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My Present Interests
I do not know what is most important to me: my literary work (Death of a

Beekeeper, Bernard Foy, The Afternoon of a Tiler, The Silence of the World before Bach)
or my philosophical work. Sometimes I cannot see any sharp boundary between these
fields and I tend to regard myself as a philosopher who has turned literature into one of
his tools. Why write everything as papers, essays? Plato wrote dialogues and Lucretius
wrote a poem.

One of my old interests is in the Theory of Meaning. My doctoral dissertation (now
available as a German paperback, Sprache und L�ge  [Fischer # 5405]) dealt with some
philosophers who have a very low thought of language. I have more confidence in it.

Myself I have a very high thought of its ability to transmit not only concepts but
also experience and my interest in the theory of meaning has taken me into two
directions which are closely connected with my literary work: Meaning in Poetry and
Meaning in the Representational Arts. The Philosophy Graduate Seminar which I give this
Spring Semester of 1997 (PHL 385) is a reflection of that interest. Another such
reflection is my Plan II Senior Seminar, "What is a Poem ?"

From the Theory of meaning in Language  I have widened my forays into a wider
and still more difficult field; the meaning of images. This has resulted in some essays but
also in two interdisciplinary seminars offered in the Plan II Honors Program "The Art of
Seeing" and "Painting in Theory and Reality."

Another field which has interested me a lot in later years is Creativity as a
Philosophical concept. Presently I am preparing an International Colloquium together with
The Royal Swedish Academy of Engineering (IVA) about "Art and Technology." It is one
of my convictions that these fields have a common ground and that an analysis of artistic
creativity has something important to tell us about technological creativity and vice
versa.



One result was the International Colloquium which professor John Weinstock and I
arranged with support of the Excellence in Swedish Studies Endowment Spring 2000
"Swedish Inventions".
`My literary work continues, at present pursuing two lines almost simultaneously, Prose
and Poetry. My latest book of Poetry "En tid i Xanadu" was published spring 2002 in
Stockholm.

-Lars Gustafsson  (ca. 2002)
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