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Instructions:  Please answer two of the following questions.  You have a total of four hours.

1.  The intermediate variables of Davis and Blake, subsequently expressed by Bongaarts in more measurable form as the proximate determinants, have been very useful for understanding trends and variations in fertility.  In the larger field of reproductive health, including fertility and HIV/AIDS, are you aware of any comparable framework of proximate determinants?  If yes, please describe it and comment on its applications; if no, please try to develop such a framework.  In either case, also comment on potential limitations and measurement / data issues.

2.  National estimates of HIV prevalence are notoriously broad.  Describe and discuss how testing selectivity can influence the number of officially registered individuals with HIV, highlighting the influences of national testing mandates and major transmission routes.

3.  Citing specific studies, discuss how the definitions of Family Planning, Reproductive Health and Sexual Health have evolved since the 1994 International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo, particularly in terms of women's agency and male health concerns.  

4.  The former Soviet Union, India and China are widely identified as "Wave Two" countries of the HIV/AIDS epidemic.

        a.  What does this designation mean?

        b.  Broadly speaking, how has the emergence of HIV in wave two countries differed from wave one countries?

        c.  Briefly describe and discuss the possible contributions of a "successful" state responses to HIV  (Cuba, Brazil, Uganda or a country of your choice) to HIV/AIDS program and policy development in regions of the second wave.

5.  It has been said that the literature on HIV Status, Fertility Intentions, and the Demand for Contraception is a mess in the sense that it is full of contradictory findings, and few clear patterns seem to emerge.  Please write a short essay in which you review the current state of knowledge on these relations, explain the difficulties that confront researchers attempting to tackle these questions, and suggest ways that we could 1) best organize and make sense of research completed to date, 2) design future studies.    

