Demdagrapty: of [ealth/Moriality Speclalization Txsm
Tull, 2007 - Ty Lwo

Instructions: Mlease amswer 1 question in each of the threa proups below. You have 4 hours o
complete the exuyn. Best of luck!

(Srown Cnte -
1. Inthe TS, women repott worse healtl than men, vet they live longer. Whal might explain this
pender paradon in bealth?  Piscuss explanations end the evidence tor them.,

2. D neighborlioods influence the physical health apd mortality of residents who live there?
Whal, specifically, aboul neighborboods affecis health?  What types of studics are necded 1o
st the question of whether neiphborhoods affect health over and sbove the characteristics af
1he individuals who live in he neighborhoodsy It nerghborhond charaetoristics affect physical
heshh, why do they; (het is, what are the medigiors?

Lroup Two :

1. What is “monalily selection? Lo whal extent do vou think marality sclection imnpacls empirzeal
bndings in the sludy of adult mortality and health ontcomes? What ane onc or two ways in which
mrlality selection might be able to be talen inlp accoumt in empirical work when modeling aduli
health or mortality i (he Unibed Statas?

2, What arc the most pressimyg rescarch (ssues in the study of racial/ethnie ard socioeconomic
dilTerences m LS. healh and mortalfty? To best address this question, you might wish to review
ol the recent kew findings in this arca, and then discuss ideas for future work that wonld help to i1
in aome of the key gaps

Siroup Three

[.Colgrove (2002 ATPH) arguees that Mckeown's thesis — that deamatic reductions in marialiby
uver the past twe cenlurics weore due to inproved sociceconomic conditions rather than 1o medical
or public bealth interventions -- has bean "overturned™ and his theary "discredited ®  Yed, one of
the woderlying premises of much of the research on inequadity 1 mortality ests on Link and
Phelan's argument thal sovicconomic conditions represent the lundamental causes ol disease,
Cratically evaluate Colgrove's arpument in light of the empirical evidenc: and theorstical Tramawork
offered by Link and Phelan.

2. What is meanl by the rectampularizalion (or curve-squaring) of mortaliy? Critigally discuss the
asswunptions ol the rootanpulatization wpwment: 1) that there iy a biologically ordafned Emit to the
life span, 2) dhat we are rapidly approuching that limil, and 3) that the healh of the elderly 1s
mprosing,



