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Socio-historical linguistics 
FR 392K (#36780)   

Spring 2012 
 

Monday & Wednesday, 2:00 – 3:30 pm, HRH 2.112 
 

 
Professor  Dr. Bryan Donaldson 
   office: HRH 3.114C 
   email: bdonaldson@austin.utexas.edu 
   office phone: 471-9390  

 
Office Hours   Wednesday & Friday 10:00 – 11:00 am, and by appointment 
 
Description 
In this course, we will examine recent work in the field of sociohistorical linguistics (or historical 
sociolinguistics), in which the objective is to determine how social factors contributed to and 
interacted with both synchronic and diachronic variation and change in historical data. We will 
also pay particular attention to the methods used in conducting such research. Labov (1994) 
characterized historical data as “bad” or impoverished compared to the types of data available for 
modern sociolinguistic inquiries. Nonetheless, despite limitations imposed by the types of data 
available, scholars have been able to demonstrate the relevance of sociolinguistic factors 
(including speaker age, regional provenance, gender, social status, language register, discourse 
pragmatics, degree of bilingualism, degree of urbanization, etc.) in explaining historical variation 
and change. The course will begin by discussing Romaine (1982) and other seminal works 
before focusing on recent work on French (e.g., Ayres-Bennett, 2004; Lodge; 2004; Marchello-
Nizia, to appear). Studies on English that have made a significant contribution to the field will 
also be included (e.g., Nevalainen & Raumolin-Brunberg, 2003; Trudgill, 2010), and several 
meetings will be reserved for topics chosen by the class. In addition to small assignments (e.g., 
presentation of an article, problem set), students will design and conduct an original individual or 
collaborative research project. The results of this research will form the basis for an abstract, 
suitable for submission to a professional conference, and a research article. The course will be 
conducted in English; most of the planned readings are in English, but several are in French. A 
working knowledge of French is strongly recommended, as is a basic familiarity with 
sociolinguistics. 
 
Required texts 
Ayres-Bennett, W. (2004). Sociolinguistic variation in seventeenth-century France: Methodology 

and case studies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   
Lodge, R. A. (2004). A sociolinguistic history of Parisian French. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press.  
 
Highly recommended for purchase (but not required) 
 
Nevalainen, T., & Raumolin-Brunberg, H. (2003). Historical sociolinguistics. London: 

Longman.  
Romaine, S. (1982). Socio-historical linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
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Evaluation 
The course grade will be determined as follows: 
 
1. participation, preparation, assiduité, sérieux (20%) 
 Diligent attendance, active participation, clear evidence of thoughtful and careful 
preparation, insightful questions and critiques – all the things that make the class richer, more 
productive, more interesting, more lively. 
 
2. quiz  (10%) 
 A short mid-semester check-up (take-home).  
 
3. presentations/discussions of readings (10% x 2 = 20%) 
 Each student will lead discussion of two articles or chapters. The first article/chapter is 
one already given on the syllabus. The second will be a reading of the student’s choice (more 
details below).   
 

25 minute presentation with handout (if useful). Please be sure to do the following: 
• briefly situate the reading in the field: why was it written, who is the author, what 

previous research does it follow from/respond to/challenge 
• present the problem and the research questions/hypotheses 
• discuss the type of data used 
• present the analysis, discuss it, illustrate, etc., and anticipate questions from your 

audience 
• discuss how the analysis does or does not address the problem/question/hypotheses 
• discuss the claims/larger implications 
• how does the article relate to previous class discussions  
• offer a critique of the article: how well does it accomplish its goals, are the data 

appropriately exploited, is the method appropriate, is the analysis original, etc.  
• be sure to leave something for the discussion – no need to say everything! 
• please practice your discussion to make sure you finish in 25 minutes 

 
Each student will nominate one article to be discussed in class (weeks 13 and 14). 

Logically, this article will be centrally related to the chosen research project. Feel free to choose 
an article or chapter from the course bibliography (but not already included on the syllabus) or to 
propose a reading you have found published elsewhere (research journal, conference 
proceedings, collected volume, festschrift, etc.). This reading does not need to deal specifically 
with French. In general, avoid manuscripts circulating on the internet but not published 
elsewhere—they have likely not been peer-reviewed. You will need to provide a PDF copy of 
the article (this can be done on the copy machine in the FRIT office) to me so I can distribute it 
to the class (see course schedule for dates).  
 
4. Research project (50%) 

Each student will design and conduct an original sociohistorical investigation that 
involves French. The most successful projects are fairly narrowly concentrated; it is most 
prudent to start with a highly constrained question, which can be elaborated later if necessary. 
Please feel free to discuss your ideas with me as you decide on your topic. Your eventual goal 
should be to build this project into a conference presentation and a publication.  
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You may either work collaboratively (2-3 people) or individually, depending on your 
preferences and research interests. Suggested length: Single-author papers: 20-25 pages, double-
spaced. Co-authored papers: 35-40 pages, double-spaced.  

 
The research project includes several steps (see course schedule for due dates): 
  

—1-page prospectus (5%) 
• Typed, single space 
• include a tentative bibliography (8-10 references) 
• give an overview, state the problem, describe how you intend to approach the 

problem and the type of data you intend to use 
 

 —conference-style abstract (5%) 
• Prepare a 1-page abstract (including data and references) in the style of a 

professional conference abstract submission (search online for past calls for 
papers for LSRL, LSA, NWAV, Diachro, etc.  

• single-spaced, typed 
• send me the abstract as an electronic file (email attachment) 
• the abstract will be made public as part of the invitation to the final 

presentations 
 

 —conference-style presentation (10%) 
• 20-minute presentation (+ 10 minutes for audience questions and discussion) 
• handout (3-6 pages) and PowerPoint (or equivalent) presentation 
• please rehearse so that you need only 20 minutes 
• guideline: no more than 5-6 minutes of introduction/literature review/set-up 
• FRIT and linguistics community at UT will be invited 

 
 —research paper (30%) 

• typed, double-spaced, with consistent use of a style sheet (APA, MLA, etc.). 
Please make sure references are consistent! The paper will be graded on 
clarity and concision, readability, presentation and interpretation of results, 
and strength of argumentation.  
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University of Texas Honor Code 
The core values of The University of Texas at Austin are learning, discovery, freedom, 
leadership, individual opportunity, and responsibility. Each member of the university is expected 
to uphold these values through integrity, honesty, trust, fairness, and respect toward peers and 
community. 
 
Documented Disability Statement 
The University of Texas at Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations 
for qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact Services for Students with 
Disabilities at 471-6259 (voice) or 232-2937 (video phone) or 
http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd 
 
Use of E-Mail for Official Correspondence to Students 
E-mail is recognized as an official mode of university correspondence; therefore, you are 
responsible for reading your e-mail for university and course-related information and 
announcements. You are responsible to keep the university informed about changes to your e-
mail address. You should check your e-mail regularly and frequently—I recommend daily, but at 
minimum twice a week—to stay current with university-related communications, some of which 
may be time-critical. You can find UT Austin’s policies and instructions for updating your e-
mail address at http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.php 

 
Religious Holy Days 
By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence at least fourteen days prior to 
the date of observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss a class, an examination, a work 
assignment, or a project in order to observe a religious holy day, I will give you an opportunity to 
complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence. 
 
Behavior Concerns Advice Line (BCAL) 
If you are worried about someone who is acting differently, you may use the Behavior Concerns 
Advice Line to discuss by phone your concerns about another individual’s behavior. This service 
is provided through a partnership among the Office of the Dean of Students, the Counseling and 
Mental Health Center (CMHC), the Employee Assistance Program (EAP), and The University of 
Texas Police Department (UTPD). Call 512-232-5050 or visit http://www.utexas.edu/safety/bcal 
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Tentative Course Schedule 
  

Week Date Discussion Assignments 

1 Jan. 18 Introduction & overview  

2 Jan. 23 Chambers 2002 

Labov 1994, ch. 1 

 

 Jan. 25 Posner 1997, ch. 2  

3 Jan. 30 Milroy 1992, ch 1 & 2  

 Feb. 1 Romaine 1982, pp. 1-25 

Nevalainen & Raumolin-Brunberg 2003, 
ch. 1 & 2 

 

4 Feb. 6 Sankoff 1980, pp. 81-93 (updated version 
of Sankoff 1972/3) 

Lavandera 1978 

Romaine 1982, pp. 29-37  

 

 Feb. 8 Lodge 1991 

Lodge 1996 

 

5 Feb. 13 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 1-37  

 Feb. 15 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 37-60  

6 Feb. 20 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 61-99  

 Feb. 22 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 99-110 

Bullock & Eilderts 2009 

 

7 Feb. 27 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 111-143  

 Feb. 29 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 143-180 quiz handed out 

8 Mar. 5 Ayres-Bennett 2004, pp. 181-224  

 Mar. 7 Ayres-Bennett 1994 

Martineau & Mougeon 2003 

quiz due  

 

SPRING BREAK 

 

9 Mar. 19 Lodge 2004, ch. 1 & 2 prospectus due 

 Mar. 21 Lodge 2004, ch. 3 & 4  

10 Mar. 26 Lodge 2004, ch. 5  
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 Mar. 28 Lodge 2004, ch. 6 & 7  

11 Apr. 2 Lodge 2004, ch. 8 & 9  

 Apr. 4 Lodge 2004, ch. 10 & 11 article nominations due  

12 Apr. 9 Lodge 2004, ch 12 & conclusion  

 Apr. 11 Trips & Stein 2008 

Kemp 2002 

 

13 Apr. 16 Valli 1983  

Marchello-Nizia to appear 

student-nominated articles TBA 

 

 Apr. 18 student-nominated articles TBA abstract due (send by email) 

14 Apr. 23 student-nominated articles TBA  

 Apr. 25 Student research presentations   

15 Apr. 30 Student research presentations  

 May 2 Student research presentations  

 May 9 (no class) research paper due by 5 pm 
(hard copy) 

 
Select bibliography 
Aitchison, J. (2001). Language change: Progress or decay? Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
Ayres-Bennett, W. (1987). Vaugelas and the development of the French language. London: Modern 

Humanities Research Association.  
Ayres-Bennett, W. (1994). Negative evidence: Or another look at the non-use of ne in 17th century French. 

French Studies, 48, 63-85.  
Ayres-Bennett, W. (1996). A history of the French language through texts. New York: Routledge.  
Ayres-Bennett, W. (2004). Sociolinguistic variation in seventeenth-century France: Methodology and case 

studies. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.   
Bourciez, E., & Bourciez, J. (1967). Phonétique française: Etude historique. Paris: Klincksieck. 
Bullock, B. E., & Eilderts, L. L. (2009). Prononcer mâle ou prononcer mal: The perception of feminized 

speech in early modern France. French Review, 83, 282-294. 
Chambers, J. K. (2002). Studying language variation: An informal epistemology. In J. K. Chambers, P. 

Trudgill, & N. Schilling-Estes (Eds.), The handbook of language variation and change (pp. 3-14). 
Oxford: Blackwell.  

Chaurand, J. (Ed.). (1999). Nouvelle histoire de la langue française. Paris: Seuil. 
Héroard, J. (1989). Journal de Jean Héroard. Paris: Fayard.  
Hirschbühler, P., & Labelle, M. (2006). Proclisis and enclisis of object pronouns at the turn of the 17th 

century: The speech of the future Louis XIIth. In R. S. Gess & D. Arteaga (Eds.), Historical Romance 
linguistics: Retrospective and perspectives (pp. 187-207). Amsterdam: Benjamins.  

Huchon, M. (2002). Histoire de la langue française. Paris: Librairie Générale Française.   
Kemp, W. (2002). L’introduction et la diffusion de patrie en français au seizième siècle. In R. Sampson & W. 

Ayres-Bennett (Eds.), Interpreting the history of French (pp. 213-242). Amsterdam: Rodopi.  
Kroch, A. (1989). Reflexes of grammar in patterns of language change. Language Variation and Change, 1, 

199-244.  
Kroch, A. (2001). Syntactic change. In M. Baltin & C. Collins (Eds.), The handbook of contemporary syntactic 

theory (pp. 699-729). Oxford: Blackwell.  
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Kytö, M. (1993). Third-person present singular verb inflection in early British and American English. 
Language Variation and Change, 5, 113-139.  

Labov, W. (1994). Principles of linguistic change: Internal factors. Oxford: Blackwell.  
Lavandera, B. R. (1978). Where does the sociolinguistic variable stop? Language in Society, 18, 171-182.  
Lodge, R. A. (1991). Molière’s peasants and the norms of spoken French. Neuphilologische Mitteilungen, 92, 

485-499.  
Lodge, R. A. (1993). French: From dialect to standard. New York: Routledge.  
Lodge, R. A. (1996). Stereotypes of vernacular pronunciation in 17-18th century Paris. Zeitschrift für 

romanische Philologie, 112, 205-231.  
Lodge, R. A. (2002). The medieval sources of standardisation. In R. Sampson & W. Ayres-Bennett (Eds.), 

Interpreting the history of French (pp. 261-296). Amsterdam: Rodopi.  
Lodge, R. A. (2004). A sociolinguistic history of Parisian French. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
Machonis, P. A. (1990). Histoire de la langue: Du latin à l’ancien français. New York: University Press of 

America. 
Machonis, P. A. (2005). Le moyen français: Evolution de la langue. New Orleans: University Press of the 

South. 
Marchello-Nizia, C. (1979). Histoire de la langue française aux XIVe et XVe siècles. Paris: Bordas. 
Marchello-Nizia, C. (1995). L’évolution du français: Ordre des mots, démonstratifs, accent tonique. Paris: 

Armand Colin. 
Marchello-Nizia, C. (to appear). L’oral représenté en français médiéval, un accès construit à une face cachée 

des langues mortes. In C. Guillot (Ed.), Actes du colloque DIACHRO-V. Bern: Peter Lang.   
Martineau, F., & Mougeon, R. (2003). A sociolinguistic study of the origins of ne deletion in European and 

Quebec French. Language, 79, 118-152.  
Milroy, J. (1992). Linguistic variation and change: On the historical sociolinguistics of English. Oxford: 

Blackwell.  
Nevalainen, T., & Raumolin-Brunberg, H. (1996). Social stratification in Tudor English? In D. Britton (Ed.), 

English historical linguistics 1994 (pp. 303-326). Amsterdam: Benjamins.  
Nevalainen, T., & Raumolin-Brunberg, H. (2003). Historical sociolinguistics. London: Longman.  
Nevalainen, T., Raumolin-Brunberg, H., & Mannila, H. (2011). The diffusion of language change in real time: 

Progressive and conservative individuals and the time depth of change. Language Variation and 
Change, 23, 1-43.  

Perret, M. (1998). Introduction à l’histoire de la langue française. Paris: Armand Colin.  
Posner, R. (1997). Linguistic change in French. Oxford: Oxford University Press.   
Price, G. (1971). The French language: Present and past. London: Arnold. 
Rickard, P. (1974). A history of the French language. London: Hutchinson.  
Rey, A., Duval, F., & Siouffi, G. (2007). Mille ans de langue française: Histoire d’une passion. Paris: Perrin.  
Romaine, S. (1982). Socio-historical linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  
Sankoff, G. (1980). The social life of language. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press.  
Tieken-Boon van Ostade, I. (2000). Social network analysis and the language of Sarah Fielding. European 

Journal of English Studies, 4, 291-301.  
Trips, C., & Stein, A. (2008). Was Old French –able borrowable? A diachronic study of word-formation 

processes due to language contact. In R. Dury, M. gotti, & M. Dossena (Eds.), English historical 
linguistics 2006 (pp. 217-239). Amsterdam: Benjamins.  

Trudgill, P. (2010). Investigations in sociohistorical linguistics: Stories of colonisation and contact. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  

Valli, A. (1983). Un exemple d’approche du problème des variantes syntaxiques en linguistique diachronique. 
Recherches sur le français parlé, 5, 125-146.  

Wüest, J. (2002). Marques d’oralité et conventions littéraires dans les anciens textes en français populaire. In 
R. Sampson & W. Ayres-Bennett (Eds.), Interpreting the history of French (pp. 297-311). 
Amsterdam: Rodopi. 

Yaguello, M. (1978). Les mots et les femmes. Paris: Payot.  


