 FALL 09   SCHEDULE AND SYLLABUS
301 L               T-TH         11-12              302 Wag                        

The course will consider a number of philosophical issues in the writings of some major historical figures from the “modern” (17th-18th centuries) period. Beginning with Galileo and Descartes on perception, we will consider diverse aspects of Cartesian rationalism and its mind-body dualism, along with a short passage (on BLACKBOARD website) from Malebranche. We will proceed to the British empiricist tradition’ as found in Berkeley and Hume, and   Kant’s “Critical Idealism” that  attempts to respond to the basic problems raised by Descartes, Berkeley and Hume –about “causation,” knowledge, perception, mind-body interaction. Finally we will consider the “debate” between Hume’s empiricist approach to ethics –his “moral sense” and “utilitarian” views— and Kant’s emphasis on reason, “duty” and obligation. If time permits we will briefly look at some 19th century reactions to Kant in Nietzsche and Mill.

Texts:                                                                                                                   approx. $$
GALILEO (1564-1642) Selections: The Assayer  (on Blackboard Documents)        0

DESCARTES  (1596-1650) Meditations                                  (Hackett)                     6

MALEBRANCHE (1638-1715) Dialogues on Metaphysics,   7th dialogue,                0

on Blackboard  and at  http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/pdf/maldia.pdf 

 (Newton: 1643-1727) —  just for the placing of the others in time

BERKELEY (1685-1753) Three Dialogues                                       (Hackett)             5

HUME   (1711-1776)  An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding  (Hackett)  6



             An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals (Hackett)  6

KANT        (1724-1804) Prolegomena to any Future Metaphysics     (Hackett)        6

                                         Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals   (Hackett)        6        

GRADING:

   There will be 3 essay  exams—Exams 1 and 2 =  30% each -- Exan  3  =  25%

 participation in discussion sections will count 15 %.

THE CALENDAR BELOW IS AN APPROXIMATION OF WHAT WE WILL BE ON WHEN.

AUG


            27         Introduction
SEPT

1                          Medieval background to Descartes

                     3

8                           Descartes  & Malebranche

15 17

22 24          Berkeley  Dialogues 1  & 2

  29                             Exam  1 
OCT

                     1             Berkeley  Dialogue 3





 
                    8          Hume--Understanding

                 15            

20    22          Kant –Prolegomena--Metaphysics

27                          Exam    2

     29           Kant – continued

NOV

     3                         

                        5    

  10                               Hume--Ethics                             

                   12       

  17                          Kant—Metaphysics of Morals                                                                              

                   19                              

   24                                 

                   26                   Thanksgiving     

    DEC  

     1                              

               3


   EXAM 3
                           NO SECTIONS   DEC. 4
