Fall 2009 Course Syllabus

SPN 325K   #47985  LAS 370S # 40960
Introduction to Spanish American Literature through Modernism

MWF 9:00-10:00a, GAR 0.128
Primary Instructor:  Prof. N. Lindstrom

       voice mail:   232 4527 

       e-mail:  lindstrom@austin.utexas.edu

       office:  BEN 4.116, M 2-3, W 3:30-4:30, Th 3-4
Required Text:  Raquel Chang-Rodríguez and Malva E. Filer, Voces de Hispanoamérica
Boston:  Heinle and Heinle, 2004.  3rd ed.  Should be at University Co-op.  In addition, there is a course packet.  You must purchase the packet because it contains required readings.  It is at Jenn’s Copy & Binding, 2200 Guadalupe Street, Austin 78705,

tel. 473 8669, fax 476 6505, or jenns@io.com.

Recommended, but not required:  Lindstrom, Early Spanish American Narrative
Grading Criteria:  proposal for term paper, 15%, due Fri. 2 Oct.
                            midterm examination, 27.5%, Wed. 14 Oct.
                            final version of term paper, 22.5%, due Fri. 4 Dec.
                            quizzes and participation 5%, dates of quizzes TBA in class
                            final examination 30%, Sat. 12 Dec. (during finals week), 
2-5 p.m.
Attendance Policy:  Four cuts permitted;  subsequent unexcused absences result

in 1% grade reduction each.  An excused absence is an absence satisfactorily 

explained by a note.

Please note:  Final examination is during finals week.   Faculty are not permitted to give early final examinations.  You must take the examination at this time, since no early scheduling is permitted.  
Quizzes, examinations, and papers must be written in Spanish.  The use

of a bilingual dictionary is permitted during examinations and quizzes.  Though they

will not be graded for grammar, it is required that examinations, quizzes, and

papers be legible.  The final term paper must be at least 1750 words (approx 6-7 

pages) in length, not counting the bibliography, and must cover a topic and readings

that are not already covered in class sessions.  The paper must have to do with Spanish America previous to 1900, and the topic must be literary or related to some other

cultural form.  The topic must be approved by the instructor.

Any student who requires accommodation because of a disability may request

it.  He or she may be asked to present a note from the Office of Services for

Students with Disabilities specifying the special need.

Students in this course are expected not to disrupt the normal progress of the

class.  Any student who persists in being disruptive will first receive a warning

letter from the instructor.  If the problem persists, it will be reported to the

Dean of Students.

The course syllabus indicates what you should have read ahead of time to

prepare for that day’s class.  If you see “special activity” in the syllabus,

this means that a media activity, such as showing of clips from a film plus

class discussion, is planned for that class session.  You do not need to study for such a session beforehand.

Readings:  (Page numbers refer to the main course textbook, Chang-Rodríguez and Filer,

 Voces de Hispanoamérica, unless otherwise noted.)

August

26 First day;  Introduction to course

28 Excerpt from Popol Vuh, pages 16-17

31 Nahuatl and Quechua poetry, 17-21

September

2 Special activity
4 Cristóbal Colón, “Carta a Luis de Santángel,” 24-26

7 Labor Day, University closed
9 Bartolomé de las Casas, excerpt from Historia de las Indias, 30-35

11 Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca, excerpt from Naufragios (in packet)
14 Special activity

16 Bernal Díaz del Castillo, 38-42 middle of page

18 Bernal Díaz, 42-46

21 Felipe Guaman Poma, in packet;   Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, 63-66 mid page

23 Inca Garcilaso,  66-68 ;  more on Incan empire

25 Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, introduction to;  read “Respuesta,” 78-80;  

28 Sor Juana,  in section of Redondillas, read I, “Hombres necios que acusáis,”
               80-81;   in section of Sonetos, read I, “Este que ves…,” 83,


         and II, “Rosa divina que en gentil cultura,” 83-84

30 J. J. Fernández de Lizardi, excerpt from El Periquillo Sarniento, 88-91

October

2 Simón Bolívar, excerpt from “Carta de Jamaica” (in packet);
            due date for term paper proposal including bibliography of sources that you

            intend to use

5 José Joaquín de Olmedo, excerpt from “La victoria de Junín:  Canto a Bolívar”

(in packet);  more on the Spanish American Independence movement and wars 

7 Andrés Bello, excerpt from “A la agricultura de la zona tórrida,”  94-97;  Bello,   

              “Autonomía  cultural de América,” 98

9 Introduction to Spanish American romanticism;  read handout on romanticism

            in packet;  read José María Heredia, “En una tempestad,” 112-114

12 Review for midterm
14 Midterm examination
16 Special activity

19 José María Heredia, “Niágara,” 114-117;  “A mi esposa,” 118

21 Juan Francisco Manzano, excerpt from his Autobiografía, poem “Mis treinta años,” 

(both in packet)
23 Esteban Echeverría, “El matadero,” 122-135

26 Domingo Faustino Sarmiento,  excerpt from Facundo,  Capítulo II, 144-150

28 Gertrudis Gómez de Avellaneda, “Al partir,” 156; “A él,” 157-158

30 Juan Montalvo, excerpt from Siete tratados, “Washington y Bolívar,” 160-162

November

2 Ricardo Palma, “Amor de madre,” 165-169
4 Ricardo Palma, “El alacrán de Fray Gómez,” 170-173

6 Clorinda Matto de Turner, “Para ellas,” 189-190;  “Malccoy,” 191-194

9 José Martí, excerpts from Versos sencillos I “Yo soy un hombre sincero,”   210-211 ;   

            X “El alma trémula y sola,” 212-213

11 José Martí, “Dos patrias, ” 215;  “Nuestra América,” 216-220;  
13 “El modernismo literario” (in packet), Manuel Gutiérrez Nájera, “Para entonces,” 
223-224;  “La duquesa Job,” 224-227

16 José Asunción Silva, “Nocturno (III),” 234-235;  “Vejeces,” 236-237

18 Julián del Casal, “Crepuscular” (packet);  “Elena” (packet)

20 Rubén Darío, “Era un aire suave,” 242-245; “De invierno” (packet);
           “Alaba los ojos negros de Julia” (packet)

23 Rubén Darío,;   “Yo soy aquel…” 247-250;  “A Roosevelt,” 250-251; 

     “Lo fatal,” 251-252

25 Question and answer session

27 Thanksgiving holiday, University closed
30 Rubén Darío, “Los cisnes,” 252-253, “Canción de otoño en primavera,” 

          253-254
December

2 Leopoldo Lugones, “Los caballos de Abdera,” “Yzur” (in packet)
4 Last class day;  term paper due;  review for final examination
                                       ***  FINAL EXAMINATION ***

                               ***    Sat. 12 DECEMBER 2009 2:00-5:00p   ***
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