Fall 2013
Instructor: Karen Pagani
Office Hours: Mondays and Wednesdays 11-12
Office: HRH 3.114

I. Course Description and Goals


The French Novel in the Long Eighteenth Century


In this course we will read a number of literary masterpieces from the eighteenth century, as well as some critical works.  Particular attention will be paid to the ways in which the genre evolved during this period.  We will examine the ways in which shifts in the basic frameworks of understanding the passions and the emotions necessitated changes in the ways that the personal experiences of fictional characters were both narrated and evaluated.  The course concludes with readings by French Enlightenment writers.  Our focus here will be on the degree to which political concerns and the desire to utilize literature as a vehicle for social and political change resulted in a dramatic re-evaluation of the genre.  Primary texts to be studied in the course include: ; Laclos, Les Liaisons dangereuses; Marivaux, La Vie de Marianne; Prévost, Le Philosophe Anglais, ou Histoire du Monsieur Cleveland; Retif de La Bretonne, Les Nuits de Paris Rousseau; La Nouvelle Héloïse;. Students are asked to read Mme de Lafayette’s La Princesse Clèves early in the term if they have not already.

Goals: 
Students will come away from the course with: comprehensive knowledge as to the central themes and issues within eighteenth-century moral and aesthetic discourse and how those played out in literature of the period; familiarity with the major figures in eighteenth-century fiction, as well as some knowledge as to how secularization and the Enlightenment project affected the genre of the novel. 

II. Pre-requisites: 

Reading knowledge of French.  Students are expected to be familiar with Madame de Lafayette’s Princesse de Clèves, as well as with at least some of the critical literature surrounding Samuel Richardson’s influence on the novel.  You are not expected to have read either Pamela or Clarissa (though you should at some point), but are advised to familiarize yourself with both the form and reception history of these two masterpieces.

III. Course Requirements: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendance policy: You are entitled to two “free absences” over the course of the semester without penalty. After that, you will lose 5% percent off of your final grade for each additional absence. You can lose up to 25% of your final grade for excessive absences, so regular attendance is of the upmost importance.  Except in exceptional circumstances, assignments that are missed on account of absences or tardiness cannot be made up.  Whether make-ups will be given is at the discretion of the instructor. Please note: attendance and participation are not the same grade. ‘Participation’ denotes your overall level of preparation, interest, enthusiasm, and the quality of your in-class contributions over the course of the semester.

Class participation:
Students should come to every class prepared to speak about the readings that were assigned for that day.  “Prepared” in this sense means that the student has read and reflected upon the readings and has taken notes.  Also, for every session, the students are expected to have designated one or two passages (with page numbers) that they find particularly relevant and that they wish to discuss in class. Finally, ‘prepared’ in this context also means that the student has brought the text to class.  Failure to prepare appropriately for class and SPEAK in class, will reduce your participation grade dramatically.

Journals:
Throughout the class, you will be required to keep a journal.  In order to receive full credit, all written assignments for the course (including the journals) must be: typed, printed in 12 point Times New Roman font, and in black ink. Each journal entry should contain: a passage transcribed from the text that you find particularly relevant, interesting, beautiful, problematic, etc. Please include the page number. Finally, you should write a few good paragraphs describing why you chose this passage and what this passage reveals about the text, a character, a situation etc. You will be required to write between 3 journal entries per text. Please staple your entries for each text together (no paperclips, folded edges, please).  The journals are collected on the last class day devoted to a particular text.  They are due in class, and will not be accepted late or via email.  Your lowest journal grade will be dropped.

Seminar Paper:
One seminar paper (20-25 pages in length) that directly addresses the themes and texts in this class. Modified/revised versions of seminar papers that you have written for other instructors will not be accepted unless you have prior approval from me and written approval from the other instructor.  Papers and bibliographies must be written in accordance with MLA style guidelines. You are also expected to hand in an abstract of your paper (no more than 350 words). Your seminar paper is due on December 12th by noon.  The paper topic must be approved before November 1st.

15% of Seminar Paper’s grade will come strictly from its formal attributes.  The formal criteria that will be evaluated include but are not limited to:
	* spelling, grammar, etc.
	* properly formatted bibliography.
* properly formatted footnotes.  You may only use MLA style.
	* A clear and well organized Introduction.  The Introduction should include a 	well-stated and easily identifiable thesis and a statement as to your methodology. 
* title page and page numbers.


V. Grading:

Grading Rubric:
Class participation:				25%
Journal entries:				35%
Final papers:					40%

Quizzes: I reserve the right to give quizzes over the course of the quarter.  If I do, they will be factored into your class participation grade and will be worth 5 points. 

PLEASE NOTE: Our library subscribes to two excellent resources for 18th-century literature and French literature more generally.  The first is ARTFL.  Here you can find searchable editions of Diderot and D’Alembert’s Encyclopédie and Bayle’s dictionary.  Additionally, there is also a database of French women writers, and a way to cross-search the following dictionaries: Jean Nicot's Thresor de la langue française (1606), Jean-François Féraud's Dictionaire critique de la langue française (1787-1788), Émile Littré's Dictionnaire de la langue française (1872-1877) and the Dictionnaire de L'Académie française 1st (1694), 4th (1762), 5th (1798), 6th (1835), and 8th (1932-5) editions.  ARTFL can be accessed at: http://artfl-project.uchicago.edu/

Another fabulous resource is the Electronic Enlightenment.  It is THE way to search correspondence from the eighteenth century. http://www.e-enlightenment.com/

***Assignments will not be accepted late or via email under any circumstances.  Students are required to purchase printed versions (as in, on paper) of the materials and/or to download the materials we are working with from Blackboard when available and print them out.  Students may not use Iphones, Kindles, laptops or anything of the kind during class.

Please see the READING SCHEDULE on Blackboard for a list of the daily assignments, etc.

The use of cell phones, laptops, and Kindles is not permitted in the class.  Students are requested to use the same editions of all texts as the instructor so as to facilitate productive class discussion.  Students must bring the text under examination to class.

Plus/Minus Grading

I do use the plus/minus grading rubric. The equivalents are as follows:
A =93-100
A- = 90-92.999
B+ = 87-89.999
B = 83-86.999
B- = 80-82.999
C+ = 77-79.999
C = 73-76.999
C- = 70-72.999
D+ = 67-69.999
D = 63-66.999
D- = 60-62.999
F 0=59.999

_______________________________________________________________________
University of Texas Honor Code
The core values of The University of Texas at Austin are learning, discovery, freedom, leadership, individual opportunity, and responsibility. Each member of the university is expected to uphold these values through integrity, honesty, trust, fairness, and respect toward peers and community.

Use of E-Mail for Official Correspondence to Students
Email is recognized as an official mode of university correspondence; therefore, you are responsible for reading your email for university and course-related information and announcements. You are responsible to keep the university informed about changes to your e-mail address. You should check your e-mail regularly and frequently—I recommend daily, but at minimum twice a week—to stay current with university-related communications, some of which may be time-critical. You can find UT Austin’s policies and instructions for updating your e-mail address at http://www.utexas.edu/its/policies/emailnotify.php.

Documented Disability Statement
If you require special accommodations, you must obtain a letter that documents your disability from the Services for Students with Disabilities area of the Division of Diversity and Community Engagement (471-6259 voice or 471-4641 TTY for users who are deaf or hard of hearing). Present the letter to me at the beginning of the semester so we can discuss the accommodations you need. No later than five business days before an exam, you should remind me of any testing accommodations you will need. For more information, visit http://www.utexas.edu/
diversity/ddce/ssd/.

Religious Holidays
By UT Austin policy, you must notify me of your pending absence at least fourteen days prior to the date of observance of a religious holy day. If you must miss a class, an examination, a work assignment, or a project in order to observe a religious holy day, I will give you an opportunity to complete the missed work within a reasonable time after the absence. 

Behavior Concerns Advice Line (BCAL)
If you are worried about someone who is acting differently, you may use the Behavior Concerns Advice Line to discuss by phone your concerns about another individual’s behavior. This service is provided through a partnership among the Office of the Dean of Students, the Counseling and Mental Health Center (CMHC), the Employee Assistance Program (EAP), and The University of Texas Police Department (UTPD). Call 512-232-5050 or visit http://www.utexas.edu/safety/bcal. 

Emergency Evacuation Policy
Occupants of buildings on the UT Austin campus are required to evacuate and assemble outside when a fire alarm is activated or an announcement is made.  Please be aware of the following policies regarding evacuation:
Familiarize yourself with all exit doors of the classroom and the building. Remember that the nearest exit door may not be the one you used when you entered the building.
If you require assistance to evacuate, inform me in writing during the first week of class.
In the event of an evacuation, follow my instructions or those of class instructors.
Do not re-enter a building unless you’re given instructions by the Austin Fire Department, the UT Austin Police Department, or the Fire Prevention Services office.

Cultural Diversity in the United States
This course carries the flag for Cultural Diversity in the United States. Cultural Diversity courses are designed to increase your familiarity with the variety and richness of the American cultural experience. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from assignments covering the practices, beliefs, and histories of at least one U.S. cultural group that has experienced persistent marginalization.
Ethics and Leadership
This course carries the Ethics and Leadership flag. Ethics and Leadership courses are designed to equip you with skills that are necessary for making ethical decisions in your adult and professional life. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from assignments involving ethical issues and the process of applying ethical reasoning to real-life situations.
Global Cultures
This course carries the Global Cultures flag. Global Cultures courses are designed to increase your familiarity with cultural groups outside the United States. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from assignments covering the practices, beliefs, and histories of at least one non-U.S. cultural group, past or present.
Quantitative Reasoning
This course carries the Quantitative Reasoning flag. Quantitative Reasoning courses are designed to equip you with skills that are necessary for understanding the types of quantitative arguments you will regularly encounter in your adult and professional life. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from your use of quantitative skills to analyze real-world problems.
Independent Inquiry
This course carries the Independent Inquiry flag. Independent Inquiry courses are designed to engage you in the process of inquiry over the course of a semester, providing you with the opportunity for independent investigation of a question, problem, or project related to your major. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from the independent investigation and presentation of your own work.
Writing
This course carries the Writing Flag. Writing Flag courses are designed to give students experience with writing in an academic discipline. In this class, you can expect to write regularly during the semester, complete substantial writing projects, and receive feedback from your instructor to help you improve your writing. You will also have the opportunity to revise one or more assignments, and you may be asked to read and discuss your peers’ work. You should therefore expect a substantial portion of your grade to come from your written work. Writing Flag classes meet the Core Communications objectives of Critical Thinking, Communication, Teamwork, and Personal Responsibility, established by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.
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