In this course we review classic works in sociological theory. Focusing on the work of nineteenth-century and early-twentieth-century theorists, we take a critical look at the historical and theoretical context of sociology’s founding ideas.  Sociological theory and the modern era are, for better or worse, wedded.  Sociology is a historical product.  It emerged as part of the massive transformations of the nineteenth century.  It sought to explain that which shaped it.  This course explores the promises and problems of this relationship. 

The first part of this course is apportioned to an overview of the theories of Karl Marx, Emile Durkheim and Max Weber.  Over these 10 weeks, we will discuss theories of capitalism, modernization, rationalization, and institutional and value-sphere differentiation.  We will debate the centrality of these social processes to sociological thinking and to the modern world.  Have Marx, Durkheim and Weber accurately seized upon the life-character of the modern world?  Have they identified the central structures and developments? Do their accounts of these structures and processes pass the test of time?  Is modernity a salient and defensible periodization?  Does it hang together as a historical epoch?  Is it a sound sociological construct? 

The last part of the course introduces perspectives that depart and dissent from the concerns of Marx, Durkheim, and Weber.  In the works of Georg Simmel, Sigmund Freud, and George Herbert Mead we open lines of critical inquiry that can be followed into the present: lines of theory that complement but also undermine classical theories with relational, psychological, and interactionist perspectives. 

Written Requirements: Over the 14 weeks of the semester, students must write five papers.  Each paper must tackle a key theoretical argument present in a given week of reading.  In four to five pages, the paper should present a concise but thorough development and critical review of the selected argument. The first three papers must be written by week 10.  One must be on Marx, one on Durkheim, and one on Weber.  For the remaining two memos, students may choose any two of the remaining weeks of reading. 

Papers must be handed in at the beginning of the class dealing with the particular reading reviewed.
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Class Participation: Each student will be responsible for leading the discussion of one class meeting.  For the first half of the meeting or so, the assigned student will introduce a number of issues of interest, difficult or important concepts, and critical questions to guide class discussion. These discussions only work if the leader divides some of the tasks among his or her classmates. An email assigning each member of the class a particular task—e.g., “explain this particular concept and/or argument”—will ensure that all are involved in the discussion. This requires the leader to have surveyed all the major points in the reading and to delegate authority early enough so that everyone can do a little preparation. An email sent out by Tuesday should be fine.

After this student-led discussion, we will then take a short break. For the remainder of the meeting, I will provide an overview of major themes in the week’s readings not covered in our discussion and field questions. 

Required Books:

The Marx-Engels Reader, ed. Robert Tucker, (Norton).
Emile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society.
Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life.
Emile Durkheim, Moral Education.
Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism.
From Max Weber, eds. Gerth and Mills (Oxford).
Georg Simmel, On Individuality and Social Forms (Chicago).
Sigmund Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego.
Sigmund Freud, Civilization and Its Discontent.
George Herbert Mead, On Social Psychology, ed. Anselm Strauss (Chicago).

The books have been ordered through Monkey Wrench Books: 110 E. North Loop, Austin, TX 78751; http://www.monkeywrenchbooks.org/

COURSE OUTLINE: 

Week 1. 

Introduction to course.  No readings.

Week 2. 

Karl Marx in The Marx Engels Reader: “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right” pp. 16-25;   “On the Jewish Question” pp. 26-52;  “Contribution to the Critique of Hegel’s Philosophy of Right: Introduction” pp. 53-65; “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844” pp. 66-125.


Week 3. 

Marx and Engels in The Marx Engels Reader: “Thesis on Feuerbach” pp. 143-145; “German Ideology” pp. 146-202; Wage Labour and Capital pp. 203-219; The Manifesto of the Communist Party pp. 469-500.  “The Grundrisse” pp. 221-293.

Week 4. 

Karl Marx in The Marx Engels Reader: The Eighteenth Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte pp. 594-617; Capital, Volume One pp. 294-438; “Critique of the Gotha Program” pp. 525-541.

Week 5.

Emile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society (entire).

Week 6.  

Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of Religious Life (entire).


Week 7. 

Selections from and on Durkheim (readings TBA).

Week 8.  

Max Weber,  Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism (entire);  and in From Max Weber: “The Protestant Sects and the Spirit of Capitalism” pp. 302-322.

Week 9.

Max Weber in From Max Weber: Part I and II pp. 77-264.

Week 10.

Max Weber in From Max Weber: “The Social Psychology of the World Religions” pp. 267-301, and “Religious Rejections of the World and Their Directions” pp. 323-359.


Week 11.

Georg Simmel,  On Individuality and Social Forms, Part II, “Forms of Social Interaction”, pp. 43-140; and Part III, “Social Types”, pp. 143-213; 


Week 12.  

Georg Simmel, chapter 18 “Group Expansion and the Development of Individuality”, pp. 251-293; chapter 19, “Fashion”, pp. 294-323, and chapter 20, “The Metropolis and Mental Life”, pp. 324-339
Sigmund Freud,  Totem and Taboo. 

Week 13.  

Sigmund Freud, Group Psychology and the Analysis of the Ego and Civilization and Its Discontents. 

Week 14.  

George Herbert Mead in On Social Psychology, Part V, VI, VII, pp. 115-282.
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