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Early Romantic Period 1780‐1815
Areas: II
Flags: NA
Restrictions: None
Computer Instruction: N

Prerequisites: Nine semester hours of coursework in English or rhetoric and writing.
Description: This course will focus on roughly a forty‐year period, from the French Revolution in 1789 to the great Whig electoral
victory of 1830, a period that acts as a kind of "fertile crescent" in which modernity was spawned. It was a time of dramatic cultural
and economic upheaval, of great expectations for the improvement of society, and of equally great disappointment and political
retrenchment. Deliberately, at times even programmatically, the writers we now call the Romantics set out not only to interpret the
history of their times but also to change it. They wanted to imagine an aesthetic philosophy that would account for man as a
totality—as a being who endures psychological growth along with fixation and repression, who is both an individual and a social
animal, and who lives in history but can imagine other histories that are possible, including transcendent ones. Ironically, this search
for a totalizing vision of "man" occurred simultaneously with a new self‐consciousness that this term could be, and indeed had to be,
separated into gendered categories.
We shall engage in close readings of some writers who comprise the first generation of Romantics, people for whom the French
Revolution and its astonishing aftershocks coincided with their own early adulthood. These writers will include principally William
Blake, William and Dorothy Wordsworth, and Samuel Taylor Coleridge, among others, but our aim will not be to appreciate their
texts solely for their aesthetic appeal; rather, we shall try to develop ways of applying these texts to the larger texture of material
life of which they are a part. We will attempt to construe these first "modern" works by asking ourselves to become conscious of and
responsible for the way we go about construing literature as a subject of study.
This is not a course, then, in literary criticism nor in the literary history of the early nineteenth century (although we will practice the
former and take the latter as our nominal subject). It is, instead, a course in the sociology of literary practice, using the actual
practices of these Romantic writers as what landscape artists of the period called "the ground." Let us think of this course as
subtitled "The Possibilities for Creativity." What materials are available? What strategies of artistic representation? What anxieties of
failure? What burden of the past? What chances of success? The pertinence of these questions for us, living in the late twentieth
century, almost exactly two hundred years after our starting year of 1789, may not be immediately self‐evident. But we don't read
historical texts merely to discover their relevance to us. We also read them to find out exactly what has been lost, what is now
impertinent, and why. In studying the "possibilities for creativity," we will be returned by these literary works to the task of learning
to analyze the limits of our own creativity.
Texts: Longman Anthology of British Literature: The Romantics and Their Contemporaries, ed. Damrosch, Manning, and Wolfson.
Requirements & Grading: There will be an exam every Friday, which will constitute 85% of your grade; the other 15% is based on
attendance, participation, and in‐class work.
Attendance is compulsory. There are only 25 class days in the summer, and 5 of them will be given over to exam. You may miss 2
classes without penalty. After that, your final grade will be reduced significantly.
Schedule:
Week 1: July 12‐16
Introduction (pp. 2‐33), and William Blake (pp. 161‐208)
Week 2: July 19‐23
William Wordsworth (pp. 371‐524)
Week 3: July 22‐30
Finish Wordsworth. Read Samuel Taylor Coleridge (pp. 557‐643).
Week 4: August 2‐8
Finish Coleridge. Shelley "Defence of Poetry." Read Keats (pp. 878‐965)
Week 5: August 9‐13
Finish Keats
Policies:

Documented Disability Statement: The University of Texas at Austin provides upon request appropriate academic accommodations
for qualified students with disabilities. For more information, contact Services for Students with Disabilities at 471‐6259 (voice) or
232‐2937 (video phone) or http://www.utexas.edu/diversity/ddce/ssd
Web Site: Blackboard
Instructors:

Kurt Heinzelman
PAR 121
Office Hours: MTWThF 10:00‐10:30

