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“Does Islam Have No Fun?” 
Abstract:  
“Does Islam have no fun? So, why is that Islamists are so apprehensive of the expression of 
everyday pleasures-- singing, dancing, mundane festivities, private parties, bustling street 
corners, and secular celebrations? The paper attempts to explore the logic behind Islamists’ fear 
of “fun”-- a metaphor for the articulation of individuality, spontaneity, joy and lightness. I argue 
that anti-fun sentiments are not necessarily rooted in Islamic doctrine, nor are they necessarily 
religious. Rather, they represent a particular regime of power.” 
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