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Joshua Skov of the consulting firm Good Company explains the University’s carbon footprint and highlights the methods and costs 

of decreasing greenhouse-gas emissions.  

Seventy-nine percent of UT’s greenhouse-gas emissions come from natural gas used on campus. 

More than 70 students listened Monday night as Good Company, a consulting firm that helps organizations 

manage and improve their environmental impacts, delivered a breakdown of UT’s carbon footprint. The 

footprint was based on greenhouse-gas emissions from 2000 to 2006 from the UT campus and the J.J. 

Pickle Research Center. 

The University of Texas at Austin Campus Planning and Facilities Management office hired Good Company 

to perform the assessment, which was unveiled at Waggener Hall. 

The report also found that from 2005 to 2006, UT’s solid-waste emissions increased from less than 500 to 

almost 3,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide. This increase came after UT switched from a capped landfill to 

an uncapped landfill. A capped landfill is covered by a thick layer of soil and vegetation to absorb carbon 

dioxide, whereas an uncapped landfill is only covered by a thin layer of soil. 

Good Company Principal Joshua Skov said there is no way to swipe a credit card and pay for one’s carbon 

footprint but that the costs manifest themselves in higher global temperatures. 



The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change concluded in 2007 that the increase in global average 

temperature is due to an observable increase in anthropogenic warming, Skov said. Anthropogenic warming 

is directly caused by human activities, such as driving or not recycling. 

Geography senior Tabitha Spence said change throughout the University is most effective when proactive 

officials within departments take action. 

“The Department of Health and Food Services has already taken strides to be more sustainable by 

introducing compostable cutlery, getting rid of trays and buying from local farmer’s markets,” Spence said. 

Drucilla Tigner, government junior and assistant director of the Campus Environmental Center, said bringing 

an outside source to conduct the study was vital. 

“They have the equipment and the technology to do the research efficiently,” she said. “But also because 

they are a non-biased source and someone who is going to be completely neutral.” 

Skov said most organizations fail to realize that becoming environmentally sustainable saves money. 

“One-third of the global greenhouse-gas costs are negative in that they save energy and cost less,” Skov 

said. “The first third of the job will save you money, and that is the best reason to get started.” 


