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Margaret Robertson Baker was born on December 30, 1911, in McGregor, Texas. She received her B.A.

degree in Physics from Texas Tech University in 1933 and her M.A. degree in Education from Texas Tech

University 1in 1934, She began her teaching career in the public schools; Mrs. Baker taught algebra, general science,
and mechanical drawing at Sanderson High School, 1934-1935, mathematics at Lubbock Junior High School, 1935-
1939, and mathematics and mechanical drawing at Corpus Christi High School, 1939-1945. Margaret Baker took an

active interest in working to benefit the United States Government. During World War 11, 1941-1945, she taught

eight sections of drawing for adults under the government sponsored program: Engineering, Science, and

Management War Training at the Texas College of Arts and Industries.

Margaret Baker was married in 1944. She did not teach from 1945 to 1954. However, she participated in

numerous community projects. She was a member of the Violet Crown Garden Club, serving as vice-president,

president, and treasurer; she served as a judge in the first Parade of Homes in Austin. In addition, Mrs. Baker taught

church school and participated in other activities, including the Plans Committee of the Building Commission, of the

First Baptist Church of Austin.

Margaret Baker began college teaching as a Special Instructor in the Department of Drawing in 1954. Her

fields of specialization were Graphics and Engineering Computations. The Department of Drawing provided

instruction in drawing and descriptive geometry for engineering students. Her hiring was considered to be an act of

leadership 1n minority employment, since women have constituted a minority in the field of engineering. For years

Mrs. Baker served as a mentor for the rare woman who chose to study engineering.



