IN MEMORIAM

PAUL MASON BATCHELDER

Paul Mason Batchelder was born January 10, 1886 in Portsmouth, New Hamp-

shire, the son of Charles Edwin Batchelder and Nellie Mary Dearborn Batchelder.

(He was the fourth of five children in the family.)

He attended the public schools in Portsmouth and took the classical route
(Latin, Greek and French). When he graduated from the Portsmouth High School in

1904 he was the class valedictorian and he received a gold medal which he cherished

and kept in his safety deposit box until the day of his death.

In the fall of 1904, he entered Dartmouth College, still intent upon a
career in some aspect of linguistics, and began studying German as well as the
languages he had earlier studied. 1In his junior year at Dartmouth, he switched
from languages to physics. Having had no analytic geometry and calculus, he saw
he would be ill-prepared for advanced physics courses, so he took analytic
geometry and calculus in the summer. When he graduated from Dartmouth in 1908
he was the valedictorian of his class and also class orator.

He stayed at Dartmouth one extra year as an assistant in physics, and then

entered Princeton University. Here he received the Master of Arts degree in

1910. As a prerequisite for further advanced work in physics he had again
taken additional mathematics courses. He was most fortunate in that one of his
mathematics teachers was George David Birkhoff. Birkhoff had just recently
established a worldwide reputation as a mathematician by proving a fixed point

) .
theorem conjectured by Poincare of France but unproved by any of the European



