William Franklin Blair was born 25 June 1912 in Dayton, Texas and died 9 Feb.
1984 In Austin. He was the oldest of five children of Percy F. and Mona C. Blair. The
family moved to Oklahoma, where they lived on a strawberry farm at Westville between

1916 and 1922. During this time Frank obtained his interest in the natural

environment. This interest was further developed when Frank joined the Boy Scouts
in 1926 while in Lima, Ohio, where Percy F. Blair was construction superintendent of a
bank building. The family moved to Tulsa in 1922 and Frank graduated from Central

High School in 1930. While in high school his interest in biology was influenced by

two teachers, Paul Beck (botany) and Lucille Witte (zoology). Frank attended the
University of Tulsa between 1930 and 1934. He was active in intramural sports and

newspaper editor but his interest was in the biology taught by H.D. Chase (zoology)

and B.D. Barclay (botany). While a student at TU Frank met and married a university
librarian, Fern Antel. Frank and Fern went to Gainesville, Florida, where Frank
obtained his MS degree in 1936 under the supervision of H.B. Sherman. The Blairs
then traveled to Ann Arbor where Frank studied under Lee Dice. After completion of
his PhD in 1938, Frank remained in Ann Arbor as a Research Scientist. Frank made
major contributions to the developing concepts of mammalian home range as a part of
his PhD progfém. He also spent summers in the Black Mesa area of Oklahoma (with
T.H. Hubbell), Big Bend region of Texas (with Josselyn Van Tyne) and the White
Sands region of New Mexico. In the last area he obtained considerable insight into

environmental adaptations, particularly genetically based color change associated




