IN MEMORIAM

Lancaster E. Dabney

Lancaster Eugene Dabney, Professor Emeritus of Romance Languages, died
April 18, 1977, two days short of his seventy-ninth birthday. He had retired
in 1968, after thirty-nine years of teaching French at the University, but
through the Correspondence Study Section of the Division of Extension, continued
to be active up to the day of his death.

In the 1960's in recognition of his already long association with the
University Lance Dabney'was designated official historian of the Department of
Romance Languages. In that capacity, he traced the development of modern lan-
guage instruction from the year the University opened, 1883, and prepared a
comprehensivé checklist of more than six hundred doctoral dissertations and
master's theses by graduate students. There was thus a certain appropriateness
to the fact that Lance'Dabney'Sretirement and his completion of this historical
project coincided, in 1968, with the division of the Department of Romance Lan-
guages into the Department of French and Italian and the Department of Spanish
and Portuguese.

Lancaster Dabney was born near Willow City, Texas, on April 20, 1898. The

family later moved to San Saba, where he was graduated from high school in 1916.
Following a year of study at the San Marcos Normal School, he enrolled in 1918
in the University of Texas, from which he received the B.A. degree in 1922 and
the M.A. in 1924. (During the year 1922-23 he had taught science and served

as high school principal in Snyder.) The years 1924-27 were spent teaching,




