Raymond Dawson joined The University of Texas on October 15, 1928, as a staff member in the Bureau of

Engineering Research. The University was designated by the Texas Legislature as available for the testing of
materials for the Texas Highway Department. The laboratory was at Little Campus, and Dawson supervised twelve
to fifteen THD employees. He saw a need for the testing of soils, and a laboratory was established in The Bureau in

January, 1930, and was one of the first five in the United States.

He received the degree of Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering from Purdue University in 1923 and after

graduation worked for the Illinois Division of Highways and the United States Bureau of Public Roads. He was

invited to join the University by the late Professor Stanley P. Finch. He continued his studies in Civil Engineering

at the University and received the degree of Master of Science in 1936. He advanced steadily in rank and became

Professor of Civil Engineering and Associate Director of the Bureau of Engineering Research in 1949. He retired in

1969. He died in Austin on July 5, 1991.

Raymond Dawson was born on September 20, 1900, in Pennville, Indiana. He and his wife, Wilda, who

preceded him 1n death, had no children; they were inseparable companions. They both were avid gardeners and

hobbyists, liked to travel, and spent many a summer touring Europe, Mexico, and North America. Raymond was a
staunch member of the Men's Garden Club, and frequently their home on Park Avenue was ablaze with flowers. He

carried many of his plants to Westminister Manor when he and Wilda moved there in their later years.

Dawson's sense of humor and warm personality made him a favorite professor with many of the students.
One of his assistants in the Bureau of Engineering Research was a cartoonist. Two posters in Dawson's office were

memorable. An early engineer was standing near a perfectly vertical Tower of Pisa and said to a companion, "I




