IN MEMORIAM

J. FRANK ELSASS

J. Frank Elsass was born in Waynesburg, Ohio, in 1913. He began the
study of trumpet at an early age and distinguished himself as an instrumen-

talist even during his high school years.

After graduating in 1934 from the Ernest Williams School of Music in
New York, he was engaged as a teacher there, a remarkable tribute for a
person of his age. Subsequently he attended New York University, from
which he received a Bachelor of Science degree in music in 1938 and a
Master of Arts degree in music in 1939. 1In 1940 he accepted a position at
San Jose State College in California and while there also directed the
Stanford University Band in Palo Alto for a year. Military sefvice in the
Navy intervened during the years 1942-45, but the next year he resumed his
studies at the University of Michigan and served as a Teaching Fellow

there.

In 1943 he married Helen Cecilia Schmoyer of BoyertoWn,‘Pennsylvania,

an accomplished singer, pianist, and organist, who later went to North

Texas State University in Denton to teach voice and pursue a Master of
Music degree. They have two sons, Arthur William, born in 1949, and
Gilbert Roy, born in 1952, as well as four grandchildren.

In 1947 Dr. Elsass taught a summer session at The University of Texas
and was then persuaded by Dean E. W. Doty to return on a full-time basis in

1948, He taught trumpet, cornet, and on occasion, French horn. Later he

pursued doctoral work here and received the Doctor of Education degree in
1956.

Band. However, his interests were not confined to brass instruments or to

From 1955 to 1965 he was the conductor of the University Symphonic

band directing; his concern for the whole program of the College of Fine




