HYMAN JOSEPH ETTLINGER

Hyman Joseph Ettlinger was born 1 September 1889 to Abraham

Ettlinger and Pearl Shucart Ettlinger in St. Louls., He was the second

child in a family of six children, two girls and four boys. Except for a

brief period of eighteen months when the family lived in Chicago, St.

Loulis was the Ettlinger home. Young H. J. attended the public schools.

When he graduated from high school he was awarded a four-year
fellowship to Washington University in St. Louilis (but he finished his
B.A., in three years). At Washington University he was a member of the
debate team and he participated in the varsity football, basketball and

baseball programs. Many people have heard Professor Ettlinger extol the

football and other athletic programs at The University of Texas. Rarely
did he speak of his personal athletic accomplishments -- All-American

honors in football, for one. 1In those early days basketball scores were

low, and one year the Washington University team beat the University of

Missouri team by a score of something like 24 to 16. Ettlinger per-

sonally scored more points than the entire Missouri team in that game,

yet he seldom bragged of this athletic accomplishment.

From 1910 to 1913 young Ettlinger was in graduate school at Harvard
University, majoring in Mathematics. William Henry Roever of the
Washington University mathematics faculty had secured a Harvard Club of
St. Louls Scholarship for him,

At Harvard Ettlinger studied under George David Birkhoff, Maxime
Bocher, Julian Lowell Coolidge, Edward Vermilye Huntington, and William

Fogg Osgood. Perhaps nowadays this listing invites no speclal comment,

but in the first quarter of the twentieth century this listing was tops
in American mathematics and stood very high in international mathematics.
How could Ettlinger help but become a mathematician after studying and
working with such a group?




