Focht's Birth in Sweetwater, Texas

John was born on February 15, 1894, to Israel Shell (Tuck) Focht and Mattie Hill Arnold Focht. His father

was born in Water Works near Lebanon, Pennsylvania, on July 10, 1851, and his mother was bomn in Prescott,

Arkansas, on December 19, 1871. He married Fay Goss of Abilene, Texas, on September 6, 1920. John Amold
Focht passed away on September 11, 1991.

Sweetwater Water Supply

Sweetwater, Texas, in 1894 had no water supply; the water from wells was gyp water; it served as stock water,

but was too mineralized for domestic pmposes..,1 Everyone was dependent upon the water that ran off the roofs of

their houses. Many families had underground cisterns while others had galvanized tanks above ground. John's
family had both. Because of the very low rainfall, it was essential that they conserve their water in every way
possible. He described the system they used as composed of a gutter system on the house that carried the water

through a down spout to a filter about 18 inches in diameter and three feet deep, containing coarse gravel and

charcoal. His father usually stored the winter rains in a cistern and the summer rains in a galvanized tank. It always
bothered him to see people waste water. He said he was eight or nine years old before his family had running water
in their house. This experience probably caused him to want to study sanitary engineering. I
Going to College
In telling of his experiences on going to college, he writes of these developments, "My parents had been

talking about sending me to college. Since we were Methodists, my mother thought I ought to go to Southwestern

at Georgetown, or Polytechnic at Ft. Worth, but the school superintendent, M.B. Johnson, told her to send me to

I John A. Focht, An Engineer Remembers, Private Printing, December 1, 1978.




