In Memoriam

Jessie Helen Haag

Jessie Helen Haag, Professor Emeritus of Physical and Health

Education, died at Wimberly, Texas, on 1 June 1988. Haag, an
internationally acclaimed writer-scholar on school health, taught at
The University of Texas at Austin from 1950 until her retirement in
1977, and was the first health educator and the first woman to
achieve the rank of full Professor in the Department of Physical and
Health 'Education. - The author of twelve books and over forty

professional and research articles, she was during most of her career

the foremost health educator in Texas.
Dr. Haag's influence extended far beyond the campus of the
University of Texas as her graduate students assumed leadership

~ positions in public schools, colleges and universities, and professional

organizations, and themselves authored textbooks and state

curriculum guides in Health Education. Of interest is the fact that

many of these students were inspired to change their major field of
graduate study to health education study after taking one graduate

class from Haag. She has been called friend, counselor, advisor,

mentor and taskmaster by former students. They have described

her as very demanding and tough, but also having enormous

patience, and refusing to let them give up. One former student
observed: "To me, she was the 'field of health'...and I felt honored

when she asked to use some of my thesis materials in one of her




