IN MEMORIAM

RANDOLPH ARNOLD HAYNES

Dr. Randolph Arnold Haynes, Associate Professor Emeritus in the
Department of Romance Languages, died in Austin on February 5, 1985, at
the age of 92. He received the Bachelor of Arts and the Master of Arts
degrees from The University of Texas at Austin, his doctorate from the
University of Chicago, and taught in Austin for nearly forty years before
his retirement in 1959, 1In 1962, in his seventieth year, he was

appointed Associate Professor Emeritus.

Because of a childhood accident which left him sightless, Randolph
A. Haynes was enrolled in the Texas School for the Blind at the turn of
the century and began his formal education in Austin. His inclination

toward the study of English and foreign languages was manifested early,

Instead of learning a manual trade, young Haynes decided to become a

teacher of Spanish and, ultimately, a university professor. In graduate

school, he concentrated on Spanish philology, with emphasis on lexi-
cography and etymology, a scholarly area difficult and demanding enough
for the sighted, and one which would seem very nearly out of the question
for a person deprived of his eyesight. Randolph A, Haynes' achievement of

his personal and professional goals in spite of his handicap is in every

sense an academic success story.,

The son of John F. and Helen Morrel Haynes, he was born on August
25, 1892, in Milford, Texas, in Ellis County. The accident which cost

him his eyesight resulted from the six-year-old's getting too close to a

man chopping wood; a flying splinter put out an eye; improper medical

attention thereafter caused the loss of the remaining one. In 1901 he

came to Austin and entered the Texas School for the Blind, where he began

his elementary education and learned to read, using a system similar to




