IN MEMORIAM

ROBERT GEORGE LEONARD

Over the decade of the 1970's, there occurred a professionalizing
surge unprecedented in the history of pharmacy. It was wrought from con-
viction and tenacity by a uniquely competent and determined group of

young men and women who were dedicated to the evolution of a rejuvenated

profession. Their ranks were diminished on September 6, 1981, by the

death of Dr. Robert George Leonard.

Those with whom Bob Leonard shared a vision of pharmacy as a fully

professionalized occupation were special people. Because they committed

themselves to be instruments for professional renewal as well as advo-
cates of that renewal, they attained unique status among us. The inten-

sity of that commitment long ago generated a fraternal bond and

That for which Bob

Leonard stood is assured perpetuity in the continuing works of his peers.

collective identity transcending the individual.

This tribute to him becomes a tribute also to those who will sustain the

endeavor,

Emerging neoprofessionalism in pharmacy has acquired the label

“clinical pharmacy,” a term used by some to substantiate a recognition of

the profession's traditional obligations to the patient. To others the
term has come to mean a new orientation to education and practice., To
Bob Leonard it represented a level of commitment to a specific mode of

practice, one in which opportunities existed to overcome obstacles that

have limited the optimal use of the pharmacist's expertise,

Recognizing

the unrealized potential for an amalgamation of pharmaceutical and biomed-

ical sclences that could be developed into a unique composite of

patient-management concepts, he viewed clinical pharmacy also as a

vehicle for innovation. Undeterred by the ambiguity of the term as




