IN MEMORIAM
BEN IDEN PAYNE

Ben Iden Payne was born in Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, on 5 September

1881 to Alfred and Sarah Payne. His father was a Unitarian minister

who encouraged presenting appropriate plays in the Sunday School of his

church. His parents reqularly attended plays, and their enjoyment of

theatrical art undoubtedly nourished the young Payne's dormant interest

in acting. As a very young boy he had playéd the part of a waif 1n
a semi-professional revue when the regular actor could not appear.
He first saw a Shakespearean play when Twelfth Night was presented 1in

a local theatre. During his second year as a scholarship student at

Manchester Grammar School he played Bassanio in The Merchant of Venice.

By the time he was eleven years old he knew he would become a professional

actor.

In the Fall of 1898 he applied for membership in the "Mr. & Mrs. F. R.

Benson's Shakespeare and 01d English Comedy Company". When the company

came to Manchester, Mr. Benson granted an interview to the seventeen
year old Iden and asked him to read Hotspur's lines from The First Part
of Henry the Fourth. Benson agreed to give the boy an "assignment" with
the company but strongly urged that he first finish his final year at
school. In 1899 Payne, too excited to complete his last year of

school, became a "walker-on" with this reputable company. Thus began a




