IN MEMORIAM

Ervin S. Perry
(1935 - 1970)

Ervin S. Perry died at age 34 in the M, D. Anderson Hospital in

' Houston on December 14, 1970, after several weeks of tests and treat-
ment, Only 11l months earlier at the same hospital he had unde rgone

major surgery for removal of a tumor. During the year (1970) he had

resumed his teaching and research in the Department of Civil Engineer-

- ing at The University of Texas at Austin where he served as Associate

Professor. He is survived by his wife, Jean; three daughters, Patricia

" Ervean, Edna Jean, and Arvis Marie; four sisters, Mrs. Alta Mae 1

Davison of Coldsprings, Mrs. Dolphus E, Collier of Conroe, Mrs.
Douglas G. Woolfolk of Prairie View, and Mrs. Willie Jean B1rm1ngham
of Marshall; and one brother, Lt. Col. Mervin E, Perry of Fort

L.eavenworth, Kansas.

Ervin Perry was born on a sandy land farm in Coldsprings, San
Jacinto County, Texas, and grew up in the Coldsprings community, All
six of Willie and Edna Perry's children, including Ervin and his twin
brother Mervin, went on to Prairie View A & M for a college education
and they have distinguished themselves by accomplishments which have
followed this educational background. This clos e-knit, remarkable
family was inspired i)y their father and school teacher mother to move
toward higher education and, for most of them, careers in various aspects

of education,

A reporter for the Dallas Morning News, Richard Morehead, stated
it well, "Ervin Perry was born to a remarkable family which never -
complained of its color or condition, but moved happily from one oppor-
~tunity to “another.‘ Because they were black and poor, perhaps the

Perrys had a more difficult time getting educated than do most children.
Yet eaéh became a leading citizen through perserverance and application

of his talents and training,




