IN MEMORTAM
. MILTON BROCKETT PORTER

Mliton Brockett Porter, Professor Emeritus of Methematics, died at his
home, 2402 Windsor Road, Austin, Texms, on Msy 27, 1960, st the age of
ninety. He is survived by his wife, Goldle Horton Porter, & member of the
Department of Mathematies at the University, two daughters by a firat mer-
riage to Minnle McLanghlin Porter, one sister, seven grandechildren, and
seven great grandchildren. The deughters are Mlonie Moore Porter (Mrs.
Robert M.) Turpin of Midland, and Bugenia Porter (Mrs. Newton J.) Rayzor of
Houston. The sister iz Jessie Porter (Mrs. E. H.) Tessey of Houston.

~ Ire Porter wes born in Sherman, Texas, on November 22, 1869, the oldest
‘of four children born to James Selden Porter and Eugenis Clsy Brockett
Porter. He received his early training from private tuition, public schools,
and Austin College in Shermap. He entered The University of Texas in 1888
and greduvated with a B.8. degree in 1892. He wes & private tutor at a

‘sugar plantstion st Sugarland, Texas, frem 1892 to 1804, Then he eptered
Barvard University, receiving & Master's degree in 1895, and the degree of-
Doctor of Fhilosophy in 1897. '

An sppolntment as Instructor in Mathematles at The University of Texas
for the next two years wms followed by s like appolntment at Yale for 1899 to
1901, with a promction to the rank of Assistant Professor at Yale in 1901.

He held this position only one year, for, upon an invitation from the Regents
of The University of Texas, he returned o Austin as Professor of Pure
Mathematics in 1902, & position he held until he retired in 1945. Sinee that
date he has been designated Profesgor Emeritus by the Regents of the Univer-
Si'!‘.y. '

When Dr. Porter entered the University, the Cepitel Building Lad been
campleted only & short time, the University's Maln Building (west wing) was
not quite finished, and classes were held temporarily in the old Capital
Bullding at Eleventh Street and Congress Avenve, Street cars were horse-.
dravn on unpaved otreets. Thus Dr. Porter "lived" the growth and develop-
ment of The University to 1ts present size. )

, Dr. Porter had a versetility of interest, s high standerd of intel-
lsctual achievement, a penetrating eppraisal of men and their projects, a
Pereonelity and whimsica) humor, qualities probably ummatched on the faculty
in any cpe person, qualities that prompted his being given, as the years
went by, importent sssigrments and honors by administrative officers and
faculty of the institution apd by honor societies. ‘

. Dry Porter represented the University et the formal opening of the Rice
Institute October 1L to 13, 1912, .On this occaslon severel forelgn scholars
were Invited to glve "A series of lectures in the Fundamental Sclences of
Mathematlcs, Fhysics, Chemistry,.Blology, avd the Liberal Bumarities,™
Among the insugural lecturers in Mathematics were Professor Euli Borel,
Director of the Ecole Normal Supdrieure end Professor of the Theory of
Functlons in the University of Paris, Professor Carl St¢mmer, Professor of
Pure Mathematics in the University of Christiania, Norway, bpd Professor
. Vito Volterrs, Frofessor of Mathematics in.the University of Rome. Alresdy
acqualnted with the contributions of these men to Mathematics, Dr. Porter
valued always the opportunity to kww them personally, and to be known by
them. And it edded to the personsl’ contacts he Had already enjoyed during &
sojourn-abroad in 1908-1909, Thére he made personal friends of Edmond
Landan end Felix Klein of Germany, Heori Poincard end Jéeques Hadamard of
France., More recently Dr. Porter enjoyed lmowing end entertaining in his
. oo home & world leader of todsy in the Theory of Functions, Professor 5.
¥andelbrodjt, who for several years has divided his time between professoxr-
ships &% the Collegs de France and Ripe University.




It seems fitting to say st this time thet Dr. Porter's professors at
Hayvard beceme his life-long friends. They were Professor BScher, who was
the immediate inspiration of hie early researches, Professor Byerly, and
Profeasor Osgood. Dr. Forter liked to comment, "fhey made a pet of me as
soon as I got there.” Idkewlse, Frofessor James Pierpont, snd the world-
famous Professor Willard Gibbs of ¥ele, mnd more recently, Professor Leonard
Dickson, & Texan and celebrated mathematicisn of Chicego, and Professor
George Blrkhoff of Harvard were his perscnal friends,

In 1922 there was insugurated at The University of Texss e progrem of
avarding each year the title Research Lecturer to a member of the faculty.
The reclplent was relieved of a portion of his temching duties thet be might
heve time to prepere two or three lectures in his field. Dr. Porter was
the first to receive this honor, and in the spring of 1924, delivered one
or two technical lectures apd one or two genersl omes to fulfill the require-
ments,

The doctorate was conferred for the first time st The University of
Texas in 1915, and only a few times in the next five years, Blology,
Mathematies, end Germsn being fields represented. Dr. Porter's interests lp
furthering graduate study were well known, and in 1920 he was one of & com-
mittee of three named by President Sidney Mezes to formulate plews to en-
courage additional greduste work in still other fields that the University
night compete favorsbly with other imstitutions. In 1925 President
W. M. W, Splawn formed & new committee with Dr. Porter as chelrmen to re-
study and implement the earlier plans. The immediate results were that
members of the famlty known to be quelified to plan end teach graduate
courses, to engage in and direct research in their respective fields, were
designated as belonging to the Graduate Faculty, Thus Dr. Forter had a
part in founding The Graeduste School of The University of Texes.

Dr. Porter was a lover of hooks, good books. Hig persoral library

‘shows he reed and studied extensively cimssical literature, langusges,

history, blogrephy, travel, music, art, and varicus sclencesoutside and
within the domsin of methematics. This diversity of interest and breadth

of knowledge made him a patural choice for the Library Committee, where he
served for wmany yesrs. Hls wise counsel eontributed greatly to the develop-
mwent of the Libraery as a whole, and he was practicslly the sole arblter of
the Mathemstics Section. When he first ceme on the faculty, the Mathematical
Sectlon was good, "surprisingly good,™ to guote him, It contained some
important treatises, files of periodicals, and eollected works. During his
professorshlp he ndded many volumes in these categories as oppertunities
arose to cbtain them and funds became available to purchase them. At the

time of hig retirement the world's mathemeticel litevature was well repre-
sented,

Interested in Astronomy from the days of his youth, Dr. Porter was on
the comnittee nemed by President Bemedict that implemented the gift of the
MeDonald Ohservatory to the University, and he represented the University
on the oceasion of the formsl opening of the Obsexrvatory In 1939. Upon
recelving news of Dr. Porter's demth, Professor Otto Struve, the Cbserva-
tory's first Director (Jolntly with Yerkes Observatory), wrote; "I first
met Dr. Porter in 1932 when we were first comsidering construction of a
large optical telesecope to be bullt under the will of Mr. MeDonald. Dr.
Porter was one of the originel members of the Observatory Committee in
Austin, end throughout ell the years that I waa associated with the McDonald
Ubservatory, he was of great help to me in every respect.”

In 1938 Dr. Porter was chelmmsn of & special committee to formulate
plans for the regular brosdcasting from the Unlversity of programs "musicsl,
popular and on construetive subjects.” The Texas State Network, Ime.,
offered the facllities of its twenty-three statlons for the dilstributicn of
the proposed programs. The work of this comuittee initiated the present
program of broadeasting from Redio House.

Dr. Porter's distinction in Mathematics was recognized patiomally by
the appearance of bis name in Who's Who in America from about 1908, In the
first seven editions of Americen Men of Belence an esterlsk was printed by
his neme to indieate he was one of the thousand leading men of seience 1n
the United States. This custom of "sterring" was discontinued with the
eighth edition in 1949, but while it was being used, not more than a dozen
men of this feculty were selected for the honor. A blography of Dr. Porter
is to appesr in a forthcoming volume of the National Cyclopedia of American
Biography (= publication for Referenee Libraries only). He was elected to
the Society of Sigme Xi et Yale in 1901, and he was one of twenty-one
charter members of the Texas Chapter of Sigma ¥ established in 1914. At




the installetion of the Texas dhhpter of Thi Beta Keppe in 1503, Dr.
Forter was one of & group elected to membership from those who hed graduated
prior to that dste. '

. From bis Harvard days Dr. Porter was & member of the American Mathematical
Soclety. He waz at the meeting of the New York Mathematical Boclety when its
name was changed to the Americap Mathematical Scclety. He wag op its Board of
Mrectors at times, attended many meetings aod read papers before the Scciety
on geeasion. At the time of his death he was the Society's oldest member,

and one of three of longest membership.

Cn Nov. 18, 1957, the Department of Methematics and Astroncmy and Siems XL
‘sponeored & lecture in Dr. Porter's honer. On that occaszion his longstime
friend apd colleague, Dr. Harry S. Vandiver, summarized in a formal tribute
Dr. Porter's acbievements in the mathematicel world and in building a
Mathematics Department at the University that contributed much to the high
pnationsl standing of the institution. This tribute was followed by & lecture
by Dr. Alfred Schild, a research methematician who had joined the faculty
recently. . .

. Ir. Porter's profound lmowledge in his own field end the versatllity he
evidenced was contlnually a source of emazement to his students. It also
served as en inspiration. They recognized his fine attributes es a teacker
in bis stimulating presentation of whatever the topic of the day might be.
Also, he was a friendly counsellor to both students and collesgues. He often
said, "I have tried not to give help. Rather I bave always tried to help &
person help bimgelf."” Dr. Forter was the sort of professor whom students
and eclleagues never forgot. .

This friendly eounsel was given often.outside the academic c¢ircle. As
one instance, he wes so lmpressed by the talent evidenced in & folio of water
colors. of flowers that e housewife hed painted for her own pleasure that be
told her she should seek to kave them published, with the result The Macmillan
Company has published her several books. A new ooe is nesr completion. This
friend wrote in June, "I have always felt i1t was Dr. Porter who.leunched me
on my eareer, so pleasant and profitable,"

Dr. Porter retired from the faculty in 1945, spd on Eia T6th birthdey
thet fall, the Department of Applied Mathematics sponsored & swrprise dinper
in his honor. Dr. J. W. Calhoun (one time Acting President) was master of
ceremonies, and the dinver was attended by about seventy-five of Ir. and Mrs.
Porterts long-time friends and colleagues.

The chapter of Chi Fhi Fratermity at the University bas always been proud
of having Dr. Porter es one of its foumders. DIv. W. Lefevre, Professor of
Philosophy at Texas irn Dr. Porter's atident days, bod been a Chi Phi at the
University of Virginia. He formed the founding group of Nu Chapter in sbout
1890 and invited Dr. Forter to be one of them. In 1957, & member of more than
sixty years standing, Dr. Porher was honored by the fraternity with o dinner
und wes presented with a gold recognition pin. His neme exd influence will
live within Nu Chapter ao one of theiy members who ettained distinction in the
acadenio world. ‘

Belng home lovers, it was natural that Dr. Porter and his vife created

' for themselves & home that has been a grest pleasure to them end to thelr
friends. Thely objects of &rt, selected with a discriminating taste, give
evidence that cne does not have to travel extensively sbroad or to otber far-
‘awvay places to find interesting things. For the most part thelr rare porce-
lains, glass, Ivories, and the like were acquired near home.

Dr. Porter's research in Mathematics was in the Field of the Theory of
Functions. The most accurate sount avallable is the list of fifteen original
papers, with the titles and places of publications as attached to this
memoriem. Several of these papers exclted much interest from leading
mathematicians and are still referred to.

That we may lock with pride on Milton. Brockett Porter, the first Texan

{and the first pative Texsn) to attain distinction in Mathematies, let us
guote from & telegram Mra. Forter received in May from Chairman Floyd E.
Ulrich of the Methematics Depertment of The Rlce University. It read in
part, . '

Frofessor Porter wae unquestionebly the first prominent Mathematician from

the State of Texas. His works are well known throughout the entire mathe-

matical world. The high esteem in which Professor Porter is held is a re-

sult not oply of his outetending contributions in the field of mathematics

but alsc to bis fine reputation as en individusl. The eptire mathematical

community has suffered a real losss '

H. 8. Vandiver, Chairmen, J. A. Burdine, R. A. Law




