IN MEMORTAM

THAD

WEED RIKER

 Thad Weed Riker was born in Stemford, Conn,, November &, 1880, son of
Thaddeus Weed and Louise Dreper (Nesbitt) Riker. After greduating Ifrom high
school in Stamford, and attending Amherst College for two years, he entered
Princeton University, took the B.A, there in 1903, beceme a special fellow in
letin for 1903-1904, and obtained the M.A. in 1904. He then went to Oxford .L
University, whence he received the B. Litt., degree in 1908 and the D, Litt. in
1935, His first appointment, in 1908, wes es instructor in English history at
Cornell University. That seme yesr he published his first scholarly work,

an article on "The Politics behind Braddock's Expedition " in the American

‘Historical Review,
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In 1910 Thad Riker was brought to The University of Texas by George F.
Garrison, head of the Department of History. Coming at & time when several ol
‘the men who were to be his lifelong colleagues bore titles and taught courses
‘that 1ll-comported with thelr actual interests--Eugene C. Barker, historian of
‘the Southwest, was adjunct professor of modern Euwropean history; Charles W,
Ramsdell, student of the South, was instructor in English history; Frederic
Duncelf, medievalist, was tutor in ancient nistory; Charles W. Hackett, future
Latin Americanist, was fellow in medievel history=--Mr, Rlker wes fortunate
enough to be appointed instructor in hils True field, modern European history,
and to begin teaching immediately and entirely in that field. In the first
Universlty catalogue listing his courses, that of 1910-1911, he offered a
suwrvey course on the history of modern continentel Europe, an advanced course
on the era of the French Revolution end Napoleon, and an advanced course On
Purope in the nineteenth century. With the additlion in 1913-191k4 of & course
on the 0ld Régime end in 1917-1918 of a eeminar in modern Furopean history, with
verious updatings of the nineteenth century course, and with the dropping
about 1926-1927 of the survey course, the offerings of his filrst year closely
defined the areas of his more than forty years of teaching. Like most Americans
of his generation devoted to Furopean history, Professor Riker was first and
foremost a diplomatic historian, and tended to guide his advanced students 1in
that direction. The rivalry of the powers Iin the Near East was with him a
favorite topic of seminar attention.

, Mr. Riker was promoted to be adjunct profeseor in 1913, associlatle

professor in 1917, and professor in 1923, During 1931-1932 he was visiting
professor of history at the University of Chicago and at the same time acting
editor of the Journal of Modern History, the leading American periodiceal in that
field, Summer teaching took him to the State Unlversity of Iowa, Ohio State
University, and the University of Californie at Los Angeles. |

_ In 1923 Professor Riker married Miss Fennie Rhea Preston, then an -
instructor in Romance Languages at the University. On their wedding trip the
Rikers spent two months in London; true historien that he was, Frofessor Riker
put his bride to copying documents in the Publilc Records Office, The Rikers
became the parents of two children, Malcolm Preston Riker, born 1925, end Janet
Louise (Riker) Eve, born 1930,

Professor Riker's intereets were keen in several non-academic or semil-
academic directions., For a time he collected eutogrephs, end for a longer
time maintained e devotion to steamps, He served two years as president of the
University Faculty Club, esteeming especially its costume dances and the
opportunity 1t afforded to read plays. Matlers drematic were, Indeed, his
major hobby, A frequent and enthusiastic actor in the Austin Little Theater,
he took his family in the sumer of 1934 to Martha's Vineyard in order that he
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“might attend e dramatic school there. In 8o doing he had in mind, besides the
 improvement of his acting, the benefits that might accrue to the effectliveness
of his clessroom teaching, His students of that perlod can testify that the
syllabus of his course in recent European history was organized as a drema

in five acts, and that he dlsplayed an extreordinary ebility to convey the
color and excltement of events. '

Travel wes with him a principal passion that combined business and
pleasure, Altogether he was abroed nine times. On a characteristic trip
he went to Peris or to London or to Vienna where his working time might
be spent spotting documents to be copied for him in the goverrment archives,

A side of Professor Riker not generally known was his deep love of

‘children. Frequently he took groups of little boys to the circus, and many
of the children of former students he remembered at Christmes with post cards
or eppropriate gifts. This love for children extended abroad, and in hils |
later years he "adopted" an Itallan boy orphened by wer. He kept in consetent
commmication with this boy. He hoped, after retirement, to go to Zurope for
the ostensible purpose of study, but probably his real purpose was to 868
Roberto, his adopted son. His health broke before he could meke the trip,
but even so it took all the ingenuity of his family and physician to keep him
from attempting 1t. '

Professor Riker was a staunch member of All Saints Epiecopal Church,
where he was an occesional lay reader, end several times a vestryman. His
son Malcolm became, with his blessings, an Episcopal clergyman.

Professor Riker's scholarly reputation, which was international in his
particuler specialties, rested mainly upon two mejor books of original research
and 8 number of articles in the best professional journals. Hls firgt book,

entitled Henry Fox, First Iord Hollend: A Study of the Career of an Eighteenth
Century Politician, came out in two volumes in 1911, His interests shifted a
good deal in the twenty years between this book end his second one, The Making
of Modern Roumania: A Study of en International Problem, 18‘26-1866, which
appeared in 1931 and was translated into Roumenlan &s Cum g'a Infapiult
Romania. Both Henry Fox and The Msking of Modern Roumenie were published in
England by the Oxford University Press. A college textbook by Professor Riker,
called A Short History of Modern Furope, and containing nearly nine hundred
pages, was brought out by the Mecmillen Compeny in 1935; Alfred A, Knopf
published in 1948 a revised version under title A History of Modern Europe.
Professor Riker also tried his hand at a public school textbook, Ihe Story of

Furope, published by Houghton Mifflin Campeny in 1942,

Modern

Honorary and professional societles to which he belonged included the
Americen Historical Association, the Soc 14t€ d'histoire moderne, the Royal
Historical Society, end Phi Beta Kappa. He was a corresponding member of the
Acedemis Romans, Bucharest; a member of the fixrst board of editors of the
Texas Review, 1915-1924; & member of the first boerd of editors of the
Journal of Modern History, 1928-1932; end a member of the board of editors of

the American Historical Review, 1943-1948.

To his students Professor Riker was an object of admiration for oombining
liveliness and learning in lectures; of healthy epprehension for enforcing
exacting requirements; and of delight for acting a8 absentminded as they
thought a professor should. A former student who took all hie courses has
said: "Every class period was literally a drematic presentation, No teacher
could have put more of his mental and physical energy into & lecture.’ In
supervising graduaste students he wes a difficult task master in e sense, but
an over-generous one in giving his time and advice. His devotion to modern
European history is perpetuated in the colleges of the Southwest by the people
he trained, such as J., A. Rickard of Texas A. & I.; Frank Gaefford of North
Texas Stete College; Ime Barlow of West Texas College; James Taylor of South=
west Texes State Teachers College; Preston Williams of Lamar College; and John
R, Hubbard of Tulane. To his colleagues Professor Riker's most memorable

single tralt was a lifelong and inflexible insistence upon high stendards
rigorously maintained, It was 1n this insistence that he made probably his

greatest contridbution to the Department ol History, to The University of Texas,
and to higher education in the Southwest. ' ~.

Professor Riker retired from the University at the end of the summer of
1951 and died Februery 17, 1952.
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