WILSON STUART STONE, 1907-68

With the death of Wilson Stuart Stone on February 28, 1968 after a short illness
The University of Texas lost an energetic and 1imaginative leader who played a very

important role in the development of the science of genetics and modern biology

in The Univeréity of Texas System.

Wilson S. Stone was born October 6, 1907 at Junction, Texas, the son of
Donald Stuart and Grace (Finney) Stone. He attended Brackenridge High School in
San AntOnio, 1921-24, after which he entered Baylor University. In 1926 he
transierred to The University of Texas in Austin from which he received the B. A.

~in 1931, the M. A, in 1932, and the Ph. D. degree in 1935 with the late Dr. J. T. Pat-

terson as his major adviser. Dr. Stone was appointed to the Zoology faculty in

1932, serving as an instructor (1932-36) and as an associate professor (1936-42).
He remained until his death with the exception of military service with the United
States Air Force during 1942 to 1945. After his return from military service in
1945, Dr. Stone was promoted to Professor of Zoology.

During his tenure at the University, Dr. Stone was a principal activator in
promoting training and research in modern genetics. His knowledge of the scientific
literature was always current and extensive. He had the skill to detect and analyze
critically the significant findings in scientific pubiications, and he possessed the
intellectual curiosity to seek experimental methods and, when necessary, the
collaborators to explore niches in scientific knowledge suggested by the reports.
Any new research project was undertaken with enthusiasm and energy. He was

in almost constant attendance in the laboratory. This attitude carried over to the

younger departmental members and students and stimulated them to work not only

hard but with accuracy.
Mainly because of Dr. Stone's endeavor, the Genetics Foundation of the

Department of Zoology was organized in 1952, The unit brought the geneticists together




