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LD JAMES THIEL EMANN

Leland James Thielemann professor emeritus of French, died December 24 1987, after a

long illness. Born in Portland, Oregon, on June 12, 1915, he studied at Reed College and the
University of Oregon where he was elected to Ph1 Beta Kappa in his junior year and from which

he was graduated in 1938 with honors in French, German, and Greek. At Reed, he had fallen
under the sway of an inspired and Charismatic professor of history, one Reginald Francis Arragon,

who 1nstilled in his students an undymg love and reverence for learning and humanistic studies,

Wthh accounts in part for Lee's extraordmary devotion to his chosen field and the tremendous

impact he was to have on his students. Under Professor Arragon's guidance, Lee read widely in

pre-Socratic philosophy and studied Greek, which he eventually taught at the University of

Oregon.

On graduation from Oregon, Lee accepted a resident fellowship in the French Department at

Columbia University and on completing his Master's in 1939 was appointed a University Fellow.
His doctoral studies were interrupted by Pearl Harbor and an invitation in early 1942 to work in

cryptography with the United States Army in Arlington. In 1943 he was commissioned in the

'USNR and sent for mtenswe language trammg in Japanese at the Boulder Language School On

completion of his studies he servod as translator and interrogator with the armed forces in New

Guinea and the Philippines; he subsequently went to Japan with the US Strategic Survey. Released
after the war to inactive duty, he resumed his thesis research at the Library of Congress and in the

New York City libraries. He accepted an instructorship at UCLA in 1947 and, after receiving his

doctoral degree from Columbia, was promoted‘ to assistant professor of French in 1950.
Lee's studies at Columbia coincided with the ﬂoWering of one of the great French
departments of the day. Setting out to follow Gilbert Highet's example of building a truly
outstanding Classics Department, Professor Horatio Smith assembled for the French Department a




