IN MEMORIAM
"MILTON JOHN THOMPSON

Milton J. Thompson was born July 28, 190k, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, N
where he attended school through two years of Junior Collego. In September,'
1923 he entered the University of Michigan which awarded'him the.B.S. in
AoronauticalEngineering-in 1925. He remained for graduate study and earned
‘the M.S. in 1926. He then continued work toward the doctorate on a part-time
rbasis while serving as an Instructor of Engineering Mathematlcs and as a

Research Assistant in Aeronautical Engineering. His Master's Thesis was on.

Witoszynski's Airfoil Theory, and in 1928, he won a fellowship in aerodynamics
from the Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of'AeronautiCS‘which enabled him
to study under Professor Witoszynski at the Warsaw Polytechnical Institute
in Poland. He received the Sc.D. there in 1930. .

In September of 1930 he returned to the University of Michigan as
Assistant Professor of Aeronautical Engineering, advancing to Associate Pro-
fessor in 1937. In éddifionto his teaching, he was involved in a number of
external_projects of a technical and legal nature. He condocted.wind.tunnel

tests of the gas downflowbehindsfeampower plant exhaust stacks, a resurg-
ing area of study again some 35 years later. He was active for several years
in automobile aerodynamics, and served as expert witness for the General
Motors Corporation in connection with patents on what was then known as no-
draft ventilation. He made proving ground tests of several automobiles

with various arrangements of ventilator panes in the front doors. For this
purpose he devised a network of wires suppqQrting short threads which indicated

the nature of flow in the car interior, a method still in vogue in low-speed

aerodynamics.

He also acted as a technical expert in patent litigation on
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propellors for wind-driven electric generators, and conducted wind tunnel

tests on such devices. He was consultant and expert witness in legal action

evolving from an aircraft accident, the first of several such cases in en-

suing years. He served also as a consultant to the Lockheed Aircraft Corpor-

ation on the aerodynamics of the original "Electra'" aircraft, on which he

made wind tunnel tests, and similarly with Bell Aircraft Corporation on their

fighter aircraft.

In February, 1941, he joined The University of Texas as Professor
of Aeronautics in the Department of Mechanical Bngineering,‘with responsibi-
lity for their Aeronautical option. The growth of aviation and the impetus
of the*war effort led to the establishment of the Department of Aeronautical

Engineering, with Dr. Thompson as Chairman, a position he held for the next

24 years. He was responsible for initiation of graduate programs 1n the De-

partment and personally supervised the work of an impressive list of graduate
students. He is largely due the credit for the national reputation earned

by the Department during those years.

During the war years, he devoted considerable effort to defense-

related activities, becoming educational supervisor of the Engineering, Science,

Management War Tfaining Program in Aeronautical Engineering immediately upon
joining the University. In 1943, he was Coordinator of the Curtiss-Wright
Engineering Cadette Program for training young ladies to be engineering as-
sistants. For most of 1945 he was on leave to serve as Supervisor of Aero-
dynamics at the Applied Physics Laboratory of The Johns Hopkins University.
Upon his return, he joined with Dr. C. P. Boner to establish the Defense

Research Laboratory at The University, in which he served as Associate Di-

rector until shortly before his death.
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In the post-war years he was active in both academic and defense-

related work, serving on a number of military-sponsored panels and committees.
He continued his consulting work 1n aerodynamics and aircraft accidents, and
served regularly on accreditation committees for engineering cblleges.fkaeihya
served several semesters as Acting Chairman of the Department ofEngineering
Mechanics. 1In 1967, after relinquishing the responsibilities of the Chairman-
ship, he was granted a sabbatical and spent the Fall semester in Germany and

the Spring semester in England. He lectured on his research at several Uni-
versities and obtained source material for his courses and evolved plans for
a book on aircraft aerodyhamics.

Dr. Thompson was a member of Sigma Xi, Tau Beta Pi, Sigma Gamma

Tau, and Phi Kappa Phi which he served as President, as well as numerous

technical societies.,
His career, which spanned Lindberg's flight to manned flight to
the Moon, was ended by heart failure on July 23, 1971, while he was in class.

He 1s survived by his wife, Mrs. Helen (Frank) Thompson whom he married

August 22, 1931, a daughter, Mrs. E. K. Evans, of Austin, and a son, Richard

Deéne Thompson of New York City.

Dr. Thompson served in an untiring manner on numerous university
committee assignments. The most significant of these assignments was

Chaiyman of the Dean's Selection Committee for the selection of the Cean to

replace Dean Willis R. Woolrich.

which was held in Austin in 1959.
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