IN MEMORIAM
"MILTON JOHN THOMPSON

Milton J. Thompson was born July 28, 190k, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, N
where he attended school through two years of Junior Collego. In September,'
1923 he entered the University of Michigan which awarded'him the.B.S. in
AoronauticalEngineering-in 1925. He remained for graduate study and earned
‘the M.S. in 1926. He then continued work toward the doctorate on a part-time
rbasis while serving as an Instructor of Engineering Mathematlcs and as a

Research Assistant in Aeronautical Engineering. His Master's Thesis was on.

Witoszynski's Airfoil Theory, and in 1928, he won a fellowship in aerodynamics
from the Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of'AeronautiCS‘which enabled him
to study under Professor Witoszynski at the Warsaw Polytechnical Institute
in Poland. He received the Sc.D. there in 1930. .

In September of 1930 he returned to the University of Michigan as
Assistant Professor of Aeronautical Engineering, advancing to Associate Pro-
fessor in 1937. In éddifionto his teaching, he was involved in a number of
external_projects of a technical and legal nature. He condocted.wind.tunnel

tests of the gas downflowbehindsfeampower plant exhaust stacks, a resurg-
ing area of study again some 35 years later. He was active for several years
in automobile aerodynamics, and served as expert witness for the General
Motors Corporation in connection with patents on what was then known as no-
draft ventilation. He made proving ground tests of several automobiles

with various arrangements of ventilator panes in the front doors. For this
purpose he devised a network of wires suppqQrting short threads which indicated

the nature of flow in the car interior, a method still in vogue in low-speed

aerodynamics.

He also acted as a technical expert in patent litigation on




