VEMORIAM

PAUL JENNINGS THOMPSON

Paul Jennings Thompson was born in Quincy, Ill., September 26,

1890, one of three children of William F. and Calemia (Oldenhage)

Thompson. The family moved to Kahoka, Mo., where he lived most of his

boyhood and youth.

While in high school, he worked in the afternoon and saturdays

for the Clark County Courier, the weekly newspaper published in Kahoka.

He was graduated from high school in 1908 ; the year journalism was first
established as an academic discipline in an American university, at the

University of Missouri. Lacking the money to go to college, he worked

two years as a full-time employee on the Clark County Courier. On his

savings, he entered the School of Journalism at the University of Missouri

in 1910, and was graduated in three and a half years, destined to be cne

the Missouri vanguard inspired by Dean Walter Williams to espouse the
honor of the press and to spread journalism education across the nation.

After graduation, he was successively assistant editor of the

Clark County Courier; editor of the Macon (Mo.) Republican, and a member

of the advertising department of the Cedar Valley Times in Vinton ; fowa,

During World War I, the Army turned him down twice for being too thin

and underweight.

The third time, he volunteered, he was accepted and

sent to Camp McArthur near Waco, Texas. While there ;, he met and married

Mrs. Bess Park (nee Gentry) of Waco. After the Armistice, he took his

bride and young stepson, Adrian

s to Billings, Montana, where he worked
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