VEMORIAM

PAUL JENNINGS THOMPSON

Paul Jennings Thompson was born in Quincy, Ill., September 26,

1890, one of three children of William F. and Calemia (Oldenhage)

Thompson. The family moved to Kahoka, Mo., where he lived most of his

boyhood and youth.

While in high school, he worked in the afternoon and saturdays

for the Clark County Courier, the weekly newspaper published in Kahoka.

He was graduated from high school in 1908 ; the year journalism was first
established as an academic discipline in an American university, at the

University of Missouri. Lacking the money to go to college, he worked

two years as a full-time employee on the Clark County Courier. On his

savings, he entered the School of Journalism at the University of Missouri

in 1910, and was graduated in three and a half years, destined to be cne

the Missouri vanguard inspired by Dean Walter Williams to espouse the
honor of the press and to spread journalism education across the nation.

After graduation, he was successively assistant editor of the

Clark County Courier; editor of the Macon (Mo.) Republican, and a member

of the advertising department of the Cedar Valley Times in Vinton ; fowa,

During World War I, the Army turned him down twice for being too thin

and underweight.

The third time, he volunteered, he was accepted and

sent to Camp McArthur near Waco, Texas. While there ;, he met and married

Mrs. Bess Park (nee Gentry) of Waco. After the Armistice, he took his

bride and young stepson, Adrian

s to Billings, Montana, where he worked
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on the Billings Gazette. A bitter cold winter, a wife homesick for

Texas, and & recommendation by Dean Walter Williams soon brought him

back to Texas to teach journalism.
In September, 1919, Paul Thompson joined the faculty of the
School of Journalism at The University of Texas as adjunct professor.

Although Journalism was housed in an unpeinted wartime shack s the future

of the five-year-old school looked promising. In 1925, however, it

became an expendable pawn of Texas politics, when Governor Mirism A.

Ferguson deleted the appropriation for Journalism along with that for

Fine Arts in the biennium budget of The University of Texas.

With the abolishment of the School of Journalism , &ll members

of the staff left the University except Paul Thompson.

Feeling an

obligation to the students already committed to a journalism degree, and
deeply convinced that the honor of journalism education was on trial g

he helped to work out a means of carrying on a sufficient program of
courses in journalism and advertising under the aegis of the College of
Business Administration to enable journalism majors to graduate with the
B. J. degree during the next two years. While teaching more than a full
load of courses, he also studied for a master's degree at the University,
receiving the M.B.A. in August, 1927. .

With the defeat of

overnor Ferguson in the election of 1926,

Mr. Thompson remained at the University to reorganize the teaching of
Journalism under s départmental status in the College of Arts and Sciences.
In 1927, he became Chairman of the new Department and was authorized to
hire one additional faculty member. He managed ; however, to have a teach-

ing staff of four by persuading the head of the University News and
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Information Bureau t.o _teach two courses and the head of student publica-
tions to teach one course--with no extra pay the first year.
With profound dedic;.tion to his work , he moved the Department
of Journalism forward by the gradual process of institution -bulilding.
One of thé first building blocks shaped to fit the needs of the University

community as well as the needs of the Department of Journalism was the

remodeling of Texas Student Publications , dnc.

Through his position on

the board of directors, and drawing upon more than seven years of news-

paper experience, an intimate working knowledge of student publications

galned at Missouri, and his education in business administration ; he

brought about business procedures and a financial policy so sound that

- in time Texas Student Publications became a model to be copied at many

colleges and universities in the nation.

A companion building block which he fashioned during the same

period was the integration of laboratory work in reporting and editing

courses with the news-editorial work of The Daily Texan. while at the

same time achieving a separation of editorial control of the Texan from

Uepartment of Journalism and the University administration. By

placing responsibility for the ‘content of the Texan in the hands of the

volunteer staff of students, and at the same time assuring continuity
of policy through a faculty-student board of directors, he implemented
& policy which gave journalism students a daily working example of
freedom of the présg and the maturing experience of responsibility.

The Texan became a student newspaper that in all-round qua.lity ranked

second to none in the country, and it provided a standard and a daily

opportunity for journalism students to "learn by d

oing" and "to teach




