~ IN MEMORIAM

FRNEST JOSEPH VILLAVASO
. 1LOoT4-1972 ‘

Many years ago a colleague said of Professor Villavaso: "He has a
mind like an acid spray.” That Quality'ofmind determinedhié method
of teaching. Patiently but relentléssly'heforcedhis students to think
clearly and to express their thoughts with precision.

Not so many years ago a graduate student of his who was also an
instructor in French‘said: "He is theperfect_honnebe homme." Like a

Renaissance man he took all learning to be his province'but'he had the

' amateur spirit in the best senée of the term. He did hot parade or

exploit his profound knowledge of many fields. He had been impelled to
acquire*it’bya‘disinterested love of learning. He tréatedthose of less
learning andlowef rank with a couftesy'whichwés not mere form. He acted
towards other humanbeingswithan unself-consclious kindness and considera-
tion born of sympathetic imagination. This rare courtesy is best illus-
trated by a policy he followed when hewas absolute ruler of the French
section of the Depaftment‘ofRomanceLanguages,i.e.,'before Budget Councills
were instituted. If a French class had to be scheduled at a particularly
inconvenient hour he taught that class himself rather than impose it on an
underling.' Hebore*thename of a Spanish aristocrat and his ethical wvalues
and social behavior were those of the ldeal French aristocrat of by-gone

days.
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~What LaRochefoucauld expressed by "Le vrai honnete homme est celui

qul ne se pique de rien" Professor Villavaso rendered by "Decent people

are modest." In this -sense, also he was a "vrai honnfte homme."
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This Resolution was prepe.red by a Speciai Committee consisting of Professors

Ernest F. Haden, Chairman , lancaster E. Dabney, Gregory G. LaGrone y Katherine
E. Wheatley.




