MFMORIAL RESOLUTION FOR JAMFS HEMPHILL WALXZK

WHEREAS, on Saturday, June 14, 1947, Tcxas lost one of
hor most distinguished and beloved citizens in the éeath of
the Honorable James Hemphill Walker, of Austin, the day be-
fore his 87th birthday, thereby endlng a brill lant and nebls
carecr of nearly a half century of public service; and

- WHERFAS, Mr. Walker was born of a pioneer Texas family
at Grandview in Johnson County on June 15, 1860, and after
attending the public schools, graduated from Mansf ield College,
thereafter teaching school for several years, and on (ctober

6, 1881, he married the daughter of another pioneer Texas
family y Miss Nancy Rush Gathings, who was born in Hill County ,
Texas, on December 30, 1866, and died March 22, 1944, but
prior to her death they celebrated their B:L:ctieth annivercary
of marital happiness and fidelity on October 6, 1941l; cf this
marriage slx sons were born: I. A. Walker and Gathings Walker,
both now deceased; Mills Prentice Walker, of Bryan, Tcxas;
Fhilip Rush Walker, of Fort Worth, Texas, Solon M. Walkcr, of
can Antonio, Texas and Hamilton Smith Walker' of Austin, Toxas;

and

WHEREAS, he served the people of this 3tate with honcr
and distinction, being employed in the General Land Office of
Texas as Spanlsh Translator from January 17, 1899 to Decerlhor
1, 1900, when he became Chief Clerk in the office of the Stiate
Comptroller of Public Accounts, serving in that capacity from
Januwary 17, 1901, untll March 3, 1903, when he became Assistant
to the Manager of the Texas Prison System on lMarcan 3, 1503,
which position he held until March 7, 1307, when he returned
to the General Land Office as Legal Examiner, becomlng Chief
Clerk on January 17, 1909, by appointment of the late J. T,
Robison, then Land Commlssioner, and upon the death of Mr.
Robieon Mr. Walker was a ppointed by Governor Dan Moody 1o
fill the unexpired term, and he was consistently re-elected to
that office until April 1936, when he announced that he would
no longer seek electlon to public office, and after serving

out his term as Iand Commissioner on January 11, 1937, he be-
came lLand Officer of The University of Texas and Served in
thls position until hiB death and - -

WHEREAS, Mr. ‘Walker vas a man of quiet dignlty y 1U1yiold-
ing in principle and devotion to the dquties of citizenship,
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. and he passee from the scene lese widely k:nown than he might

have been except for his modesty, and the State has lost an-
other member from its fast dwindling ranks of pioneers who

- have made Texas great, and our citizenship has lost a friend

and a valuable citizen whose memory shall not be dimmed by
time but rather will serve to enlarge the stature of a good
and @'eat man whose loynlty, sincerity, integrity , pat ience

8implicity, and straightforwardness endeared him to his ass 0- .
c:lates hiB friende and his loved. ones - and -

WEIREAS feeble words cannot add to his stature but 1t
is the desire of the Faculty and Administrative Staff of The

University of Texas to pay tribute to such a man and to ex-

press hear tielt Bympathy tO the members Of his family, there.. .

. RESOLVED by the Faculty Council of The University of -
Texas, that we acknowledge the loss of this outstanding

_public servant, and that a copy of this resolution be spread
-upon the minutes of the Faculty Council to serve in some

measure the acknowledgment of the debt all Texas owes and .

~the tribute we pay to a fine and true citizen and public

official, and that a copy of this resolution be sent to the

' - members of his bereaved family.
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