- OLIVER DOUGLAS WEEKS

Dr. Oliver Douglas Weeks, Professor Emeritus of the University

of Texas at Austin, died October 30, 1970. He was born in Marion, Ohio

September 4, 1896. He is survived by his widow, Julien Devereux Weeks;

two children: Sarah Jane Hills, St. Lambert, Quebec, Canada, and J.

Devereux Weeks, Athens , Georgia; and five grandchildren.

He obtained his education from midwestern institutlions, gradu-

ating from the Marion, Ohio High School in 1914, and obtaining the B.A.

degree from Ohio Wesleyan University in 1913, the M.A. and the Fh.D.

degrees from the University of Wisconsin in 1919 and 1924, respectively.

Prior to completion of the Ph.D. requirements, he had been a teaching
assistant for two years at the University of Wisconsin and Assistant
Professor of History and Political Science for two years at Morningside

College, Sioux City, lowa.

Wéek,s, came to the University of Texas in 1.924 as Instructor in
~ Govermment, and except for one year was on its faculty until his retire-
ment on May 31, 1966. In 1925 he accepted a position as Assistant
Professor of Political Science at Western Reserve University. He re-

turned to the University of Texas as Associate Professor of Government in

1926, was promoted to Professor in 1933, and in 1934 was given the title

of Graduate Professor. He was Chairman of the Department of Government

in 1930-31, 1935-47 , 1950-57, and during much of these periods was also

Graduate Adviser.
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Weeks carried burdens for the University which to present-day
scholars would eppear excesslve. While Chairman and Graduate Adviser he
regularly taught two coursés each semester and simultaneously supervised
& substantial nﬁmber of Ph.D. dissertation and M.A. thesls projects.

He served on numerous university, eoliege , and department committees,
and was chairmm at vé.rious times of a diverse group of universitvy I
commlittees, notably for many years the Committee on Public Lectures and
a group of committee-s coﬁcerned with student goverMent. and student
affairs. All of his wvarious duﬁies were performed with scrupulous
punctuality and attention to detail. ‘

Weeks' services outside the University extended to a variety of
activities. He took a leave of absence in 1945-46 to serve with the U.S.
Army University Faculty, first as ‘Brench Head in Political Science at
Schrivenham American University, Shrivenham, England and then on the
Political Séience Faculty at Biarritz American University, Biarritz,
France. His most notable public service was with the Austin Public
Library Commission on which he served from 1931 to 1969, as chairman
from 1951 to 1969. He also _served on an Austin City Charter Commisslion,
as consultant for & decade to the National Municipal ILeague on the "Model
State Constitution,” a.nd in a variety of consultant capacities to agencies
of state govermment. In professional organizations he was the first
president of the Southwestern Political Science Association (1963-64),

a member ¢of the BExecutive Committee of the Southern Political Science
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and for many years a member of the Committee on

leglslatures of +the American Political Science Associlation.

Assoclation (1960-62),

He was a specialist in

but for years he taught s 1n addition

to his courses on Political Parties and Legislation » & course on Ancient

and Medieval. Politicsl Theory and one on Modern Political Theory. He

retained the interest in loecal and state government which grew out of a

Fbh.D. dissertation on county govermment. Yet his breadth was not

A voracious reader, he also was a

His students, including two who wrote this

memorial > Would universally testify to his thoroughness » his exacting

requirements, and his insistence upon perfection in written work. Many

through trying experiences » but knew when they finished that they had

learned standards of thoroughness in research and skill in writing that
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often said that he wanted to complete at least one major piece a year

and & number of smaller products. Amcng his articles are some that were

reprinted in legal or political science collations. Lvery publication

In quality the publications

show the realism that characterized Weeks' thought. In a period before
the dawn of behavioral techniques in social sclence vesearch, Weeks

sought to penetrate the hard realities of the political world with =
fervor for empirical data and perception of its significancé that led

him to say that_ he was more behavioral than the behavioralists. He came
to be known nationally as a constructive scholar ; and as the person in

the profession of political science with the most profound knowledge of
and ablllity to interpret politics and the legislative process in Texas.

Assiduous in his work, he also enjoyed his leisure and friends.

He relished his associatiomsin his clubs--in early years the Social Science
Club, Scholia, and Fortunightly, in later years Town and Cown. Except for
- his clubs his recreation was in the numerous sociszl gatherings in which he

and his wife participated. In these he relaxed joyfully, bringing humor

and jollity to the occasion. He leaves behind s family who knew his home

as the center of study and play, a multitude of students whose indebtedness

1s large, and a host of friends who found life more Joyful because he was

here.
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