IN MEMORIAM

We Gordon Whale !

Unexpected death terminated the distinguished career of Dr. W.
Gordon Whaley on December 15, 1982, Dr. Whaley is survived by his wife,

Clare, two grandchildren and his brother, Frank. The Whaley's daughter,
Patricia Hardesty, died February 15, 1986.

W. Gordon Whaley was born in New York City on January 16, 1914. He
was awarded the B.S. degree by the University of Massachusetts in 1936
and the Ph.D. by Columbia University in 1939. At Columbia, Whaley held

the Nathaniel Lord Britton Fellowship and a University Fellowship during
his graduate studies. '

Prior to joining the faculty of The University of Texas at Austin,

Dr. Whaley held a number of professional appointments. These include a
Lectureship at Barnard College (1939-1940) and an Instructorship at
Columbia University (1940-1943). During World War II, Dr. Whaley served

as Senior Geneticist in the U.S. Department of Agriculture (1943-1946).

This position involved assignments in Mexico, Brazil and in Europe in

relation to the search for sources of natural rubber. Subsequently, at
The University of Texas, he served as Associate Professor of Botany
(1946-1948), and as Professor and Chairman (1948-1962) of the Department
of Botany; at the same time he assumed the Directorship of the Plant

Research Institute (1947-1964), and later of the Cell Research Institute
(1964-1979). Dr. Whaley held visiting professorships at The Rockefeller

University (1964-1972) and at the University of Leningrad (spring of
1978).

Dr. Whaley excelled as a teacher of both undergraduate and graduate

students in courses in general biology, plant genetics, morphogenesis,




