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DOCUMENTS OF THE GENERAL FACULTY 
 

CHANGES TO THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES  
IN THE SCHOOL OF GEOSCIENCES CHAPTER OF 

THE UNDERGRADUATE CATALOG, 2008-2010 
 
 

Dean Eric Barron of the Jackson School of Geosciences has f iled with the secretary of the Faculty Council the 
following changes to the Bachelor of Arts in Geological Sciences in the School of Geosciences chapter in the 
Undergraduate Catalog, 2008-2010. The faculty of the school approved the changes on September 13, 2007, 
and the dean approved the proposed change on September 21, 2007. The secretary has classif ied this proposal 
as legislation of exclusive interest to a single college or school. 
 
The Committee on Undergraduate Degree Program Review recommended approval of the change on October 
10, 2007, and forwarded the proposed changes to the Office of the General Faculty. The Faculty Council has the 
authority to approve this legislation on behalf of the General Faculty. The authority to grant final approval on 
this legislation resides with the Executive Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.  
 
If no objection is filed with the Office of the General Faculty by the date specif ied below, the legislation will be 
held to have been approved by the Faculty Council. If an objection is f iled within the prescribed period, the 
legislation will be presented to the Faculty Council at its next meeting. The objection, with reasons, must be 
signed by a member of the Faculty Council. 
 
To be counted, a protest must be received in the Office of the General Faculty by noon on October 22, 2007. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Alexander Greninger, Secretary 
The Faculty Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This legislation was posted on the Faculty Council Web site (http://www.utexas.edu/faculty/council/) on 
October 15, 2007. Paper copies are available on request from the Office of the General Faculty, WMB 2.102, 
F9500. 
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CHANGES TO THE BACHELOR OF ARTS IN GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES  
IN THE SCHOOL OF GEOSCIENCES CHAPTER OF 

THE UNDERGRADUATE CATALOG, 2008-2010 
 
NAME OF DEGREE PROGRAM(S): BACHELOR OF ARTS IN GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES  
 
[Note: Changes to the dual degree between the College of Engineering and the Jackson School of Geosciences, 
the Bachelor of Science in Geosystems Engineering and Hydrogeology, are equivalent to those submitted by 
Engineering and are not duplicated here.] 
 
EXPLAIN CHANGE(S) TO DEGREE PROGRAM: 
We have added a signature course to the BA degree. Also, for all plans, we eliminated Geo 312K as a possible 
substitute for Geo 303 or 401. 
 
We provided a more accurate statement about the degree program and potential for future careers and removed 
Geo 422K and 428 as required upper division electives. 
 
Indicate pages in the Undergraduate Catalog where changes will be made. Pages 256-258 
 
GIVE A DETAILED RATIONALE FOR CHANGE(S):  
We added a signature course to correspond to core curriculum reform recommendations for 2008-2010 catalog. 
Geo 312K is no longer taught. 
 
We changed the wording to provide better guidance for prospective majors. We added flexibility to the degree 
program by reducing the number of required upper division electives, thereby allowing students to choose from 
a wider range of upper division electives to match their interests and career goals. The signature course replaces 
3 semester hours of a general elective.  
 
SCOPE OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE(S): 
Does this proposal impact other  colleges/schools? I f yes, then how? No. 
 
Has the other  college(s)/school(s) been informed of the proposed change? I f so, please indicate their  
response. N/A. 
Person communicated with: N/A 
Date of Communication: N/A 
 
Wi ll this proposal change the number  of required hours for  degree completion? I f yes, please explain. No 
 
Does this proposal involve changes to the core cur r iculum (42-hour  core, signature courses, flags)? I f yes, 
please explain. These changes reflect the addition of a freshman signature course. 
 
 
COLLEGE/SCHOOL APPROVAL PROCESS: 
Department: Yes  Date: 9/13/07 
Dean:  Yes  Date: 9/21/2007 
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BACHELOR OF ARTS IN GEOLOGICAL SCIENCES2 

 
The Bachelor of Arts in Geological Sciences (BAGeoSci) is a classical arts and sciences degree. [with a strong 
component of liberal arts courses and a nearly equal number of courses in geological sciences, other sciences, 
and mathematics. Because of its breadth, the BAGeoSci is not normally considered a professional degree for a 
working geologist, but it is appropriate preparation for f ields with a substantial geology component, such as 
resource management, environmental law, and certain types of business. The requirements for the Bachelor of 
Arts in Geological Sciences are designed to give each student flexibility in the selection of courses to meet 
individual needs.] This option can be tailored to combine interests in liberal arts and the geosciences for pursuit 
of employment in professions such as business, journalism, resource management, public policy, law or 
medicine. B.A. students have a great f lexibility in the variety of upper division geology courses they can elect to 
include in their program. They also must complete four courses, two of which are upper division, to constitute a 
Òminor degree.Ó All students seeking to become professional geoscientists should pursue one of the B.S. degree 
options.   
 
A total of 120 semester hours is required for the degree. Of the 120 hours, thirty-six must be in upper-division 
courses. At least sixty hours, including eighteen hours of upper-division coursework, and at least twenty-four of 
the last thirty hours, must be completed in residence at the University. As long as these residence rules are met, 
credit may be earned by examination, by extension, by correspondence (up to 30 percent of the semester hours 
required for the degree) or, with the approval of the dean, by work transferred from another institution. 
 
The coursework counted toward the degree may include no more than thirty-six hours in any one subject in the 
College of Liberal Arts or the College of Natural Sciences; and no more than thirty-six hours in any other single 
college or school of the University, including the Jackson School. 
 
No coursework to be counted toward the degree may be taken on the pass/fail basis. 
 
Three categories of work must be completed: prescribed work, major and minor requirements, and electives. In 
addition, the student must fulf il l the University requirements for graduation given in chapter 1 and the 
requirements of the Jackson School given on pages 255Ð256. 
 
PRESCRIBED WORK 
[The prescribed work is divided into four areas: A, language and literature; B, social sciences; C, natural 
sciences; and D, general culture. Together these courses make up about half of the degree program. 
 
A course taken to meet the requirements of one area may not also be used to fulfill the requirements of another 
area. The only exception to this rule is that a course taken to fulfil l the Area A foreign language requirement or 
the Area B, C, or D requirement may also be counted toward the writing requirement in Area A if  the course is 
certified as having a substantial writing component.] 
 
[Area A, Language and Literature] 
[English composition and literature: Rhetoric and Writing 306 and English 316K. 
 
Writing: In addition to Rhetoric and Writing 306 and English 316K, each student must complete two courses 
certified as having a substantial writing component. One of these courses must be upper-division. If the writing 
requirement is not fulfilled by courses specif ied for the degree, the student must fulf il l it either with electives or 
with coursework taken in addition to the number of semester hours required for the degree. Courses used to 
fulfil l the writing requirement may be used simultaneously to fulfill other area requirements or major and minor 
requirements. Courses with a substantial writing component are identif ied in the Course Schedule. 
 
Foreign language: Students must complete four semesters in a single foreign language. 
 
The foreign language requirement is the attainment of a certain proficiency rather than the completion of a 
specified number of hours. Students may accelerate their progress at any point in the sequence by means of 
credit by examination. 
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To achieve proficiency in a foreign language as rapidly as possible, qualified students are urged to take 
advantage of intensive foreign language courses. Information is available in the appropriate language 
department. Courses used to fulfill the foreign language requirement must be language courses; literature-in-
translation courses, for example, may not be counted.] 
 
[Area B, Social Sciences] 
[Eighteen semester hours are required, distributed among at least four of the f ields of study listed below. 
1. Six semester hours in each of the following fields of study: 

a. American government, including Texas government 
b. American history 

2. Three semester hours each from any two of the following f ields of study: 
a. Anthropology 
b. Economics 
c. Geography 
d. Linguistics 
e. Psychology 
f. Sociology] 
 

[Area C, Natural Sciences] 
[Each student must have credit for three semester hours in a course offered by the University of Texas at Austin 
Department of Mathematics, excluding Mathematics 301, 316K, and 316L. Algebra courses at the level of 
Mathematics 301 or the equivalent may not be counted toward the Area C requirement or toward the total 
number of hours required for the degree. Students who enter the University with fewer than three units of high 
school mathematics at the level of Algebra I or higher must take Mathematics 301 without degree credit to 
remove their deficiency. 
 
Fifteen additional semester hours are required, with no more than nine in any one department, from the f ields of 
study listed below. No more than nine hours of mathematics and computer sciences combined may be included 
in these fif teen hours. Nine of these fif teen hours must be taken in courses in the College of Natural Sciences, 
items 1 through 9 below, with at least six hours taken in one subject from items 1 through 7; these nine hours 
may include no more than three hours of mathematics or computer sciences. The remaining six hours may be 
chosen from courses in the natural sciences listed below or from approved alternative courses in subjects 10 
through 15; a list of approved courses is available in the Undergraduate Advising Off ice. Of these six hours, a 
maximum of three hours in courses in either the history of science or the philosophy of science may be used. 

1. Astronomy 
2. Biology 
3. Chemistry 
4. Marine science 
5. Nutrition 
6. Physical science 
7. Physics 
8. Mathematics 
9. Computer sciences 
10. Experimental psychology 
11. Physical anthropology 
12. Physical geography 
13. Philosophy (courses in logic) 
14. History of science and philosophy of science 
15. Other science courses approved by the dean 
 

Students, counselors, and advisers are urged to make careful selection of Area C courses in order to develop a 
meaningful pattern and a coherent sequence.] 
 
[Area D, General Culture] 
[Six semester hours from the areas listed below. Three of these six hours must be chosen from subarea 1, 2, 3, 
or 4 (excluding courses in logic). 
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A student who uses Greek or Latin to meet the Area A foreign language requirement may use additional 
coursework in the same language to meet the Area D requirement, but only courses beyond the fourth semester 
proficiency level may be used. 
1. Architecture 
2. Classics, including classical civilization, Greek, Latin 
3. Fine arts, including art history, design, ensemble, fine arts, instruments, music, studio art, theatre and 

dance, visual art studies 
4. Philosophy 
5. Approved interdisciplinary courses including, but not restricted to, those in programs of special 

concentration cutting across specif ic departments, schools, or colleges. Lists of approved courses are 
available in the Undergraduate Advising Office.] 

 
All students pursuing the Bachelor of Arts in Geological Sciences must complete the University-wide Core 
Curriculum outlined in Chapter 2 of the Undergraduate Catalog.  
 
Additionally, all students in this degree program must complete the following requirements, some of which may 
be taken in partial fulf il lment of the University-wide Core:  
 
¥ Two courses carrying a Writing Flag or Substantial Writing Component designation. Courses used to fulf il l 

this requirement may be used simultaneously to fulfill other requirements, unless otherwise specified. 
These courses are identif ied in the Course Schedule.  
 

¥ Four semesters in a single foreign language. The foreign language requirement is the attainment of a certain 
proficiency rather than the completion of a specified number of hours. Students may accelerate their 
progress at any point in the sequence by means of credit by examination.  
 
To achieve proficiency in a foreign language as rapidly as possible, qualified students are urged to take 
advantage of intensive foreign language courses. Information is available in the appropriate language 
department. Courses used to fulfill the foreign language requirement must be language courses; literature in 
translation courses, for example, may not be counted. 
 

¥ Three semester hours in social sciences beyond the requirement of the University-wide Core Curriculum. 
Courses used to fulfill this requirement may be selected from the following f ields of study and must be in a 
different field of study than the course taken in the Core. 
a. Anthropology 
b. Economics 
c. Geography 
d. Linguistics 
e. Psychology 
f. Sociology 
 

¥ Six semester hours in natural sciences are required in addition to the courses taken as part of the 
University-wide Core Curriculum. Courses used to fulf il l this requirement may be selected from the 
following f ields of study, with no more than three semester hours in either the history of science of 
philosophy of science.  
a. Astronomy 
b. Biology 
c. Chemistry 
d. Marine Science 
e. Nutrition  
f. Physical Science 
g. Physics 
h. Mathematics 
i. Computer Science 
j. Experimental Psychology 
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k. Physical Anthropology 
l. Physical Geography 
m. Philosophy (courses in logic) 
n. History of Science and Philosophy of Science 
o. Other courses approved by the Dean 

 
¥ Three semester hours from the f ields of study listed below. 

a. Architecture 
b. Classics, including classical civilization, Greek, Latin 
c. Fine arts, including art history, design, ensemble, fine arts, instruments, music, studio art, theatre and 

dance, and visual art studies  
d. Philosophy (excluding courses in logic) 
e. Approved interdisciplinary courses including, but not limited to, those in programs of special 

concentration cutting across specif ic departments, schools, or colleges. Lists of approved courses are 
available in the Undergraduate Advising Office.  

 
THE BA MAJOR AND MINOR 
 
With the exception of courses [that fulfil l the Area A writing requirement,] carrying a Writing Flag or 
Substantial Writing Component designation, a course taken to fulfill the requirements under ÒPrescribed WorkÓ 
above may not also be counted toward fulfillment of the major and minor requirements. 
 
Residence requirements for the major. At least eighteen semester hours of coursework in geological sciences, 
including six hours of upper-division coursework, must be completed in residence at the University. 
 
Course requirements for the major. Geological Sciences 401 or 303 [or 312K], 404C or 405, 416K, 416M, 
420K, [422K, 428,] and enough additional upper-division coursework in geological sciences to make a total of 
thirty-two semester hours; six semester hours in biology; Chemistry 301 and 302; and three semester hours in 
physics. 
 

Minor. Twelve semester hours, of which at least six must be in upper-division coursework, in any one of the 
following disciplines: anthropology, astronomy, biology, business, computer sciences, chemistry, education, 
engineering, geography, mathematics, and physics. Other disciplines may be chosen with written approval of 
the undergraduate adviser. 
 
ELECTIVES 
In addition to the prescribed work and the major and minor, the student must take enough elective coursework 
to complete the 120 semester hours required for the degree. These 120 hours may include no more than twelve 
semester hours of Bible and no more than nine hours of air force science, military science, or naval science. 
 
MINIMUM SCHOLASTIC REQUIREMENTS 
The student must earn a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.00 in all courses taken at the University of 
Texas at Austin (including credit by examination, correspondence, and extension) for which a grade or symbol 
other than Q, W, X, or CR is recorded. In addition, the student must earn a grade point average of at least 2.00 in 
geological sciences courses taken at the University and counted toward the major requirement. 
 
The student must earn a grade of at least [C] C- in each semester of each course used to fulf ill any of the 
requirements for the degree. 
 
For more information about grades and the grade point average, see General Information. 
 


