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DOCUMENTS OF THE GENERAL FACULTY 
 

CHANGES TO THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN  
HUMAN DEVELOPM ENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES 

IN THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES CHAPTER OF 
THE UNDERGRADUATE CATALOG, 2008-2010 

 
 

Dean Mary Ann Rankin of the College of Natural Sciences has filed with the secretary of the Faculty Council 
the following changes to the Bachelor of Science in Human Development and Family Sciences in the College of 
Natural Sciences chapter in the Undergraduate Catalog, 2008-2010. The faculty of the college approved the 
changes in July 2007, and the dean approved the changes on October 3, 2007. The secretary has classified this 
proposal as legislation of exclusive interest to a single college or school. 
 
The Committee on Undergraduate Degree Program Review recommended approval of the change on December 
19, 2007, and forwarded the proposed changes to the Office of the General Faculty. The Faculty Council has the 
authority to approve this legislation on behalf of the General Faculty. The authority to grant final approval on 
this legislation resides with the Executive Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.  
 
If no objection is filed with the Office of the General Faculty by the date specified below, the legislation will be 
held to have been approved by the Faculty Council. If an objection is filed within the prescribed period, the 
legislation will be presented to the Faculty Council at its next meeting. The objection, with reasons, must be 
signed by a member of the Faculty Council. 
 
To be counted, a protest must be received in the Office of the General Faculty by noon on January 17, 2008. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sue Alexander Greninger, Secretary 
The Faculty Council 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This legislation was posted on the Faculty Council Web site (http://www.utexas.edu/faculty/council/) on 
January 10, 2008. Paper copies are available on request from the Office of the General Faculty, WMB 2.102, 
F9500. 



5927 

 

CHANGES TO THE BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN  
HUMAN DEVELOPM ENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES 

IN THE COLLEGE OF NATURAL SCIENCES CHAPTER OF 
THE UNDERGRADUATE CATALOG, 2008-2010 

 
 
NAME OF DEGREE PROGRAM(S): BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND 
FAMILY SCIENCES 
 
EXPLAIN CHANGE(S) TO DEGREE PROGRAM: 
1) Add Human Development and Family Sciences 340 (Ethical, Philosophical, and Professional Development Issues in 

Human Development and Family Sciences) under degree requirement 10 for Options I through V. Add statement 
regarding grades of C or better: the initial statement was not broad enough to cover all courses required for the 
major. 

2) Add new course, Human Development and Family Sciences 343 (Human Development in Minority and 
Immigrant Families) to the list of courses that can be counted toward the nine additional human 
development and family sciences credit hours under degree requirement 11 for Option II (Human 
Development) and Option IV (Families and Society). 

3) Add Human Development and Family Sciences 360 (Methods of Family Life Education) to the lists of 
courses that can count toward the nine additional human development and family sciences credit hours for 
Option III (Families and Personal Relationships) and Option IV (Families and Society) under degree 
requirement 11. 

 
Indicate pages in the Undergraduate Catalog where changes will be made. Pages 474-476 
 
GIVE A DETAILED RATIONALE FOR CHANGE(S):  
1) This new course will address the important ethics, values, goals, and leadership content that our majors 

vitally need and will be offered in a larger classroom setting than has been possible in Human Development 
and Family Sciences 360 (Methods of Family Life Education), where the content is now brief ly covered. In 
addition, the new course will provide more in-depth study about career opportunities and professional 
development in the field of human development and family sciences than has been previously possible and 
has been requested by a number of our majors during recent semesters. This new course also has the 
potential to fulf il l the ethics and leadership f lag as prescribed in the curriculum reforms being implemented 
for all undergraduate students. 

2) To expand course offerings for majors to include the opportunity for students to learn about the influence of diverse 
ethnic and cultural backgrounds on human development and family well being as well as issues faced by immigrant 
families. 

3) The course content in Human Development and Family Sciences 360 (Methods of Family Life Education) is being 
redesigned to focus more thoroughly than before on adult program development for students who are seeking to 
qualify as Certified Family Life Educators and pursuing careers where this subject matter is especially relevant. 
Course content will be expanded to include the needs of various adult populations, methods of effective instruction, 
different learning styles, and program assessment and evaluation techniques. The former course content on ethical 
issues and professional development will be included in the newly-created Human Development and Family Studies 
340 course (Ethical, Philosophical, and Professional Development Issues in Human Development and Family 
Sciences), which will be a required core course for majors in Options I-V.  This course restructuring will help 
minimize the registration problems that have occurred when Human Development and Family Sciences 360 was 
required for all majors. 

 
SCOPE OF THE PROPOSED CHANGE(S): 
Does this proposal impact other  colleges/schools? I f yes, then how? No. 
 
Has the other  college(s)/school(s) been informed of the proposed change? I f so, please indicate their  
response. N/A 
Person communicated with: 
Date of Communication: 
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Wi ll this proposal change the number  of required hours for  degree completion? I f yes, please explain. No. 
 
Does this proposal involve changes to the core cur r iculum (42-hour  core, signature courses, flags)? I f yes, 
please explain.  
1) Yes, the department would like this course to qualify for the ethics and leadership flag. 
2) Yes, the department would like this course to qualify for the Cultural Diversity in the United States f lag. 
3) No. 
 
COLLEGE/SCHOOL APPROVAL PROCESS: 
College:  Yes  Date: July 2007   
Dean:  Yes  Date: October 3, 2007  
 
 
 
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES 
{No changes to this section.} 
 
PRESCRIBED WORK COMMON TO ALL OPTIONS 
{No changes to this section.} 
 
ADDITIONAL PRESCRIBED WORK FOR EACH OPTION 
OPTION I: EARLY CHILDHOOD 
This option is designed to provide the necessary foundation for further study or a career in working with 
children in applied settings. 
7. Educational Psychology 371 or Mathematics 316; Mathematics 408C or 408K. 
8. Chemistry 301 or 313N; Biology 311C; Biology 311D or Chemistry 302 or 314N; and three additional 

semester hours of coursework in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer sciences, geological sciences, 
mathematics, nutrition (other than Nutrition 311), or physics. Courses designed for nonscience majors may 
not be counted toward this requirement; students should consult the Department of Human Ecology for a 
list of courses that may be counted. 

9. Nine semester hours from an approved list of supporting courses available from the Department of Human 
Ecology. Students should confer with their advisers about courses appropriate to their career goals. 

10. Thirty-one semester hours in the Department of Human Ecology, consisting of Nutrition 311; Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and [360] 340; six hours chosen from 
Human Development and Family Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355; and six additional hours of 
coursework in human development and family sciences. Registration for Human Development and Family 
Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355 is restricted to students whose applications have been approved. 
Applications for these courses may be obtained in the human development and family sciences division 
office; application deadlines are May 1 for enrollment the following spring semester and December 1 for 
enrollment the following fall semester. 

11. Nine additional semester hours chosen from Human Development and Family Sciences 338, 339, 351, 366, 
378K (Topic 6: Introduction to Early Childhood Intervention), and 378L. 

12. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 126 semester hours. 
 
OPTION II: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT 
This option involves the study of development across the lifespan. 
7. Educational Psychology 371 or Mathematics 316; Mathematics 408C or 408K. 
8. Chemistry 301 or 313N; Biology 311C; Biology 311D or Chemistry 302 or 314N; and three additional 

semester hours of coursework in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer sciences, geological sciences, 
mathematics, nutrition (other than Nutrition 311), or physics. Courses designed for nonscience majors may 
not be counted toward this requirement; students should consult the Department of Human Ecology for a 
list of courses that may be counted. 

9. Nine semester hours from an approved list of supporting courses available from the Department of Human 
Ecology. Students should confer with their advisers about courses appropriate to their career goals. 

10. Thirty-one semester hours in the Department of Human Ecology, consisting of Nutrition 311; Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and [360] 340; six hours chosen from 
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Human Development and Family Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355; and six additional hours of 
coursework in human development and family sciences. Registration for Human Development and Family 
Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355 is restricted to students whose applications have been approved. 
Applications for these courses may be obtained in the human development and family sciences division 
office; application deadlines are May 1 for enrollment the following spring semester and December 1 for 
enrollment the following fall semester. 

11. Nine additional semester hours chosen from Human Development and Family Sciences 335, 343, 345, 351, 
371, 372K, and 378L. 

12. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 126 semester hours. 
 
OPTION III: FAMILIES AND PERSONAL RELATIONSHIPS 
This option involves the study of the formation and maintenance of close relationships, especially couple and 
family relationships. 
7. Educational Psychology 371 or Mathematics 316; Mathematics 408C or 408K. 
8. Chemistry 301 or 313N; Biology 311C; Biology 311D or Chemistry 302 or 314N; and three additional 

semester hours of coursework in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer sciences, geological sciences, 
mathematics, nutrition (other than Nutrition 311), or physics. Courses designed for nonscience majors may 
not be counted toward this requirement; students should consult the Department of Human Ecology for a 
list of courses that may be counted. 

9. Nine semester hours from an approved list of supporting courses available from the Department of Human 
Ecology. Students should confer with their advisers about courses appropriate to their career goals. 

10. Thirty-one semester hours in the Department of Human Ecology, consisting of Nutrition 311; Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and [360] 340; six hours chosen from 
Human Development and Family Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355; and six additional hours of 
coursework in human development and family sciences. Registration for Human Development and Family 
Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355 is restricted to students whose applications have been approved. 
Applications for these courses may be obtained in the human development and family sciences division 
office; application deadlines are May 1 for enrollment the following spring semester and December 1 for 
enrollment the following fall semester. 

11. Nine additional semester hours chosen from Human Development and Family Sciences 322, 337, 345, 347, 
358, 360, and 372K. 

12. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 126 semester hours. 
 
OPTION IV: FAMILIES AND SOCIETY 
This option involves the study of the family and its interactions with larger socioeconomic systems, such as the 
economy, work, the media, public policy, and government. 
7. Educational Psychology 371 or Mathematics 316; Mathematics 408C or 408K. 
8. Chemistry 301 or 313N; Biology 311C; Biology 311D or Chemistry 302 or 314N; and three additional 

semester hours of coursework in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer sciences, geological sciences, 
mathematics, nutrition (other than Nutrition 311), or physics. Courses designed for nonscience majors may 
not be counted toward this requirement; students should consult the Department of Human Ecology for a 
list of courses that may be counted. 

9. Nine semester hours from an approved list of supporting courses available from the Department of Human 
Ecology. Students should confer with their advisers about courses appropriate to their career goals. 

10. Thirty-one semester hours in the Department of Human Ecology, consisting of Nutrition 311; Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and [360] 340; six hours chosen from 
Human Development and Family Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355; and six additional hours of 
coursework in human development and family sciences. Registration for Human Development and Family 
Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355 is restricted to students whose applications have been approved. 
Applications for these courses may be obtained in the human development and family sciences division 
office; application deadlines are May 1 for enrollment the following spring semester and December 1 for 
enrollment the following fall semester. 

11. Nine additional semester hours chosen from Human Development and Family Sciences 322, 339, 343, 347, 
354, 360, 362, 375, 378K (Topic 5: Media and the Family), and 378K (Topic 6: Introduction to Early 
Childhood Intervention). 

12. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 126 semester hours. 
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OPTION V: GENERAL HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES 
This option allows the student to individualize the degree plan to match his or her career goals. Option V is 
limited to students with an in-residence University grade point average of at least 3.00, credit for Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, and 315L with a grade of at least C in each, and 
consent of the faculty undergraduate adviser. 
7. Educational Psychology 371 or Mathematics 316; Mathematics 408C or 408K. 
8. Chemistry 301 or 313N; Biology 311C; Biology 311D or Chemistry 302 or 314N; and three additional 

semester hours of coursework in astronomy, biology, chemistry, computer sciences, geological sciences, 
mathematics, nutrition (other than Nutrition 311), or physics. Courses designed for nonscience majors may 
not be counted toward this requirement; students should consult the Department of Human Ecology for a 
list of courses that may be counted. 

9. Nine semester hours from an approved list of supporting courses available from the Department of Human 
Ecology. Students should confer with their advisers about courses appropriate to their career goals. 

10. Thirty-one semester hours in the Department of Human Ecology, consisting of Nutrition 311; Human 
Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and [360] 340; six hours chosen from 
Human Development and Family Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355; and six additional hours of 
coursework in human development and family sciences. Registration for Human Development and Family 
Sciences 352, 652F, 352L, 652P, and 355 is restricted to students whose applications have been approved. 
Applications for these courses may be obtained in the human development and family sciences division 
office; application deadlines are May 1 for enrollment the following spring semester and December 1 for 
enrollment the following fall semester. 

11. Nine additional semester hours in human development and family sciences. 
12. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 126 semester hours. 
 
OPTION VI: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND FAMILY SCIENCES HONORS 
This option is designed to prepare students for academic or research careers. 
7. Breadth requirement: An honors mathematics course; Biology 315H and 325H; Chemistry 301H and 302H; 

and either a three-semester-hour honors-designated computer sciences course or Physics 301, 316, or 315. 
8. Human Ecology 115H and 225H. 
9. Human Development and Family Sciences 304, 312, 313, 113L, 315L, and eighteen semester hours chosen 

from the following: Human Development and Family Sciences 335, 337, 345, 347, 351, 358, 362, 371, 
372K, 378L, and approved social science courses. 

10. Natural Sciences 301C. 
11. A section of Rhetoric and Writing 309S that is restricted to Dean’s Scholars. 
12. Human Development and Family Sciences 379H and a three-semester-hour upper-division research course 

approved by the departmental honors adviser. 
13. Twenty additional semester hours of coursework approved by the departmental honors adviser. 
14. Six hours of coursework in the College of Liberal Arts or the College of Fine Arts. 
15. Enough additional coursework to make a total of 120 semester hours. 
 
SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS 
All students must fulf il l the University-wide graduation requirements given on pages 18Ð19 and the college 
requirements given on pages 453Ð454. [They must also make a grade of at least C in each course. in the 
Department of Human Ecology that is counted toward the degree. Students in options I through V must also 
make a grade of at least C in each course used to fulfill requirement 10 of the prescribed work for the option.] A 
grade of C or better is required in all mathematics and science courses specifically required by the degree, and 
in all courses specifically required in the major or minor. 
 
To graduate under option VI, students must earn grades of A in the departmental research and thesis courses 
described in requirement 12 above and must present their research in an approved public forum, such as the 
annual College of Natural Sciences Poster Session. Students must also have a grade point average at graduation 
of at least 3.50 in coursework taken in residence at the University. Students who fail to maintain an in-residence 
grade point average of at least 3.25 will usually be academically dismissed from option VI; under special 
circumstances and at the discretion of the departmental honors adviser, a student may be allowed to continue 
under academic review. 


