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SUBJECT Taping session for Washington Tapes

I n accordance with our t e l e phone conversat ion today, I have told
Washington Tapes that you are wi l l ing to di s cus s the followi ng quest ions
fo r a f ifteen-minute educational tape r ecording:

Communism in La t i n America

How wi despread is i t?
What is Castro 's infl uence? Russia 's? Chi na 's?
I s it Russ ian or Ita l i a n or Chinese Communism or i s it

indigenous t o South America?
Does the politics l stabi lity of a co untry affect Communist

act!vi tiea?
What is t he OAS doi ng to combat Communism?
What are we doi ng to prevent i t s sprea d?
How do t he South Ame r i can count r ies r es c t t o our effor ts?

You wil l indicate when your schedule permits you to make t hi s
recording .

P/MS:WABradford :srf



COMMUNISM IN lATIN AMERICA

Any 15 ..inuta dbcu..ion of tha aubjact of "Cmmnmb..

in Latin America" .....t be li..ited to laneral1tia.. !berefore,

it would be _11 to ""'Pha.be at tha vary outset how mioleedina

and auperficial .uch ganaralitia. can ba in traating a aubject

a. complax e. thb. Fir.t of all, thera are approximately

240,000,000 people Iivina in the 20 countrie. of Latin

Amarica di.cu••ed here. .0 tva of the.e countrie. are

identical, of cour.e, and .ome are totally different frID

other.. What a contra.t, for eXllIIIple, between the hbtory and

way of life of the Dominican Republic and Chile, or of Haiti

and Mexico! Furthermare, there are enOr1lOU8 di.fferences

ine1de each country, difference. which are probably more

profound and startling than any which can be found in.ide the

United State. . Rio de Janeiro 18 one of the great co.mopol1tan

harbors of the world, with many ..ile. of modem .architecture,

and in the interior of IIra"il, thou.anda of mile. up the Amazon

River, there are abor1r;inea who atill live the life of

prehiatoric man. Lima i. a proud center of intellectual and

cultural life, with a university ..tablbhed a century before

our own firat university, Harvard, and yet ..illion. of Peruvian

Indian., the
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Indiana, the daacendanta of the Incae, atill liva well

outdde the mainetrellD of the netional life of thet count ry .

Many of them do not even epeak Span18h .

You already know thaee facta, of coune . I mention

them hare only to remind you of how vaa t and c""",lex and

paradoxical an area we are discuadng when we refer to

"Latin America" .

On" other point of clarification . The following

d18cu..ion rafen only to the 19 Latin _rican countriea which

are -..bera of the Organization of American Statee, plue Cuba.

Our discuadon doee not include the recently eetablished

independant atata of Guyana (former Brit18h Guiana), which 18

a ~ar of the British Co-.nwealth, nor doee it include

Jamaica, the French ialande of Guadeloupe, Martinique , ate .

This qualification hae eoma a1gnificenc.. , becanae the COIIIIIUniste

ara cartainly active in a_ of theee other areu .

Wa ehould aleo lIl&ke clear at the very outae t axactly

what we mean by Coamm18ta and COIIIIIUIt18t lIlOVe..nte. We do not

include here all laftists; meny Latin American leftiats are

not Communiata, and aoma are anti-Communiat. There are many

nOD-Communiat political and intellectual group. in Latin

America which are urging and a..king profound and aveeping

econOld.c and
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.oc1a1 cbaz..... When we r.fer to C...1llll1.tI

in th1a dl.cu..1on we _II> only tho.. pen • 0 are actuelly

,"kn of Cc milt parti•• or who It l ...t r.gard th_.l....

a. C:_....iltl. It 11 ....fu1 to ~'b,..1ze IDd re_lber tbil

fin1tion _. thera 18 h contualotl d tuary th1n1dna

d _y Latin A.er1cao. tend to baU.". that

Cco_lI\ilt label on aoyDDa ""0 aupport. revolutionary

on thil point.

... pin the

CM " or who u critical f Un1ted Stat.. oUc1... '1bil

iI .!.aply untrue . Lat _ ftlphuiz., ... r.aliz. full _11

that the _jorlty of Latin A.eric 0 tb1nlt of tb_e1....

.. l.ftut. are t C latl. Unfortunately for the •••

conveo1enc. ot our d1.cua.lon, 1t 1. DDt alway••a.y to

d.ter-ine wbether a party • auld be d.dpatad .. C lat

or IIOt . But 1n _.t c.... 1t la IIOt too difficult to dla-

tt.oaulab baltl"".....mn a C:...IIIII:ut d DD-CClIIIlllllut party.

So b for tha.. f.., intr
•

tory~b of clarificat10n

our. jactl, Latin _",lca d C...111111...

..... wbet .......t pr•••nt C..,IIIIIUt .tr tb in Latin

A.erlca, IlI\d wbet are cC_amlDut chanc•• for the futur.? Of

coun., only ODe of the 20 Latin A.erlcu c tri•• , Cuba, u

d.r Co UJut control It r •••nt . In .... c ountru., .uch

.. ChU. d
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