


in the Burovean Parlisment ("which «= let us be frank -~ iz powerless
anyway"), whers they would be a tiny minority; thelr inclusion in zuch
organs might sven affect their views somewhat (to illustrate this point,
he referred to the Ttalian Ceneral Confederation of Labor's (CGIL's)
conflicts with the WFTU with regard to the Cemmon Harket).

Although the subject was not explored systematieally, Fieraccini
did net say anything that would lead me ‘o qualify the analysis of
Socialist Joreign policy that I recently completed. Porhaps he would
have bean less "official™ in his statessnts and more inclined to express
hig private views (however they may differ from the Autonomists® public
pogitions) if this had not been cur first meeting.

Pieraccinl also talked at some length about the Algerian situation,
and three of his points should perhaps be noted here, if only because of
thely implications resarding pessible Algerian attitudes toward the U.S.
{2) Pierseeini said the Algerian mationalist leaders were “instinciively®
suspicicus of the Western powers -~ "understandably so® in view of their
experisnces -- and sre inclined to be on the lockout for celonialism in
“more subtle forms.” (He said at one point that Yorth Africans are
attracied to Ttalians because they believe Ttaly has the technical skills
and sconomie ressurces to halp them but lacks the inelination and power

T to domimate them politically). (b) Pleraceinl said-that he had recently — -

tallked with Ben thedds and that Ben %hedda referred to "and resented®

J.5. "contacta® and Americen "observers® with the 043. (o) Pieraccini

alse =aid that some Algerian lsaders were once afraid that ths OAS might
suceeed in creating a Furopean enclave around Oran, *force™ the Algerians

to aseek help “from the Jagt,™ and then trangform ilgeria into “another
Korea,* with the WBELEMR/{including the United States) helping the
“{fascists” of the 048 and the Soviet Union helping the Algerian nationalistis.

Pieraceint talked at comsidersble lengih
He said that the nationalization of the
electric power industyy is the only nationalization that will be demanded

by _the Sosizlists during the course of the mext Parliament (normally, 1943«
68). But there are many major problems on which the Socialigts will
demand government action. Among these he discussed: renovation of the
edueational system (facilities, persennel, curriculums); reforms ef the
government styucture {creation of regiensl zovermments, increase of
communal autonomy): referm of the taxation systom: reform of the judiciary,
which he termed, with convineing illustraticns, ons of the most “shameful®
aspects of Italian scecliety; reform of the buresucrzcy; urban and regional
planning and development; reforn of Iialian agricultural system in its
technieal and socisl aspecis (for example,; abelition of the mezzadria, or
share-sropper system eommon in much of central ITtaly).




succegaful the Socialiats might be in pushing for such messures. He
did say repeatedly, however, that the “greatest danger" to the eenter-
left government and "therefore” to a progressive and demoorstic govern~
ment in Italy is the situation with the Christian Dempcratic party (IC).
The danger is oreated mainly by intsrnal IC eonflicts beotween more
progressive and more conservative elements. However, Pleraceini sald
that many politicians (espscially the group around Alde ¥ore, the IC
Secretary) are nsither "idealogically® nor “programmatically® oriented
but simply "sower® orieated and are inclined to go sleng with whatever
govermuent and program will best keep them in power. Beecause of this,
the Moro faction is no real denger to the center-left unless it can be
won over to the policy of the much small right wing of the party which
is closely tied ts powerful conservative intorest groups -- tut this
wag always 2 pessible development.
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Ameong the factors Pleraceini noted as pushing IC toward some kind
of collabeoration with the Soocialists were the following: (2) the new
Pope, who is both less inclined to "intsrfere® in political matiers and
mere inclined to Yeneourage a move to the left® than his predecessors
(b) the electoral and parliamentary positien of the DC, which has “forced”
it to make a cholos botween a move to the right snd a move to the lefty
{c) the pressures of the rank-and-file party members and the Catholic
voters,; wvho, could be %manipnlated® for Yeonservative® purposes so leng
as the Bosisliste were allied to-the Commumnist party (PCI) but no longer

fear the PCI as they once did. The pressures pushing the IC to the right

. are (a) the personal autheritarian inelination "of a goed part® of the
IC leadergs (b} the “integralist” traditien of political Catholicism in —
Italy® (o) the powerful conservative pressure groups, which have used the
D¢ as an instrument teo defend their partisular interests and are unlikely
to "suffer vassively® the reforms that a centsr-lsafi government would
propose when these touch their vested intereats.

The position of the PSI. The Socialist Autonomists were in a
difficult position at the time of the pariy®s 1961 congress because their
policy of reeching some agresment with the Christian Democrats seemed to
be getting nowhere, and it was 2 "mivracle® that the Antoncmists were able
to hold on to thelr majority pesition. At present, the Autonomists ave
far stronger than they were even six months ago and -~ barring any majer

“satback {o the center-lefi government - should "substantially inorease®
thely majerity at the national dongress scheduled for late this year
{probably before the Communist congress, now set for December). The
eenter-left governments at the Iceal and at the national level have bseen
suceessful enough, ao far, to embarrass the internal opposition to the
Autenomists. Lelio Basso's faection is weaker than ever ~~ as it "was
bound to be” unless it could act as mediator between the extreme factions,
which 1% cammot do because of the antonomists absolute majority. The
extreme left faction is hoth embarrassed and divided: a certain number of
its leaders -~ mainly intellsctvals of an extremely doetrinaire bent -- are
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