


he has really shaken his victims with his withering blasts to
the pomnt where they have serlously considered leaving the Party.
This has been true at varicus times of ﬁlpl&ﬁ&Sl {the head of

the UIL labox uanion), Luigi Preti (the present Minister of
Forelgn Trade whom you met recently), and Margherita Barnabel,
the pleasant and cultured leader of the small faction on the

far left. In the case of the latter, who is fairly well known
foxr her amorous adventures, Saragatbt stocoped to the level of
making some pretiy pungent remarks on her morals in hexr presence
at a Directorate meeting. Unfortunately, these characteristics

of his tend to produce a situation in which those closest to him
ar

e madipcrites who accept without quesiion hlu habit of spesking
and acting uqiaacmrall for the entire ?P52I. Un the other hand,
aven most of Saragat’s severest critics will admir, when prassad,
that he is a fundamentail; decent man and guite courageous and
honest by Italian domestic political standards. The longer I
staved in Italy the more I cameto value these ﬁuaiities. For
example, during the tense days of the spring of 1960, when the
Fascist supported g gove roment of Tambroni obviousliy was at least
flirting with the {dea of staying In power through undemoc atic

means, and some Italian politicians were quite obviously

ﬁ:;gzcened Saragat was in the forefront of the “fight, in the
Chamber and outside, £o oust the Prime M'qigtmr, Furthermorse,
S beean consistently aggressively oro-d emowrabwc and
and his anti-Fascist-end a i
' it is for these quali
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The matter of Saragat’s "inconsistency’ probably merits a
paragraph by itself. It 1s true that in his tacties he ¢ s
Zxeom one position te another overnight, and vehemently attack
a thorough scoundrel a man whom he was eulogizing the day before.
When I called on him I knew I might get anything from the -
exuberant full embrace treatment to a resentful fishy eyed stare.
£ PSDI
vultles, for some of which he thought we shared the
nsibility, at least l'dlrect;y But on basic policies and
ons I think Saragat has been very consistent. I feel he is

best frisnds we have in italy and I never had the
oubt of his firm and all out oaposﬁtloa £o both the
and Fascists. I think that should count for a great
lv. Hor do I wish to exaggerate his emoti onal‘sm.
£ my talks with him he has been quite genial, calm
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The death




The death of Saragat's wife a couple of years ago really
kit him hard. They had been through a great deal together, and
she had supported the family by working as a seamstress during
the hard exile days in France. O(ne time when I was talking to
him soon after her death he broke down and cried. His grand-
child i3 a great consolation to him. He also has a son in the
Italian dﬂalrwa ic sexrvice.

Une difficulty in talking with Saragat 1lies in the fact tha
times he is not completely frank with foreign visitors or
ven when he believes they are favorably isposed towards
think that this is partly due te his experience with some
L lars
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'eprgsan&at*v Wwho ung tood wvery 11&21& cf Italian
ic affairs but were sumelimes plajlrgﬁ or getting ready to
acitive role therein, Saraaat feels with a keen sense of
on that most foreigners do “not understand the intricacies
n politics, much less his own personal trials and
ons., In such cases he almost iﬁvariab1y uses the broad
tment with considerable exaggeration. For example,
take the form of grossly exaggerating the power and
of the PSDI and distorting the shortcomings of the Nenni
Also, when Zarvagat feels it is a auestlor of little
ny _eht he has a tendency to pontificate and to
the ;orelvne rememper one occasion whan a very
and 83 maafﬁ;;;b vigitor passed through Rome and I was
bassy to interpr for him with Saragat The
ad m : that he would like to hiear his
alian politics but unxo“tuqata;y had cﬂly fifteen
ragat stared at the man and then remarked drily that
remember the following: "Italy is note-
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Party 4ﬂ destez @ which collaborates with the
Commund pidest bourgeoisie in the entire
world', a?agat has sometimes made the most scathing comments
to me abOLL some of the Brmt¢an L.abourites, for example Crossman,
whio came to Italy thinking that they understood Italian politics
because they were British leftists, and who spent their time
drinking Italian wine and handing dut cheap advice on how he
ought to run his party.

1

I think that perhaps ancther reason why Saragat tends to
exaggerate the strength and role oF the PSDI is that he suspects
or fears that the forelgnar may feel his Party is finished and
has no Juture, and so he will sometﬁmes make wildly optimistiz
pradictions as to how many seats and votes the P3DI may win at
coming elections.

One



One interesting aspect of Saragat's character comes out
in his relationship with Nemnni. My strong impression is that
Nennl likes and reSpects Saragat more than vice-versa. FTor
example, the former always sends the PSDI leader a Christmas
card., Of course it is easier for Nenni to be more generous, for
he is in a stronger position,but I think this is genuinely
indicative of the real feelings between the two men. I woul‘
say that of the two Henni is much more mellow, is more
and earthy, and has much more of the common touch. $aragat has

more education and 15 certainly more of a highbrow. I remember
that on one occasxon, when I was walking back to my Milan hotel
fyom a long session of the ’dl&l““* Congress, L stepped intc a
tobacco shop and saw several persons EQgeriy studying a football
pool ;i»xet (in which one tries to predict the results of next
veaﬁ 's games) s;gne“ Dy Pletro Nemni. 1 cannot imazine Saragat's
£illing out such a ticket.

Some of the things which Saragat was most inte ted about

in the Unilted States was aacertaining the extent oz the firmmess
and intelligence of our leadership and our capability and
determination to stay ahead of the Soviet Union. He questicne

me repeatedly as Lo whether the Soviets weres overtaking us in

production and ﬁational growth., He was ZJOIOugﬂlv d““gis“ed
~wdth ues—for letiing the Soviets get the jﬁm@*{f’@ &y space, and
he was immensely pleased and vesassurad with our lat cessas.

I think that on this trip he will have ia mind, among othex
things, improving his own personal prestige before the uovuming
2lections by meeting the Fresident, ascertaining our fealings
on Italian polizics and world «ffairs, and trying to *cqiiﬁca
us that the PSDI has an Important role to play and that the
Socialisgts have by no means come csmp etely away from the Sammuﬁig“s
He may well fear that we ars getting v .aady to go overboard on the
S i
tr

SI. Perhaps that is one reason so much of his wvisit concen-
ates on meetings with labor union leaders.

My own vote would be in favor of: thanking Saragat eloquently
for his long and faithful support of Italian democracy and the
Free World; assuring him that while we are pleased with Socialist
progress away from the Communists we fully realize that much
remains to be donme in that regard and that the P5DI has an
important role to play; consulting with hlm as to his own views
on Italian and foreign affairs; and, empnaa zing that the United
States is determined to do more than hold its own with the Sino-
soviet Bloc,
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