
January 5 .1977

To : Harry Shla udeman

SUb j ec t : Gabr iel Ga r ci a Marquez

You may have noticed the a ttached Omang piece on Gabriel Gar c i a

Marquez ,S unday before last . No te t~~ marked por t i on on p . 2 about

his being refused vi sas to the U. S . One of the f ew things I 've been

ab l e to achieve 1n AHA 1 3 U lib oral visa pol i cy . So • • • • • • • ••

In J une ,1971 I learned Garcia was to receive an honorary degree

at Columbia . I made certain the r e woul d b e no vi s a problem, and in­

deed he r eceive d it prompt l y - al t hough I discovered he had been re­

fused a visa previous ly ,a few years e arlier. In any event ,! flew up

to NYC Kennedy Ai r por t ,greet ed Garcia and wife , got t hem thro ugh cus ­

toms uninspected ,and t ook them on 1n to thei r New York ho t el . We ha d

a f ine c hat on the way In ,during which I told him my !'avor1te of' hi s

stories wa s "No One Wr i t es to t he Col on el " . When he returned to Co­

lombi a Gar ci a mentioned that the Depar t men t had welCOMed him. But of

course some Latin Ame r i c an l ertl sts ,llke Gar ci a and Car l os Fuen t es ,

need t he im age of being r ef'used U.S . vi sas .

G. Lister
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