
Sharon Bradford Franklin is Senior Counsel at The Constitution Project (“TCP”), a constitutional 

watchdog based in Washington, D.C. Her work focuses on TCP’s Rule of Law Program, which 

addresses issues of government secrecy, individual privacy, and detention policies, and advocates 

for protection both of Americans’ civil liberties as well as our nation’s security. Franklin’s recent 

work has included filing an amicus brief in the U.S. Supreme Court in the consolidated cases 

General Dynamics v. United States and Boeing v. United States, in which defense contractors 

challenge the U.S. government’s assertion of the state secrets privilege to block their defense in a 

government contracting dispute. Franklin previously served as a Trial Attorney with the Housing & 

Civil Enforcement Section of the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. Department of Justice, and as a 

Special Counsel handling civil rights policy issues in the Office of General Counsel at the Federal 

Communications Commission. She graduated from Harvard College and Yale Law School, and 

began her legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Jane R. Roth, first in the U.S. District Court 

for the District of Delaware and then on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit. 

Lee Gelernt has been an attorney with the American Civil Liberties Union since 1992, and works 

on immigration and national security issues. He currently holds the positions of Deputy Director of 

the ACLU’s national Immigrants’ Rights Project, and Director of the Project’s Program on Access to 

the Courts.  He has argued numerous groundbreaking civil rights cases at all levels of the federal 

court system, including in 2011 arguing the case of Ashcroft v. al-Kidd in the U.S. Supreme Court, 

challenging the constitutionality of the government’s post-9/11 policy of using the federal material 

witness statute to investigate and preventively detain terrorism suspects in cases where there was 

no probable cause to justify a criminal arrest. Gelernt is also an adjunct professor at Columbia Law 

School and a visiting lecturer in clinical law at Yale Law School. He is a graduate of Columbia Law 

School, and holds a M.Sc. in International Relations from the London School of Economics. 

Following law school, Gelernt served as a law clerk to the Honorable Frank M. Coffin of the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the First Circuit. 

 

Lisa Graybill is Legal Director of the American Civil Liberties Union of Texas, where she has served 

as counsel in numerous cases in Texas state and federal courts, including Doe v. Neveleff, a class 

action suit against federal, state, and private entities recently filed in the Western District of Texas 

on behalf of immigrant women who were sexually assaulted in detention, and In re Hutto Family 

Detention Center, a successful (settled) challenge to conditions in immigrant detention facility for 

families with children.  Graybill began her legal career as a law clerk to the Honorable Stephen M. 

Orlofsky of the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, and then joined the Civil Rights 

Division of the U.S. Department of Justice. She earned her B.A. from Smith College and her J.D. 

from the University of Texas School of Law. 

Jim Harrington, a human rights attorney with nearly four decades of experience, is founder and 

director of the Texas Civil Rights Project (“TCRP”).  Harrington has handled landmark civil rights 

cases, written and published widely, and served on human rights delegations in different areas of 

the world.   TCRP’s litigation docket is vast and diverse, including individual representation and 

impact litigation, damages and injunctive actions, and significant work promoting transparency 

through open records and freedom of information requests and lawsuits.  Harrington has also 

taught at the University of Texas School of Law as an adjunct professor for twenty-six years.  He 

graduated from the School of Law at the University of Detroit, from where he also holds a Masters 

in philosophy. 



Susan N. Herman (Keynote Speaker) was elected President of the American Civil Liberties Union 

in October 2008, after having served on the ACLU National Board of Directors for twenty years, as a 

member of the Executive Committee for sixteen years, and as General Counsel for ten years. 

Herman holds a chair as Centennial Professor of Law at Brooklyn Law School, where she currently 

teaches courses in Constitutional Law and Criminal Procedure, and seminars on Law and 

Literature, and Terrorism and Civil Liberties.  She writes extensively on constitutional and criminal 

procedure topics for scholarly and other publications, ranging from law reviews and books to 

periodicals and on-line publications.  Her current book, Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the 

Erosion of American Democracy, was published by Oxford University Press in October 2011. Herman 

has also participated in Supreme Court litigation, writing and collaborating on amicus curiae briefs 

for the ACLU on a range of constitutional criminal procedure issues. Herman received a B.A. from 

Barnard College and a J.D. from New York University School of Law. Before entering teaching, 

Professor Herman was Pro Se Law Clerk for the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, and 

Staff Attorney and then Associate Director of Prisoners’ Legal Services of New York. 

Seth Kreimer is a Professor of Law at the University of Pennsylvania Law School. His scholarly 

agenda in constitutional law and civil rights has ranged from analysis of privacy of information, 

abortion regulation, assisted suicide, and gay marriage, to more recently examining the implications 

of the war on terror for civil rights and governmental transparency.  Prior to joining the faculty at 

Penn, Kreimer was a civil rights litigator, and throughout his academic career Kreimer has 

continued to represent plaintiffs in a wide array of civil rights litigation, including Ferguson v. City 

of Charleston, a successful constitutional challenge before the U.S. Supreme Court to enforced drug 

testing of obstetrical patients, and Buck v. Stankovic, enjoining in Pennsylvania federal court the 

denial of a marriage license to a citizen who wished to marry an undocumented non-citizen. 

Kreimer graduated from Yale College and holds a J.D. from Yale Law School. 

Jennifer Laurin joined the faculty of the University of Texas School of Law in 2009. Her principal 

research interests lie in the intersections of criminal and constitutional litigation, and regulation of 

criminal justice institutions. Before joining the UT faculty, Laurin spent several years as a litigation 

associate with the New York City civil rights firm of Neufeld Scheck & Brustin, LLP (formerly 

Cochran Neufeld & Scheck, LLP), litigating Section 1983 claims arising out of wrongful convictions 

in federal courts across the country. Prior to that she served as a law clerk to the Honorable 

Thomas Griesa of the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York and the Honorable 

Guido Calabresi of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit.  Laurin received her 

undergraduate degree in Politics from Earlham College and her J.D. from Columbia Law School. 

Javier N. Maldonado is a lawyer in private practice in San Antonio, Texas who specializes in 

representing individuals in complex federal and state litigation in the areas of immigration, 

employment disputes, and civil rights.  Maldonado began his career with the Mexican American 

Legal Defense and Educational Fund, was subsequently employed as a trial attorney with the Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission, and then became the executive director of the Lawyers 

Committee for Civil Rights of Texas where he litigated several class action and individual civil rights 

cases on behalf of immigrants.  Maldonado earned his B.A. and J.D. from Columbia University, and 

served as a law clerk for the Honorable George P. Kazen of the U.S. District Court for the Southern 

District of Texas. 

Rachel Meeropol is a staff attorney at The Center for Constitutional Rights (“CCR”) where she 

works on prisoners’ rights and First Amendment issues.  Recent cases handled by Meeropol include 

Turkmen v. Ashcroft, a class action suit on behalf of Arab and Muslim men rounded up in 



immigration sweeps after 9/11, and representation of federal prisoners held in the Bureau of 

Prisons’ secretive “communication management units” in Aref v. Holder. Meeropol has also co-edited 

and written two editions of the Jailhouse Lawyers Handbook, a do-it-yourself litigation manual for 

prisoners distributed free by CCR and the National Lawyers Guild, and was the contributing editor 

of America’s Disappeared: Secret Imprisonment, Detainees, and the War on Terror, published in 2005 

by Seven Stories Press.  Meeropol completed her undergraduate degree at Wesleyan University in 

1997, and graduated from New York University School of Law in 2002. 

Ranjana Natarajan joined the faculty of the University of Texas School of Law in 2009, and directs 

the National Security Clinic. Her teaching, litigation, and research interests include national 

security detention and counter-terrorism surveillance and criminal enforcement.  Before joining the 

UT faculty Natarajan litigated in the areas of national security, immigrant rights, and other civil 

rights issues with the ACLU of Southern California, the Immigrant Rights Clinic at New York 

University School of Law, and South Brooklyn Legal Services. Natarajan obtained her B.A. from the 

University of Texas at Austin, and her J.D. from Columbia Law School. 

Jack Preis is an Associate Professor of Law at University of Richmond.  He writes in the fields of 

judicial power and constitutional remedies and teaches classes on federal courts, civil rights 

litigation, civil procedure and judicial interpretation. Preis also has participated in pro bono 

litigation, including recently arguing before the U.S. Supreme Court on behalf of the plaintiff in 

Minneci v. Pollard, a Bivens action against private prison officials. Before entering teaching Preis 

clerked for the Honorable Royce C. Lamberth on the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia 

and practiced general litigation for three years at Wilmer Cutler Pickering.  He earned a B.S. from 

Cornell University and a J.D. from Vanderbilt University School of Law.  

Alex Reinert is an Associate Professor of Law at the Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law, where he 

teaches Civil Procedure, Constitutional Law, Criminal Law, and a class on the rights of prisoners, 

and conducts research in the areas of constitutional law, civil procedure, and criminal law.  Before 

joining Cardozo’s faculty, Reinert litigated on behalf of plaintiffs in cases focused on  prisoners’ 

rights, employment discrimination, and disability rights at Koob & Magoolaghan.  He argued before 

the U.S. Supreme Court in Ashcroft v. Iqbal, 556 U.S. 662 (2009), and has appeared on behalf of 

parties and amicus curiae in many civil rights cases.  Reinert earned his J.D. from New York 

University School of Law, and clerked for the Honorable Harry T. Edwards on the U.S. Court of 

Appeals for the District of Columbia, and United States Supreme Court Justice Stephen G. Breyer. 

Stephen I. Vladeck is a Professor of Law and the Associate Dean for Scholarship at American 

University Washington College of Law. His teaching and research focus on federal jurisdiction, 

constitutional law, national security law, and international criminal law. A nationally recognized 

expert on the role of the federal courts in the war on terrorism, he was part of the legal team that 

successfully challenged the Bush Administration’s use of military tribunals at Guantánamo Bay, 

Cuba, in Hamdan v. Rumsfeld, 548 U.S. 557 (2006), and has co-authored amicus briefs in a host of 

other major lawsuits, many of which have challenged the U.S. government’s surveillance and 

detention of terrorism suspects.  Vladeck earned a B.A. from Amherst College, and a J.D. from Yale 

Law School. 

 


