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Dear CHLSA Alumni,

This is the first installment of this year's email communication stream, part ofl@mnA

Relations Program

| have decided to try a new format this year by publishing the alumni newsletter every other

month. Inside, you will find information about our various programs including our volunteer activjties,

diversity related events, and introductions from the new 2008-2009 CHLSA officers.
We hope you enjoy reading the newsletter and find it informative. As always, we invite any

ideas, constructive criticisms, and/or suggestions you may have.

Betsy Keller
Newsletter Editor - 2008-2009

Informe a todos!

Spread the word to any alumni you know!

If you have any news or suggestions, please let u
know. Also, please forward this newsletter to anyf
and all alumni, we would love to hear from them!

[72)

Save the Date

CHLSA’s 34" Annual Cultural Celebration an

Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday March

2009. The banquet enables CHLSA to function a4

support network for Hispanic students and to aw
its members scholarships, such as the Textbook,
Public Interest, and Summer School stipends.
addition, proceeds from the Silent Auction will he
fund the Dean Aleman Scholarship endowment.

More details to follow.

www.chlsa.org

Page 1 of 10

Welcome
The 2008-2009 CHLSA Officers:

CHLSA President:
Internal Vice President:

External Vice President:

Director of Alumni Relations:

Fundraising Director:
Treasurer:
Education Chair:
Scholarship Chair:

Newsletter Editor:

Latina Law Caucus Chair:

NLLSA Liaison:
1L Representative:

Webmaster:

Edward A. Saralov

Cyntiielarde
Christi Caballero
Arturo Villarrealr.

Andrew Casillas
Belinda Garcia
And@sballero
rioa Tamez
Betsy Keller
Cassandra V. Cuellf
dal ongoria
Cecy Partida

Jennifer Brade

October 15, 2007



Ike Donation Drive

CHLSA, in partnership with the Thurgood Marshall

Legal Society (TMLS), Public Interest Law
Association (PILA), and the Student Bar CHLSA Members to Compete

Nationally
CHLSA members Edward Sandoval, Belinda

Garcia, Yuri Caire, and Rodolfo Segura were

Association (SBA) organized a one day supply
drive for Hurricane Ike evacuees in Austin. In total,
1341 items and $429 were collected and delivered

selected to compete in the Hispanic National Bar

to the Capital Area Food Bank fto assist lke Association Interscholastic Moot Court

Evacuees in central Texas. Competition.  Additionally, Fuerza Linda Fraga,
http://texaslawyer.typepad.com/texas_lawyer_blog/
2008/09/hurricane-ike-u.html

Christi Caballero, 2L

and Art Villarreal were selected to compete on the
American Bar Association Interscholastic Moot

Court Competition team, and Jennifer Braden was
selected to compete on the Judge R. Brown

Admiralty Moot Court team.

As the year progressesnforme will keep you
updated on the progress of these teams, and the
involvement of CHLSA members in events like
these.

Art Villarreal, 3L
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Second Annual CHLSA Boat Cruise

On Sept. 12, 2008, CHLSA hosted its 2nd Annual
Boat Cruise on Lake Travis. The event began with
bus transportation challenges due
ke but
approximately fitty CHLSA members boarded the

in part to

Hurricane evacuations, ultimately

two-tiered party boat on a tranquil Texas evening.
Introductions and conversations ensued until one by
one students dove into the water below. Many
swam, a few jumped off the top platform and some
used the waterslide. Overall, the event provided an
opportunity for personal interaction between

members of the organization, and it gave the newest
members a chance to get to know the current
members. CHLSA extends its gratitude to Clark,
Thomas, and Winters LLP, McGinnis, Lochridge,
and Kilgore LLP, Vinson and Elkins LLP, and
Baker Botts LLP for sponsoring the event.

Roel Garcia, 1L
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A Saturday Morning of Service

On Saturday, September "27CHLSA members

volunteered to help with ongoing facility
improvements at Open Door Preschool’s east side
location. Open Door was founded in 1975 and
offers programs that integrate developmentally
challenged children into a quality child care setting.
The school accepts children of all socioeconomic
backgrounds. CHLSA was part of about thirty
volunteers working that morning.
http://www.opendoorpreschool.org

Christi Caballero, 2L



2008 Diversity Education Weekend

CHLSA, in partnership with the Thurgood Marshall
Society (TMLS),
Diversity Education Weekend on September 5-6,
2008, sponsored by Andrews Kurth. Led by the
efforts of TMLS President, Ashlie Alaman, and
CHLSA President,
aimed to help 1Ls from minority backgrounds

Legal hosted the first ever

Edward Sandoval, the event

succeed by providing insight into the legal world
during and after law school.

1Ls from CHLSA and TMLS, as well as the South
Asian Law Students Association (SALSA), the
Asian Law Students Association (ALSA), and the
Middle
(MELSA) participated
comprised of faculty, staff, former law students, and

Eastern Law Students’ Association

in the event. Panels

numerous attorneys covered topics including:

working smarter not harder, balancing stress,
strategies for studying, academic support services,
the importance of legal writing, mentoring and

relationship building, and career building strategies.
Events concluded with happy hours sponsored by
Vinson & Elkins and Bracewell & Giuliani.

Each speaker throughout the weekend provided
students with extensive guidance and advice.
However, two speakers seem especially noteworthy.
First, Elizabeth Campbell, and Chief

Diversity Officer at Andrews Kurth, who not only

Partner

devoted much effort to the sponsorship of the
weekend, but also participated through the entirety

of both days, giving a session herself on mentoring
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and relationship building. Second, our own Dean
Lawrence Sager who attended a luncheon with
weekend participants where he discussed some
history of minority issues specific to UT Law and
conducted an open question and answer session,
during which he noted many forthcoming
opportunities such as a potential program to assist
students wanting to work in the Rio Grande Valley.
As a 1L in attendance, | feel that | benefited greatly
from the weekend. | am already putting much of
what | learned to use. As the event was the first of
its kind, future support will be necessary to make
the weekend an annual occurrence and give future
minority 1Ls the same guidance to excel.

Floyd Contreras, 1L

United We Stand

In an effort to increase unity among all the ethnic
law student associations, CHLSA, in partnership
with the Thurgood Marshall Legal Society (TMLS),

the South Asian
(SALSA), and the Asian Law Students Association
(ALSA) hosted a Diversity Mixer. The event was
held on September 95at 219 West, in Austin’s

Law Students Association

Warehouse District. The spirit of the event was
embraced by a crowd of about fifty law students
mixing and mingling throughout the evening.
CHLSA hopes the event is a promising signal of
strengthened inter-ethnic relationships in the future.

Rocio Mendoza, 1L



From the Office of the President

Dear CHLSA Family:

| have the privilege of serving as the CHLSA President for the 2008 - 2009 Acadearic The

CHLSA family is near and dear to my heart and | am honored to be entrusted vauésship.

| was born and raised in the Rio Grande Valley. | grew up in Lyford, Texas,eavpf@ce cotton is king
and the action under the Friday night lights are the highlight of the week. Ve@esy B.A. in Political
Science & Philosophy from the University of Texas-Pan American, in EdinbuxgsTé@eing a son of
South Texas, | am very partial to outdoor activities. To be honest, nothing beats$ tfe feeol

summer breeze or the warmth of a winter camp fire under the twilight sky.

My hope is for CHLSA to blossom this year. Ideally, this would include the @lirar success of our
events, growth of our membership, and the continuation of the laying of the foundation for ttexrion
sustainment of CHLSA. This year, our officers bring an interesting ceotisis of backgrounds and

goals to the table. | believe teamwork will make our dreams reality.

Please feel free to reach out to myself or any of the officers should yoamageestions problems or
ideas. After all, you are our alumni—our forefathers; you have blazeddhartd laid the framework
for all of us to have the opportunity to be successful Hispanic attorneys. Any feedigadtamrce you

may offer is always welcome and appreciated.

Much obliged,

Edward Adrian Sandoval

chlsa.president@gmail.com
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Internal VP, Cynthia Velarde
| was born in El Paso, Texas, but grew up in Joplin, Missouri. | attended the Univeisgyr@Dame,
where | majored both in Romance Languages & Literature (Frenchadiach) and Sociology. | also

had the opportunity to study abroad in Bologna, Italy for my entire junior year.

| am a second-year student, and in addition to serving as CHLSA'’s Internalreggiddnt, | am a
member of the Texas International Law Journal. As a first-year studemteld as one of CHLSA'’s 1L
Representatives, which allowed me to become more involved in the group, and servdiesramdhe
Executive Board. This year, | look forward to continuing my involvement in CHLSA mecalieaging
1Ls to participate in CHLSA’s many programs and events—especiallyuthens mentor program,
which | direct. Please feel free to contact me at ckvelarde@gmail.com.

Eternal VP, Christi Caballero
| am thrilled to be CHLSA'’s External Vice President. | am a natideaaiesa, Texas, which is a small
town near Lubbock. Aching to go somewhere new, | attended Vanderbilt Univerdigyaduated with
a B.S. in Political Science and Human & Organizational Development in 2003. ¥sftkragion, |
wanted to pay forward in some way the good fortune | received in school. | was @&aleht@elementary

school students for two years in a rural suburb of Phoenix as a part of Teach faraAmer

Ready to return to Texas, | worked for two years at Austin Partners imttu¢APIE), a local non
profit that works to connect community members with volunteer opportunities in ebexyl gt the
Austin Independent School District. (If you're looking for a way to volunteer inidust
www.austinpartners.org is a great site to visit!) Working on behalf of childrelbeegisa central focus
for me and | was able to continue that path this past summer as a law clerk f@vikeCbunty

Juvenile Public Defender.

My goals for this year are to extend numerous service opportunities to our mesbezll as to help
recruit more Latinos to UT Law. If you would like to participate in serviceoritment activities
please feel free to contact me at christi_caballero@yahoo.com.
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Alumni Relations Director, Arturo Villarreal, Jr.
How lucky can one man be? | am blessed to have been asked to serve CHLSA membersand {
for a second year as the Director of Alumni Relations. | grew up in the Rul&¥éalley, graduating
from La Feria High School in 1985. (Yes, 1985). After years of working hdrdecided to work
smarter and returned to the Valley to attend the University of Texas-PaicAmel earned my
Bachelor of Arts Degreeum lauddn Political Science, and was accepted into UT Law. Graduatid
quickly approaching: May 2009.

As Alumni Director, | am responsible, along with Christi Caballero, fotifathg the communication
stream -BOTH WAYS- between the organization and you, our alumni. We anealsing hard to
manage our mentor program, which is off to an outstanding start this year. Werloakdfto hearing

from as many of you as possible this year. The email address is formustea

alum

nis

chlsa.liaison@gmail.com.

Fundraising Director, Andrew Casillas
| was born, raised and educated in San Antonio. | graduated from the Universatasfat San
Antonio, and was previously employed as a music critic for many publications mglingi San
Antonio Express-News and Stylus Magazine, where | wrote music reviewsgs esshachieved my
personal dream of hugging Mexican pop singer Julieta Venegas. While | enjoyedrthg@erks of my
job, I decided that law school was where | could better utilize my skills, oneedagyia the honorable

legal profession, and provide an example for other young Hispanics.

As Fundraising Director, my primary goal for this year is to raisduhds needed to finish the
endowment of the Dean Susana Aleman scholarship on behalf of CHLSA. | am alsgéafhar

raising operating funds for the organization and planning the annual CHLSA banquet.

If you or anyone you know has any questions, concerns, suggestions, or desires toeomtitieut

CHLSA scholarship endowment or donate to the organization's operating funds, pease o

contact me at chilsa.fundraising@gmail.com, or directacasillas@mail.utexas.e.
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Treasurer, Belinda Garcia
| am honored to serve as Treasurer this year. My tasks include ensuring tharéugelserated and
expended in a responsible manner and keeping track of all CHLSA accounts.

| was born and raised in Laredo, Texas. | gradustiedma cum laudieom the University of Texas-Pan
American with a degree in Accounting. Prior to attending law school, | worked/éaran a small
accounting firm in Laredo. | am currently a 2L. In addition to serving dsS&¢$ Treasurer, | am an
Associate Editor for the Texas Hispanic Journal of Law and Policy and on thenididNational Bar

Association Moot Court team.

Education Chair, Andres Caballero
| am from the Rio Grande Valley and attended the University of Texas anBvdl®, graduating, in
2006, with a B.A. in History. As this year's Education Chair, | will continue esiieiol programs like
keeping an inventory of study aids, organizing Paul Ruiz's Resume Workshop, andmmagyrdae of
the largest outline banks at UT Law. In order to better serve our membavs, déveloped a system
wherein 1Ls can ask questions anonymously and have them answered by uppenclasssoglan on
organizing more workshops aimed at 2Ls and 3Ls. If there is any informatiorglomduld have been
helpful to you during your time in law school, please contact me at andycab3i@gmao that

CHLSA can pass it on to current and future members.

Scholarship Chair, Carlos Tamez
| am very excited to serve as the Scholarship Chair for CHLSA this ydidwough | was born and
raised in Baytown, Texas, my parents are from the town of Allende, just outside offdpniéexico.
Thankfully, they made sure | learned Spanish when | was growing up and erecoomragever to forget
my roots. | received my bachelor’s degree from the University of Houston andednmolaw school

immediately thereafter. | am currently a 3L, and will practice fatiouston upon graduation.

As the scholarship chair, | will be involved in procuring items for the annual CHiz®Quet'’s silent
auction. The proceeds from the auction will be used to help fund the Dean Aleman sghfdarshi
CHLSA members. | look forward to working with CHLSA to ensure that our schgbafiteiiraising

efforts are a success.
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Newsletter Editor, Betsy Keller

| am very excited to be putting together this year's CHLSA newsletigrew up in El Paso, Texas, angd

graduatednagna cum laud&om The University of Texas at El Paso with a degree in International
Business. In addition to serving on the CHLSA board, | am also External \ésel&mt of the Real
Estate Law Association (RELAW) and Chief Notes and Reviews EditonéoAmerican Journal of
Criminal Law. | am currently a 3L and hope to practice in Real Estategadiguation. If there is
anything you would like to see in the newsletter feel free to contact notlylme

betsy.keller@yahoo.com.

Latina Law Caucus Chair, Cassandra V. Cuellar
I’'m currently a 2L and the Latina Law Caucus Chair. | was born andiramigealfurrias, Texas. |
received my bachelor’s degree, in 2007, from The University of Texas ahAu§&overnment and
American Studies. My legal interests include Energy and Real Estatd lasvpast summer, | clerked
with Vinson & Elkins in Houston and Scott, Douglass & McConnico, in Austin.

National Latina/o Law Student Association Liaison, Julia Longoria
| received my undergraduate degree from the University of Notre Dame in 2005 caligge, | taught
high school in Chicago until enrolling at UT Law in 2006. | am deeply committed tapotarest and
social justice for Latinos. | currently serve on the National Latibaye Student Association (NLLSA)
as Vice Chair and on the CHLSA board as NLLSA liaison.

1L Representative, Cecy Partida
| am pleased to serve as the 1L representatives for this yeaw ugrin Del Rio, Texas, a small bordg
town west of San Antonio. | received my undergraduate degree at The Universityasfat éustin,
where | double majored in History and Sociology with minors in Government and Mexicancan
Studies. | enjoy working within the Latino community and look forward to servingiais@n between

CHLSA's Executive Board and other first year students.
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University’s Intellectual Entrepreneurship Mentorsh

Webmaster, Jennifer Braden
In 2006, | received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Business Administration from Fordhaerdity,
where | also minored in Media. That same year, | matriculated at Therkltyved Texas School of
Law. | am a current 3L and have been a member of CHLSA since 1L year. éasagto now serve g
the organization’s webmaster. In addition to my CHLSA involvement, | have sex\aedhantor in the

students interested in law, earned a regional title as First Runner Up AdBestte in the Frederick
Douglass Moot Court Competition and am a current member of the University’s Judge JobwiR. B
Admiralty Moot Court Competition team. | am a native Houstonian.

ip Program fockBdand Latino undergraduate

DONATE CHLSA

Feel like contributing to CHLSA, but not directly to
the University at large? Well, you can! If you would
like to contribute to the CHLSA scholarship
endowment fund, please send cash or a check to
The University of Texas School of Law, written out
to "Law School Foundation" with either "Dean
Aleman scholarship" or "CHLSA scholarship” in
the memo portion of the check. Alternatively, if you
would like to donate money to help with CHLSA's
operating funds, please send cash or check to The
University of Texas School of Law, written out to
"Law School Foundation" with "CHLSA funds" or
simply "CHLSA" written in the memo portion of
the check. Any contribution will go a long way
towards helping CHLSA achieve its many

organizational goals.  Your support is much

appreciated.

Happy Birthday Dean Aleman

On July 24th, 2008, CHLSA was proud to host a
fundraiser honoring former Dean Susana Aleman 's
54th birthday. Many distinguished alumni, faculty

and friends of Dean Aleman were on hand for the
festivities, which included food, drinks, and a live

marimba band. Overall, the event was an
outstanding success, and raised over $7,000 for the
Dean Aleman scholarship's endowment fund. And

for the record, Dean Aleman doesn't look a day

over thirty-five.

Andrew Casillas, 2L

Questions for Alumni
How often would you like to receive your CHLSA
Alumni newsletter?
Please feel free to email your responses to
chlsa.liaison@gmail.com!
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