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Justice Yañez Speaks at UT Law  
 

Dear CHLSA Alumni, 
 
We hope you enjoy reading this second installment of Informe.  Look inside for information about 

the CHLSA events, banquet, and for some exciting news about the CHLSA endowed scholarship.  As 

always, we invite any ideas, constructive criticisms, and/or suggestions you may have. 

Additionally, on behalf of CHLSA, I would like to wish you all a safe and happy holiday season.  

 

Betsy Keller 
Newsletter Editor 2008-2009 

Congressman Henry Cuellar to 
Deliver Keynote Address at CHLSA 

Banquet  
 

United States Congressman Henry Cuellar is 

confirmed as the keynote address speaker for the 34th 

Annual Cultural Celebration and Awards Banquet, on 

Saturday March 28, 2009.   

More information about Congressman Cuellar and the 

banquet to follow.   

 
The 2008-2009 CHLSA Officers: 

 
 
CHLSA President:                   Edward A. Sandoval 
   
Internal Vice President:                   Cynthia Velarde  
   
External Vice President:              Christi Caballero 
   
Director of Alumni Relations:     Arturo Villarreal, Jr. 
  
Fundraising Director:                   Andrew Casillas   
  
Treasurer:                                            Belinda Garcia 
 
Education Chair:                             Andres Caballero 
 
Scholarship Chair:                               Carlos Tamez 
   
Newsletter Editor:                                   Betsy Keller 
 
Latina Law Caucus Chair:        Cassandra V. Cuellar  
 
NLLSA Liaison:                                  Julia Longoria 
 
1L Representative:                                 Cecy Partida 
 
Webmaster:                     Jennifer Braden
  

Dean Alemán Scholarship Update 

We are happy to announce that with the help of 

generous donations, CHLSA has been able to finish 

the endowment of the Dean Susana Alemán  

Scholarship!   

Keep reading Informe for more scholarship updates 

and information about our generous donors.   
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An unassuming building in Edinburg, Texas houses 

a rather remarkable jewel in the crown of the legal 

system.  It is where The Thirteenth Court of 

Appeals conducts its business for the people of 

Texas.  The court actually operates in two locations:  

Corpus Christi and Edinburg.  This rather 

remarkable court consists of all Hispanic justices, 

and all but one are women.  On October 9th of this 

year, Senior Justice Linda Yañez, visited the UT 

Law Campus and met with a group of 

approximately twenty students selected to join her 

for lunch.  The luncheon was sponsored by the 

American Constitution Society, Texas Journal on 

Civil Liberties and Civil Rights, Law Students for 

progressive law and policy, and CHLSA.  Yañez 

delivered a memorable discussion about her career, 

and impassioned speech about why she was running 

for a place on the Texas Supreme Court, which, if 

successful, would have made her the first Latina to 

serve on the high court. A seat on the Texas 

Supreme Court would be the culmination of a "long 

journey that began decades ago in the cotton fields 

of South Texas," she said.   

Justice Yañez, the first Latina to serve on the Texas 

Court of Appeals, decided to run for the seat on the 

Supreme Court for several reasons, which she 

shared with the group.  Chief among her reasons for 

running is the high court's current, wholly 

Republican makeup. “This uniformity is not good 

for Texans,” Yañez argued.  "It doesn't make 

sense," she said, comparing the court to the Ritz 

Carlton Hotel: “anyone may enter, but only the 

privileged are served.”  The court needs balance,” 

she said, adding that there is "supposed to be a 

debate at the table."  Yañez said that if elected, she 

would respect the role of the jury, the discretion of 

trial courts and the intent of the legislature, just as 

she has done throughout her career on the Court of 

Appeals.  Yañez said she stood by the doctrine of 

stare decisis, because "law requires stability and 

predictability." Still, she noted that there have been 

times for the law to change, citing the periods when 

slavery and segregation were legal.  “It takes 

courageous judges and lawyers to foster those sorts 

of needed changes,” she said.   

Throughout her speech, Yañez shared her 

inspirational life story.  She was born poor, and 

segregation was rampant.  "The odds were 

definitely not in my favor," she said.  In high school 

she was a farm worker.  After graduating from the  
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MALDEF GALA  

 
Six members of CHLSA attended the Mexican 

American Legal Defense and Educational Fund’s 

(MALDEF) annual awards gala at the Westin 

Riverwalk Hotel in San Antonio, Texas, courtesy of 

the UT Law.  A number of predominate Hispanic 

attorneys from around the country were in 

attendance.  Dean Oster and Professor Rodriguez, 

from UT Law, introduced the students to many 

members of the bar.  The students were able to 

mingle, network, and had a great evening.   

In addition to highlighting the year’s 

accomplishments, the festivities celebrated 

MALDEF’s fortieth anniversary.  The evening’s 

program provided a glimpse into the forty year 

voyage of MALDEF which has brought about 

social change, cultural understanding, and a never 

ending fight against the social injustices inflicted 

upon the Latino Community.  Honored at the gala 

were inspiring members of the Latino community, 

including UT’s very own Prof Norma Cantu, a 

professor at the UT Schools of Law and Education.  

District Representative Delia Garcia and Matt 

Garcia were also honored at the gala.   

Overall the experience was rewarding and 

cultivating.  As one of the CHLSA members in 

attendance I am personally grateful to have been 

able to attend.  CHLSA sincerely thanks Dean 

Sager, Dean Oster, and Professor Rodriguez for 

their assistance in helping CHLSA attend the Gala.     

         Julia Longoria,3L 

Yañez continued… 

University of Texas-Pan American, she taught 

elementary school, and later worked her way 

through law school.  Yañez took note of the 

increased access to higher education available 

today, as opposed to her experience in the 1970s. It 

was an "entirely different world then,” she said, as 

women were much more of a minority at law 

schools – and Latinas even more so.  Recalling 

Barbara Jordan's famous speech at the 1976 

Democratic National Convention, which proclaimed 

that the "American dream need not forever be 

deferred," Yañez tied her 2008 campaign to the 

similarly historic effort of Democratic presidential 

nominee Barack Obama.  “The struggle began 

generations ago,” Yañez said, “but the moment is 

finally here, the time has come to realize that 

dream."  

            Charles Galindo, Jr., 1L   

 

(Editor’s comment) Although Justice Yañez was 
unsuccessful in her 2008 bid for a place on the 
Supreme Court, she is far from done serving this 
state.  We certainly look forward to the day when 
the Supreme Court will be truly representative of 
Texas, in terms of gender, ethnicity and party 
affiliations.  The first Latina on the Court of 
Appeals may still be the first Latina on the Supreme 
Court, and I can’t think of a better choice.  A.V. 
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CHLSA THANKSGIVING 
 
CHLSA hosted its annual Thanksgiving dinner on 

November 18th.  The event was held in the law 

school atrium, and gave students a chance to get in 

a good meal and conversation before hunkering 

down for final exam preparation. 

 

 

 

STUDY BREAK 

On December 3rd, CHLSA encouraged students to 

venture out of the library for a well deserved study 

break with cookies and drinks.  Board members also 

passed out care package bags filled with treats, 

highlighters and other study essentials for our first 

year members.  Upper class students and student 

mentors were also on hand to answer any last 

minute questions from first year CHLSA members 

preparing for their first round of exams.  Please join 

us in wishing luck and good health to all CHLSA 

members during the exam period.   
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DLA Piper Hosts Interview 
Workshop 

 
On November 20th, DLA Piper hosted an interview 

workshop for CHLSA and other minority law 

students, at the firm’s Austin office.  The workshop 

covered topics such as do’s and don’ts, how to 

highlight strengths, address weaknesses, and how to 

stand out from the crowd.  DLA Piper attorneys also 

discussed sample interview questions and talked 

about what interviewers generally look for.  

Overall, the event was a great success, highlighting 

not only great interview tips but also the firm’s 

commitment to diversity.  Thank you DLA Piper!    

 

 

 

DONATE CHLSA 

Feel like contributing to CHLSA, but not directly to 

the University at large? Well, you can! If you would 

like to donate money to help with CHLSA's 

operating funds, please send cash or check to The 

University of Texas School of Law, written out to 

"Law School Foundation" with "CHLSA funds" or 

simply "CHLSA" written in the memo portion of 

the check. Any contribution will go a long way 

towards helping CHLSA achieve its many 

organizational goals.  Your support is much 

appreciated. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Informe a todos! 

Spread the word to any alumni you know! 
If you have any news or suggestions, please let us 
know.  Also, please forward this newsletter to any 
and all alumni, we would love to hear from them! 


