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Dear CHLSA Alumni,

Betsy Keller
Newsletter Editor 2008-2009

Its hard to believe the new year is already in full swing. We’'ve got some exciting thimg®goi
with CHLSA this year and we are excited to share them with you.
Additionally, we hope to see all of you at this year's Annual Cultural Celebration and Awards

Banquet. Contact Andrew Cassillas at andrew.casillas@gmail.com for ticket information!

2009-2010
Officer Elections

Hard to believe, but it is almost time to elect {

CHLSA Board for the 2009-2010 school year!

Elections are coming up on March 11. The n
Board members will be introduced at CHLSA
Annual Banquet, and the new officers will official
take office immediately after the banquet. Res
for Best 1L, 2L, and 3L will also be announced.

The current Board has had a great year, and ¢

forward to helping the new Board make next y

even better!

he

www.chlsa.org

The 2008-2009 CHLSA Officers:

CHLSA President:
Internal Vice President:
External Vice President:
Director of Alumni Relations:
Fundraising Director:
Treasurer:

Education Chair:
Scholarship Chair:
Newsletter Editor:

Latina Law Caucus Chair:
NLLSA Liaison:

1L Representative:

Webmaster:

Page 1 of 5

Edward A. Saralov

Cyntkielarde
Christi Caballero
Arturo Villarrealr.

Andrew Casillas

Belinda Garcia
Andf&sballero
rioa Tamez
Betsy Keller

Cassandra V. Cuella

Jal ongoria

Cecy Partida

Jennifer Braden
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Excellence in Diversity Weekend
Celebration

On January 23rd and 24th, UT Alums gathered
along with Dean Sager, CHLSA members and
students of the Asian Law Students Association,
Middle Eastern Law Students Association, South
Asian Law Students Association, and the Thurgood
Marshall Legal Society for the Excellence in
Diversity Weekend. (from left) Robert Estrada, Art Villarreal, EdwaS&ndoval
The Event kicked off with a welcome reception in
the Jamail Pavilion at the Law School, hosted by
Dean Sager and the student organizations.
Alumni were able to reconnect with each other and
learn about the progress at the law school and with
CHLSA as well as other minority student
organizations.
Saturday morning, Alfredo Ramos '06, participated
in a panel highlighting the experiences of students
over the decades. After lunch, Alums and CHLSA Dean Ray Ramos, Edward Sandoval, Andrew Casillas
members congregated to discuss CHLSA's
accomplishments this year, lessons learned from the
past, and advice for our organization's future.
The evening ended with a dinner and dancing at the
UT Alumni Center with the Honorable Edward
Prado '72 as the weekend's keynote speaker. Thank
you to all Alumni who attended the weekend. Your
feedback and support is invaluable. We hope to see
you at the next Diversity Weekend, scheduled for
Spring 2011.

Christi Caballero, 2L

John Bustamante, Yuri Caire
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Congressman Henry Cuellar to
Deliver Keynote Address at 2009
CHLSA Banquet

Congressman Cuellar represents the 28th district
of Texas. Prior to his election to the U.S. House of

We look forward to hosting Congressman Cuellar!

Claire Rodriguez, 1L

Work-Life Balance

The Latina Law Caucus hosted a work-life balance
panel on February 12, 2009. The panel included
associate

Shafeeqa Giarratani, a

with Fulbright & Jaworski,

fourth-year
Truman Fenton a

second-year associate with Baker Botts, CHLSA
alumna Brie Franco, the Velocity Credit Union

General Counsel, Aurora Martinez-Jones, a solo
practitioner with The Martinez-Jones Law Firm,

and Erin Boase, UT Law's Westlaw

Representative.

Several students participated in the event, which
focused on work-life balance issues in the new

economy. The panelists offered valuable insight

Representatives, Congressman Cuellar served as ghout getting through law school, choosing a career

the Texas Secretary of State, and as a fourteen year path, and managing a family and social life with the

member of the Texas Legislature. As Secretary of
State.

The congressman has a Bachelor's Degree in
Foreign Service from Georgetown University where
he graduated cum laude, a degree in International
Trade from Texas A&M International University, in
Larado. The congressman also holds a law degree
from the University of Texas-Austin and a Ph.D. in
Government from UT-Austin. Today, he is the most
degreed Congressman serving in the House of
Representatives with five advanced degrees.

We look forward to hosting Congressman Cuellar.
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demands of a legal career.

Cassandra Cuellar, 2L

Silent Auction Donations

As part of our annual banquet, CHLSA will be
sponsoring a silent auction, the proceeds of which
will go towards scholarship funding. If you or your
law firm would like to donate any items for the
auction, please contact our Scholarship Chair,

Carlos Tamez at carlos.tamez@mail.utexas.edu.



CHLSA member completes archival
research in London

York Court House

When second year CHLSA member Andres Dura

signed up for Dr. Emily Kaden’s William
Blackstone seminar, the last thing he imagined was
that he would end up spending the winter break
doing archival research in England. The William
Blackstone seminar is a course that exposes
students to English legal history through a series of
intensive research projects using a wide range of
primary source material. This could be anything
from 18" century English reports and newspapers,
to rare manuscripts of Judge’s notes photographed
by our very own Dr. Kadens during her research
expeditions.

Thanks to the work Andres put into his final
research project, he was able to obtain a grant from
the law school in order to research in England.
Andres’ final project was to discuss the use of
capital punishment for fraudulent bankruptcy from

1705 to 1820. In order to direct students to the
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correct sources, Dr. Kadens had students read her
paper on the last known person hanged for
bankruptcy in England. It explained "L&entury
bankruptcy procedure through the case of a man
who managed to use the laws to his favor and
embezzle what by today’s standards would be
millions of dollars. In one of her footnotes, Dr.
Kadens explained that there might have been one
more person executed for fraudulent bankruptcy at
York. Andres decided to follow through on this and

see if he could come up with a name.

York Assize Court Rolls

After much work and a little serendipity Andres
discovered who the executed was. His name was
John Senior executed for fraudulent bankruptcy in
1813. Dr. Kadens asked if Andres he would be
interested in going to England in order to find out
more details about his case. It was an offer he could
not refuse. Before he knew it, Andres was on a non-
stop flight to England. Andres began his research in
the various regional archives and libraries of

Yorkshire.



York Assize Records: Kew, National Archives

Bankruptcy Commission Book circa 1710
Along the way Andres met some amazing people.
In Wakefield, for example, he met with local
historian John Goodchild who helped him find out
where John Senior lived and allowed him to peruse
his vast collection of 18 and 19' century works.
He then visited York Castle and even saw the drop

where his bankrupt was hanged. Andres then

An 18th century recount of the case of John Senior

Andres had this to say: “The seminar and the trip
that resulted from taking the class helped me
understand the underpinnings of our American
common law system much better. For someone who
grew up on both sides of the El Paso/Cd. Juarez
border it was the perfect way to get to know first
hand the history, people, and events that shaped our
modern legal system. It also changed my approach
to legal education by providing a context through
which | can evaluate how our contemporary legal
institutions work. | am grateful to everyone who
made this life-changing experience possible and
look forward to the rest of my legal education at the
University of Texas with a renewed sense of

confidence and meaning for my legal career.”

returned to London to continue working at places
like the National Archives and the British Library
were he was able to view original copies of the

Magna Carta, Shakespeare, and various othe

religious manuscripts.

Informe a todos!

Spread the word to any alumni you know!

If you have any news or suggestions, please let u
know. Also, please forward this newsletter to any
and all alumni, we would love to hear from them!
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