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Dear CHLSA Alumni, 
 
Well this year, along with my time at the law school, is almost over.  This is the final edition of 

Informe for this year.  Angel Leal will be taking over the newsletter editor position for the next school 
year.   

Its been fantastic to be a part of CHLSA and part of the Hispanic community at large.  Thank you 
to all of you alumni who have supported CHLSA and me personally.  I can’t wait to get out there and pay 
it forward!   

 
Betsy Keller 
Newsletter Editor 2008-2009 

 
The 2008-2009 CHLSA Officers: 

 
 
CHLSA President:                   Edward A. Sandoval 
   
Internal Vice President:                   Cynthia Velarde  
   
External Vice President:              Christi Caballero 
   
Director of Alumni Relations:     Arturo Villarreal, Jr. 
  
Fundraising Director:                   Andrew Casillas   
  
Treasurer:                                            Belinda Garcia 
 
Education Chair:                             Andres Caballero 
 
Scholarship Chair:                               Carlos Tamez 
   
Newsletter Editor:                                   Betsy Keller 
 
Latina Law Caucus Chair:        Cassandra V. Cuellar  
 
NLLSA Liaison:                                  Julia Longoria 
 
1L Representative:                                 Cecy Partida 
 
Webmaster:                     Jennifer Braden  

Welcome 
The 2009-2010 CHLSA Officers: 

 
 
CHLSA President:                           Christi Caballero 
   
Internal Vice President:                   Cynthia Velarde  
   
External Vice President:                         Kyle Elliott     
 
Secretary                                          Claire Rodriguez    
   
Director of Alumni Relations:       Nathan McDonald 
  
Fundraising Director:                        Aliana Villarreal           
  
Treasurer:                                            Michelle Rojas                                  
 
Education Chair:                                    Omar Ochoa                        
 
Scholarship Chair:                           Andrew Casillas              
   
Newsletter Editor:                                    Angel Leal 
 
Fajita Fiesta Chair:                              Miriam Ayala                   
 
Latina Law Caucus Chair:      Jennifer Ann Gillespie    
 
NLLSA Liaison:                                   Hector Suarez                             
                                  
Webmaster:                                           Arthur Reyna                
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UT Law Wins National 
Championship in 2009 Hispanic 
National Bar Association Moot 

Court Competition 
 

 
 
The University of Texas School of Law won this 
year’s National Championship in the Hispanic 
National Bar Association Moot Court Competition. 
UT team and CHLSA members Cassandra Cuellar, 
’10; Belinda Garcia, ’10; and Rudy Segura, ’09; 
beat Loyola Law School (Los Angeles) in the final 
round of the competition bringing home the national 
title.  Additionally, Edward Sandoval served as a 
team alternate and Rudy Segura won the award for 
best speaker. 
 
The HNBA Moot Court team is coached by Shalla 
Santos, ’06, an associate with Allensworth & Porter, 
L.L.P. As a UT Law student, Santos was a member 
of the 2006 Giles Sutherland Rich Intellectual 
Property Moot Court national championship team. 
This was her first year coaching. 
 
This year’s HNBA Moot Court Competition was 
held March 5–7, 2009, in Miami, Florida, and 
included thirty-two teams from across the country.  
 
The Hispanic National Bar Association was 
founded nearly thirty years ago and currently 
represents the interests of over 100,000 legal 
professionals and students.  

TEXAS HISPANIC JOURNAL OF LAW 
AND POLICY  

 
In 1992, a group of UT law students founded the 
Hispanic Law Journal in order to provide a legal 
voice among and for Hispanics.  In 1997, the name 
was changed to the Texas Hispanic Journal of Law 
& Policy (THJLP) in order to reflect the journal’s 
commitment to disseminating information on 
relevant issues impacting the Hispanic community 
of Texas and the nation. 
 
THJLP seeks to be the leading national journal 
dedicated to the discussion of legal and public 
policy issues important to the Hispanic community. 
THJLP is an academic, neutral forum open to all 
views for the analysis of novel, significant or 
developing legal and public policy issues.   
 
THJLP accepts article submissions year round.  We 
encourage CHLSA alumni to submit their articles or 
other written works.  THJLP publishes materials 
from within and outside of the legal community as 
viewed by Hispanics and non-Hispanics that 
demonstrate the relationship of Hispanics with the 
legal, governmental or other societal communities, 
including: scholarly articles, book reviews, student 
notes, biographical pieces, and art work.  
 
In every issue, THJLP dedicates a section, titled 
Latino Focus, to honor an individual or organization 
for their impact on the Hispanic community, 
whether it is directly or indirectly.  THJLP is 
currently accepting nominations for its Latino Focus 
section in Vol. 15.   
 
If you have any inquiries about the submissions 
process, Latino Focus nominations, subscription 
information or just general information about 
THJLP please feel free to contact THJLP’s Editor in 
Chief, Veronica Reyes, at thjlp@law.utexas.edu.  
 
THJLP looks forward to building a close 
relationship with CHLSA and CHLSA alumni.   
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As I sit on the front porch of my apartment here in 
Austin, my wife and daughters are tucked into their 
respective beds, over three-hundred miles away.  
We own a home in Harlingen – or more correctly, 
we own a three-bedroom, two bath mortgage with a 
two car garage.1  However, it is a nice one.  The 
ceilings range from the standard 8 feet to as high as 
16.  My wife has tried to educate me about rounded 
corners and the benefits of tile over carpet, earth-
tones and something called “the house-wide 
theme.”  I can only imagine she is referring to the 
colors of the paint, picture-frames and the like.  I 
am just happy the sound system reflects my passion 
for Cowboys football, and my football-shaped mini-
crockpot is perfect for cheese which goes perfectly 
with chips (I prefer ridged potato chips).  Sounds 
like a little piece of the American dream, doesn’t it?  
Perhaps we are truly making progress. 
 
You alums will recall that CHLSA recently sent 
letters to you, reminding you about the progress 
CHLSA has made this year, and inviting you to our 
upcoming Cultural Celebration and Banquet.  We 
received a lot of mail back – bad addresses, no 
forwarding address, forwarding order expired, etc.   
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We even received notes asking to be removed from 
our mailing list.  One response, however, eclipsed 
the others in my mind.  Apparently the alum who 
had lived at that address has moved, and the current 
resident chose to return the letter with a message 
written on it.  I must say, the penmanship was 
excellent, and this person should be commended for 
having the wherewithal to send it.  The note said, 
“This is an American Home, not a Chicano or 
Hispanic one.”  Perhaps we are not making as much 
progress as I had hoped. 
 
At first, I was offended, angry, even.  “What kind of 
hateful, narrow-minded Godless person would do 
such a thing?”  I pictured some old lady with 
nothing better to do with her time than to write 
hateful things to organizations which somehow 
offend her.  Oh the anger she must have felt when 
she got this horrible piece of anti-American 
propaganda!  I pictured “Walt Kowalski” from the 
film, Gran Torino. 
Then I looked at the letter again.  Remember the 
penmanship I mentioned above?  It was really 
intriguing.  The person who wrote this took the time 
to put small asterisks before and after the word 
“Refused.”   The A in American, the H in home, the  
(continued on page 5 )  
 

 

An American Home 
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Practice Area Luncheon Series 
 

 
 
CHLSA has started a luncheon series featuring 
speakers from a wide range of practice areas.  It is 
designed to be a small group setting, with 
approximately eight students and an attorney 
speaker.  The program is dedicated to creating an 
atmosphere where law students can ask questions 
and receive a candid answer. The Luncheons, which 
will be held on Thursdays or Fridays throughout the 
semester, are a great opportunity for students to 
learn more about the law profession. The topics 
discussed range from the details of a practice area to 
interview tips.   
 
Paige Castañeda, an associate at Winstead, was the 
first Luncheon series speaker. Subsequent Speakers 
have been: U.S. District Judge Xavier Rodriguez; 
Jana Ortega, Law Office of Jana Ortega and 2008-
2009 Hispanic Bar Association of Austin, President; 
Bob Greenslade, Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.; 
Sarah and Andy Casey, The Casey Law Firm; 
Regan Beck, The Texas Farm Bureau; and Jennifer 
Lloyd,  DLA Piper.    
 
The attorneys gave honest answers to questions 
such as balancing work and a family, meeting your 
billable hours, as well as the pressures from 
everyday work-life.   
 

The Luncheons are a great way to have an intimate 
lunch with a few students and an attorney from a 
various field. This event can be very helpful not just 
having the attorney answer question but from 
discussing various topics amongst the group.  If you 
would be interested in being a  guest speaker at one 
of the luncheons please contact our alumni liaison at 
chlsa.liaison@gmail.com 
Michelle Rojas, 1L 

 
 

 
 
 

 
DONATE CHLSA 

Feel like contributing to CHLSA, but not directly to 

the University at large? Well, you can! If you would 

like to donate money to help with CHLSA's 

operating funds, please send cash or check to The 

University of Texas School of Law, written out to 

"Law School Foundation" with "CHLSA funds" or 

simply "CHLSA" written in the memo portion of 

the check. Any contribution will go a long way 

towards helping CHLSA achieve its many 

organizational goals.  Your support is much 

appreciated. 
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Winstead Scholarship 

 

 
 
Paige Ingram Castañeda, an Associate with 
Winstead, brought mild and cookies to a recent 
CHLSA meeting and discussed scholarship 
opportunities.  Winstead’s scholarship is available 
for a first-year, underrepresented diverse law 
student.   
 
Each Scholarship winner shall receive up to 
$20,000.00 distributed as follows: (1) $2,500.00 to 
be presented to each winner at the formal reception 
in April 2009, (2) $2,000.00 to be awarded to the 
law school student interest group of the winner’s 
choosing , (3) $2,500.00 signing bonus to the 
winner from each school, to be given to the student 
at the beginning of his or her summer associate 
clerkship, and (4) $13,000.00 signing bonus upon 
the start of a full-time position with Winstead. 
 
 
(An American Home continued) 
C in Chicano and the H in Hispanic are….   well…..   
not just scrawled, or even written, but actually 
crafted.  I’m no graphologist (I had to look that one 
up, admittedly), but it does not seem to me that this 
handwriting is that of some crazed isolationist who 

cherishes the thought of a wall around our country.  
It reminded me of my third-grade teacher who could 
write on the chalk-board (a hint to my age) and 
make her letters look exactly like they do in the 
books.  Beautiful. 
And then, a thought occurred to me.  GASP!  What 
if the author is actually…   dare I say it?  
Hispanic??? 
 
I am quickly reminded that a number of Hispanic 
students at UT Law do not participate in CHLSA or 
in diversity events.  Some of them even find the 
idea of an organization like CHLSA to be offensive, 
an anachronism of bygone years when the short-
handled hoe was legal, and people chanted “uvas, 
no!”   
 
I, myself, was a little concerned when I heard of 
CHLSA before my first year.  Did I want to be part 
of some radical group who spent every waking hour 
looking for something to protest?  To my delight, 
CHLSA was nothing of the sort.  Sure, there are 
members of that ilk, just as there are conservatives 
in the fold.  These differences are part of what 
makes CHLSA and any group, for that matter, 
stronger, more robust.  These differences provide 
the rich texture of the fabric that is who we are. 
 
Several years ago, a good friend whom I cherish 
asked me, “why do people have to categorize 
themselves as African-American or Mexican-
American, or Native-American?  We are all 
American.  Just American.  You don’t see people 
categorizing themselves as Swiss-American, or 
British-American, or anything like that, just 
American.”  I was truly moved that this man was 
comfortable enough to ask me what was clearly a 
difficult question for him.  He was genuinely 
puzzled about the issue, and wanted some kind of 
answer to this thing he could not grasp.  I believe 
the person who returned this letter to CHLSA may 
be in the same situation as my good friend, and so I 
think this might be an opportunity to share what I 
told him.  I said, “it isn’t a question of one or the 
other, it’s both.  I am a Mexican-American.  My 
physical appearance gives it away rather quickly.  
However, being a Mexican-American does not 
exclude me from being American.  From my 
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distaste for soccer and love of the NFL, to the fact 
that my family has lived in the same area of South 
Texas for nine generations, I am American. 
While I have never had to suffer the humiliation 
that Japanese-Americans did during World War II, 
or even the treatment my own parents endured in 
the forties and fifties, I can not merely stop being 
Mexican-American.  It is who I am.  It is a label we 
did not choose.  We were and are labeled every day.  
But that’s okay.  I am a Mexican-American, and 
being a Mexican-American is a wonderful thing to 
be.  It’s like being extra-American.  I get to enjoy 
classic cars.  I take pride in the accomplishments of 
Theodore Roosevelt, Lyndon Johnson, Martin 
Luther King, Desmond T. Doss and Gutzon 
Borglum.  If we could get the Cowboys to win a 
playoff game, life would be nearly perfect.  I also 
love a good salsa, carne asada, camarones al mojo 
de ajo, and the deep rich culture of the Aztecs and 
Maya.  If you ever get the chance to visit a Mexican 
Ejido, in Los Cielos, you will be blessed with 
exposure to another fabulous culture. 
It’s difficult to explain, but there is also something 
special about being able to articulate some 
“sophisticated legal analysis” to the English-
speaking world, and to be simultaneously able to 
call out to someone from anywhere in this 
hemisphere by simply saying, “hermano!” and get a 
smile (and sometimes a hug) in return.  That does 
not make me any less “American,” does it? 
I recently saw the film, Gran Torino.  Clint 
Eastwood’s character, Walt Kowalski, was a bitter, 
racist old man who was obsessed with things 
“American.”  However, his teen-aged neighbors – 
Viet-namese-Americans, recognized his ignorance, 
befriended him, and showed him first-hand that 
Americans come in all shapes and sizes and colors.  
I know it is fiction, but I couldn’t help seeing the 
parallel to our situation here. 
So perhaps our friend in El Paso, who took the time 
to write to us has done us a favor.  He or she has 
reminded us that although we have made progress, 
we still have a long way to go.  There are too many 
Americans who, for whatever reason, cannot 
appreciate the fact that ethnic-Americans are so 
very American, that it hurts.  Rather than shun our 
countrymen who can’t see what we see, we must 
remember that only by sharing openly the fact that 

we are as American as they, with a difference, that 
the notion of an “American home, not a Chicano or 
Hispanic home” will be a thing of the past. 
My home is an American home.  We work hard, we 
pay our taxes.  We vote, we pray, and we thank God 
every day for being American.  We fly Old Glory 
from our front porch.  Our home is, however, much 
more than that - it is an American home filled with 
Mexican-Americans, Chicanos, Hispanics, or 
whatever label we choose.  It isn’t a question of one 
or the other.  It is both. 
Art Villarreal2 
 
 
 
 

CHLSA BANQUET  

 
On Saturday, March 28, CHLSA held it's 34th 
Annual Cultural Celebration and Awards Banquet at 
the Etter-Harbin Alumni Center on the University 
of Texas campus.  Featuring speeches from UT Law 
Dean Larry Sager, HBAA Charitable Foundation 
Chair, Gloria Leal, and a keynote speech from the 
U.S. Congressman for the 28th District of Texas, 
Rep. Henry Cuellar, this year's banquet was a 
resounding success and experience for the 
organization and it's students. The banquet also 
symbolizes the end of the past year's CHLSA board, 
which has seen many accomplishments during it's 
time, including the initiation of the Practice Area 
Lunch Series, and the full endowment of the Dean 
Aleman Scholarship. CHLSA would like to thank 
it's contributors and alumni, because the 
organization would not have been able to do this 
without their devotion and gratitude. 
 
HBAA Charitable Foundation Chair, Gloria Leal 
also presented four graduating students with bar 
scholarships.  Rudy Segura, Art Villarreal, Veronica 
Reyes each received $1000 scholarships, and Betsy 
Keller received a $500 bar scholarship. The 
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scholarship is designed to assist Hispanic students 
with the costs of a bar preparation course.  
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