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 Dear CHLSA Alumni, 

This is the second installment of this year’s email communication stream, part of our Alumni 
Relations Program.  

We have kept the “easy-on-the-eyes,” “get to it and through it” newsletter format because of the 
positive response to last month’s email.  For example, Suzanne from San Antonio wrote, “Thank you so 
much for helping me re-connect.  I think this newsletter is quite appropriately structured, particularly 
for a busy lawyer like me.” 

We invite any constructive criticisms and/or suggestions you may have. 
 
Arturo Villarreal, Jr. 
Director of Alumni Relations - 2007-2008 

Our Mentorship Program Update 
 
This year, we have 34 1L’s, 21 2L’s and 11 3L’s in 
the mentor program.  As of today, through the 
combined efforts of the Hispanic Bar Association of 
Austin, local alumni, and other local attorneys, we 
have assigned local mentors to all but two 1L’s.  We 
are working diligently to find two more local 
attorney-mentors before pairing the long-distance 
attorney-mentor volunteers with students.   
 
We still have several 2L’s and 3L’s who desire a 
mentor, and we will be working to provide these 
students with mentors as soon as possible. 
 
If you are interested in becoming part of our 
Attorney-Mentor pool, please email Art Villarreal at 
chlsa.liaison@gmail.com  

The 2007-2008 CHLSA Officers: 
 

 
CHLSA President: 
  Veronica Leal 
Internal Vice President: 
  Yuridia Caire 
External Vice President: 
  Ole Garcia 
Director of Alumni Relations:  
 Arturo Villarreal, Jr. 
Fundraising Director: 
  Micah Miller 
Secretary: 
  Selena Saucedo 
Treasurer: 
  Jaime Vasquez 
Education Chair: 
  Christopher Cavazos 
Scholarship Chair: 
  Mónica Alemán 
Newsletter Editor: 
  Chris Weimer 
Latina Law Caucus Chair:  
 Veronica Reyes 
Fajita Fiesta Chair:  

 Edward A. Sandoval 
Minority Committee Affairs Representative: 
 Eddie Balderas 
Webmasters: 
 Jason Hassay 
 Agapito Sustaita 

Informe a todos! 
 
Spread the word to any alumni you know! 
If you have any news or suggestions, please let us 
know.  Also, please forward this newsletter to any 
and all alumni, we would love to hear from them! 
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Judge Xavier Rodriguez Guest 
Speaker at CHLSA Meeting 

 
At our October 2nd meeting CHLSA was privileged 
to have the Honorable Xavier Rodriguez in 
attendance.  Judge Rodriguez spoke, sharing some 
of his wisdom and life experiences with us. 
 
Judge Rodriguez currently sits on the Federal 
District Court for the Western District of Texas.  He 
previously served on the Texas Supreme Court, and 
before entering public life was a partner at Fulbright 
& Jaworski.  He is a UT-Law Alum, holds an A.B. 
from Harvard, and while at UT simultaneously 
completed an MPA from the LBJ School.  He is 
extensively involved in community service 
activities and serves on various boards in the San 
Antonio Community.  In addition, he has held a US 
Army Commission. 
 
While with us, he spoke candidly of his path to the 
Federal Bench and offered words of guidance.  
Judge Rodriguez came across as a humble man, 
mindful of his roots, and proud of his family.  He 
stressed his respect for his grandmother and father.  
He shared his experience of working while in Law 
School and stressed the importance of appreciating 
the lessons that can be learned during our tenure in 
school.  Judge Rodriguez shared experiences of 
working for a major firm and the demands of the 
experience.  In addition, he articulated that, as 
individuals, we should be mindful of finding an 
outlet and not allowing the “work” to consume us.  
The Judge touched on the issue of living a healthy 
life; as Hispanics, we are genetically predisposed to 
develop certain ailments and that unfortunately our 
profession can result in unhealthy habits. 
 
After his presentation Judge Rodriguez took 
questions ranging from the benefits of taking a 
clerkship to general career advice.  After our 
meeting adjourned, Judge Rodriguez was kind 
enough to stay and answer questions, one on one, 
with several CHLSA members. 
 
We are greatly appreciative of the time Judge 
Rodriguez offered us, especially since he battled the 

traffic on I-35 to travel up to spend the evening with 
us, and we look forward to working with him in the 
future. 

Edward A. Sandoval 
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CHLSA attends HNBA Conference 
in San Juan Puerto Rico. 

 
This year’s HNBA conference was held in San 
Juan, and by all accounts, this was the best 
conference to date. 
Six CHLSA members were in attendance, and the 
opportunities for learning and making contacts were 
not lost on the group.  From student-focused topics 
on interviewing and resumés to CLE panels on 
public service, intellectual property issues, social 
security and more, the conference offered 
something for everyone. 
 

 
 
The conference also included a job fair featuring 
firms, corporations, and government agencies from 
local or county agencies to the JAG Corps to the US 
Postal Service, many of which interviewed “on-the-
spot.” 
 

 
Eddie Balderas interviewing with a Miami firm 
 
The event culminated with the annual gala, 
featuring renowned artist, Gilberto Santa Rosa, “El 
Caballero de la Salsa.”  As if that were not enough, 
the City of San Juan, and the people there were 
phenomenal hosts.  We spent time seeing Old San 

Juan, as well as the newer parts of the City, and 
even found time to visit the rain forest and Culebra 
Island.  HNBA members were invited to visit the 
Capitol and then to a reception featuring the 
President of the Puerto Rican Senate. 
 

 
Inside the dome of the Capitol 
 

 
Jaime Vasquez, Veronica Leal, Olegario Garcia, Art 
Villarreal, Mónica Alemán and Eddie Balderas at 
the Capitol 
 

 
Mónica Alemán, Eddie Balderas and 

 Art Villarreal out on the balcony. 
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Cesar Chavez Statue 
Becomes Reality at UT 
 
Edited from www.cesarchavezstatue.org  
 
The idea to erect a statue of a Latina(o) at the 
University of Texas at Austin Campus was one that 
students had for sometime. With this purpose in 
mind, some of our Latina(o) students formed a 
group called “We are Texas Too” in the Fall 
semester of 2000. “We are Texas Too” in 
conjunction with the Latino Leadership Council 
conducted a student referendum in the fall of 2002 
semester. Cesar Chavez was the leader that students 
selected through the referendum to be honored with 
a bronze statue at our university. Cesar Chavez was 
a civil rights and labor leader whose work as a 

spiritual figure 
reflected his 
commitment to 
social change. He 
is recognized as 
one of the most 
heroic figures of 
our time. 
During the Spring 
2003 semester, 
“We are Texas 
Too” worked 
with Student 
Government and 
the Orange 
Jackets to have 

two statues erected. The Orange Jackets is one of 
the oldest student organizations on this campus and 
they saw the need to honor a female with a statue at 
UT Austin. They selected Barbara Jordan as the 
person that they wanted to honor. Because of the 
hard work of these three groups and the support of 
the student body, a referendum was passed to 
collect a fee increase for a total of $2.00 per student, 
per long semester and summer session, into a statue 
fund (this involves a $1.00 allocation per statue). 
The effort of students made the Cesar Chavez and 
Barbara Jordan statues a reality!  
Please feel free to share this information with 
anyone you feel would enjoy it. General 

information can be found by going to 
www.cesarchavezstatue.org. For additional 
information please call the UT Austin Office of the 
Dean of Students at (512) 471-5017. 
 
 
 

Students, Organizations and 
Administration Work Together 
and Respond to News of 
Fraternity’s “Cholo Party” 
 
The Daily Texan recently reported that an 
undergraduate student, Natasha Raheja, who was 
volunteering at the Campus Environmental Center’s 
clothing sale, found herself face-to-face with a 
student who was purchasing items in preparation for 
his fraternity’s rush event, where he was dressing as 
“a ghetto Mexican.”  Ms. Raheja’s response was 
admirable.  She authored the “Firing Line” article 
referred to above, which may have resulted in the 
party never being held. 
Student organizations, including CHLSA, were 
quick to respond, and the University’s 
administration did so as well. 
President William Powers issued a statement 
reiterating the University’s disapproval of such 
activities, and vowed to investigate.  As of today, 
there has been no proof that the party ever actually 
happened. 
 
 

CHLSA Members Seeking 
Employment 
 
As you probably recall, the anxiety over the 
prospects of employment after law school is a 
difficult thing to deal with. 
If you or your firm have opportunities for 
employment, please let CHLSA know.  As of now, 
we are in the process of creating a resume bank of 
our members.  We are evaluating the benefits of 
having it online, or on CD.   
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Questions for Alumni 
Please feel free to email your responses to chlsa.liaison@gmail.com  
 
Would you like to see CHLSA members’ resumes 
via email?   
 
Would you like to receive a resume bank on CD? 
 
Would you like to see “Alum Updates” as a regular 
feature of this email? 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On a lighter note: 
 

Football? 
 
The CHLSA intramural football team, the Coyotes, 
finished the regular season with a perfect record! 
The Coyotes won four out of four games against 
some rather impressive competition.  
Congratulations Coyotes! 
 

Comida for Lunch 
 
One of the benefits of being Hispanic is the rich 
culture that goes along with it.  As part of our 
efforts to embrace our culture, CHLSA members 
will be getting together for lunch this week and that 
hour will be completely in Spanish.  We have 
invited students regardless of their proficiency.  
Hopefully, this will help us stay connected with our 
culture and at least one part of the communities we 
will be serving.     

CHLSA FALL PARTY 
 
The First CHLSA Boat Cruise took place this 
year. This event was made possible by generous 
contributions from Vinson and Elkins, Baker 
Botts, Andrews Kurth, and Clark, Thomas & 
Winters with more than 30 CHLSA members 
attending. The event included great food made 
by Fajita Chair, Edward Adrian Sandoval.  Most 
importantly however, this was an opportunity 
for new friends and old to come together and 
enjoy each other's company with the beautiful 
Lake Travis as the backdrop.  
 

 
 
I hope this will become a CHLSA tradition. 
After the boat cruise the party continued at 
Internal VP-Yuridia Caire's home where more 
drinks were consumed and members showed off 
their dancing skills. The next big party will be 
held in the spring. 
 

Yuridia Caire 

Are You Ready for Fajitas? 
 
By 6:30 a.m., Edward Sandoval, the Fajita 
Fiesta Chair, and a small team of dedicated, if 
quite groggy, grillers fired up the pit and began 
what would end up being seven hours of sizzle 
and smoke as they prepared the mid-day meal. 
This week, CHLSA held the Fajita Fiesta, a 
fundraising event that also serves (no pun 
intended) to increase awareness of Hispanic 
Heritage.  Thanks to the generosity of alumni, 
friends and family, we were able to raise over 
$700 in this event. 
Not only were we able to share information 
about CHLSA with students in the atrium of the 
law school, but with many passers-by outside.  
Apparently, there is just something about a 
hundred pounds of seasoned, marinated, tender 
fajitas and chicken on the grill that puts people 
in a talkative mood. 
All humor aside, the CHLSA members who 
cooked, served, and cleaned up have the 
gratitude of the organization as a whole.  We are 
looking forward to the spring event. 

 


