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Defining the PopulationDefining the Population

1.8 million immigrants in Texas1.8 million immigrants in Texas
–– 78% of immigrants are Hispanic78% of immigrants are Hispanic
–– ~500,000 immigrants are undocumented~500,000 immigrants are undocumented

4.5 million uninsured in Texas4.5 million uninsured in Texas
–– 24% of uninsured are immigrants24% of uninsured are immigrants
–– 86% of uninsured immigrants are Hispanic86% of uninsured immigrants are Hispanic



Barriers to CoverageBarriers to Coverage

Private: Private: 
–– NoncitizensNoncitizens more likely to work in industries that more likely to work in industries that 

don’t offer insurance (service, agriculture, don’t offer insurance (service, agriculture, 
construction)construction)

Public:Public:
–– Perceived and real barriersPerceived and real barriers
–– Misconceptions regarding impact on immigration Misconceptions regarding impact on immigration 

statusstatus
–– Culture, language, quality of serviceCulture, language, quality of service
–– 1996 PRWORA welfare reform1996 PRWORA welfare reform



Barriers to Coverage:Barriers to Coverage:
1996 PRWORA Welfare Reform1996 PRWORA Welfare Reform

Established “qualified” and “not Established “qualified” and “not 
qualified” immigrant categoriesqualified” immigrant categories
Imposed fiveImposed five--year bar period for those year bar period for those 
entering U.S. after August 1996entering U.S. after August 1996
Texas did not opt to offer benefits to Texas did not opt to offer benefits to 
immigrants following fiveimmigrants following five--year baryear bar
Created confusion especially in mixedCreated confusion especially in mixed--
citizenship familiescitizenship families



Who Serves This Population?Who Serves This Population?

CountyCounty--funded programsfunded programs
–– Hospital districts (112 counties)Hospital districts (112 counties)
–– Public hospitals (32 counties)Public hospitals (32 counties)
–– CIHCP (138 counties)CIHCP (138 counties)
Charity clinicsCharity clinics
Community Health Centers (Community Health Centers (CHCsCHCs))



Community Health CentersCommunity Health Centers

OverviewOverview
31 31 CHCs CHCs operate 201 sites throughout operate 201 sites throughout 
TexasTexas
Who is served:Who is served:
–– HispanicHispanic
–– PoorPoor
–– UninsuredUninsured

Critical part of the safety net for immigrantsCritical part of the safety net for immigrants



Community Health Centers:Community Health Centers:
CHCs CHCs Operating in Texas Border CountiesOperating in Texas Border Counties

87%87%33Cameron, Hidalgo, Cameron, Hidalgo, 
WillacyWillacyValley AIDS CouncilValley AIDS Council

91%91%1111Kinney, Maverick,Kinney, Maverick,
Val VerdeVal VerdeUnited Medical CentersUnited Medical Centers

98%98%66Cameron, Cameron, WillacyWillacySu Su Clinica Clinica FamiliarFamiliar

99%99%66HidalgoHidalgoNuestra Clinica Nuestra Clinica del Valledel Valle

99%99%66WebbWebbGatewayGateway

99%99%1212Jim Jim HoggHogg, Starr,, Starr,
ZapataZapata

Community Action Council of Community Action Council of 
S. TexasS. Texas

99%99%33El Paso El Paso Centro San VicenteCentro San Vicente

99%99%99El PasoEl PasoCentro de Centro de Salud Salud Familiar La FeFamiliar La Fe

99%99%44CameronCameronBrownsvilleBrownsville

% Hispanic% HispanicSites Sites 
OperatedOperatedCounties ServedCounties ServedCHCCHC



Community Health Centers:Community Health Centers:
Services OfferedServices Offered

Preventive health servicesPreventive health services
Emergency medical servicesEmergency medical services
PharmaceuticalsPharmaceuticals
TransportationTransportation
Referrals for advanced careReferrals for advanced care
Health education/outreachHealth education/outreach



Community Health Centers:Community Health Centers:
Barriers to Advanced CareBarriers to Advanced Care

“Tin Cup” medicine“Tin Cup” medicine
The “second border”The “second border”
The “gatekeeper” systemThe “gatekeeper” system



CHC ExpansionCHC Expansion

December 2001: Congress approved December 2001: Congress approved 
largestlargest--ever increase in CHC funding ever increase in CHC funding 
($175 million for FY 2002)($175 million for FY 2002)
NACHC Goal: double the number of NACHC Goal: double the number of 
CHCs CHCs over the next five yearsover the next five years
TACHC Statewide Strategic PlanTACHC Statewide Strategic Plan



CHC Expansion:CHC Expansion:
TACHC Statewide Strategic PlanTACHC Statewide Strategic Plan

Expansion over next five years:Expansion over next five years:
–– New site development: New site development: 

325,361 new patients (75% increase)325,361 new patients (75% increase)
–– Current site expansion:Current site expansion:

247,993 new and current patients247,993 new and current patients
Expansions to 247 new and existing centersExpansions to 247 new and existing centers
Hiring 338 new providersHiring 338 new providers
Requires $99 million additional fundingRequires $99 million additional funding



ConclusionsConclusions

CHCs CHCs provide accessible, affordable, provide accessible, affordable, 
highhigh--quality, and culturallyquality, and culturally--sensitive sensitive 
care to immigrant populationcare to immigrant population
CHC expansions could pick up CHC expansions could pick up 
undocumented and postundocumented and post--1996 1996 
immigrants not covered by waiverimmigrants not covered by waiver
Timing is right Timing is right –– CHCs CHCs in the spotlightin the spotlight



Discussion IssuesDiscussion Issues

What is the feasibility of CHC What is the feasibility of CHC 
expansion in Texas?expansion in Texas?
How would pursuing a Medicaid How would pursuing a Medicaid 
waiver impact waiver impact CHCs CHCs and the and the 
immigrant population?immigrant population?
What other options are there for What other options are there for 
expanding access to immigrants in expanding access to immigrants in 
Texas?Texas?
Continue Medicaid waiver discussionContinue Medicaid waiver discussion
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