


As the number of Hispanic 
Americans in the United    	

States grows, so too does the potential 
for the group to have commensurate 
growth in political power. This changing 
demographic raises a number of 
questions. What is it to be Hispanic? 
Given the diversity of the Hispanic 
experience, what are “common issues” 
for this group? Is the Hispanic label 
largely political, and what  are its 

implications for establishing a political 
identity as the group’s power of 
numbers grows? Is there an analog in 
American political history or is this 
an unprecedented demographic and 
cultural trend? The Center examines 
this trend and its implications from both 
academic and practical perspectives.  

The Center’s home is at the flagship 
University of a state that has produced 

three of the nine last presidents 
and a disproportionate number of 
Congressional leaders and is rapidly 
moving toward being majority Hispanic. 
Thus, the Center is uniquely positioned 
to have a practical effect on the role 
of Hispanic Americans in the political 
institutions of our state and nation.

HISPANIC LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE

The Center, in partnership with the Texas 

Exes, proposes a Hispanic Leadership 

Initiative to examine the Hispanic population’s 

growing potential for leadership across 

Texas and in the nation. The initiative will 

measure emerging political and policy 

trends in the Hispanic community, 

recognize Hispanic leadership, develop and 

host information relevant to the Hispanic 

community and increase recruitment of 

Hispanic students to the University and 

the LBJ School.

HISPANIC LEADERSHIP INITIATIVE: FIVE GOALS IN THREE YEARS

    •  Highlight Hispanic leadership and the emerging role of Hispanic Americans in influencing public policy. 

    •  Recognize outstanding achievements in leadership by Hispanic alumni. 

    •  Provide mentoring and networking opportunities for Hispanic alumni and students. 

    •  Introduce Hispanic undergraduate students to the LBJ School of Public Affairs. 

    •  Reconnect Hispanic alumni with the University of Texas on an annual basis.

CPG 2007 FALL FORUM: The Future is Now
The Hispanic Impact on American Politics and Government
The Center for Politics in Governance celebrated its public launch by convening a conference on the changing impact of the 

Hispanic community on the American political landscape. The conference included some of the nation’s most prominent political 

experts, academics, and community leaders and focused on recognizing, understanding, and expanding the role of Hispanic 

Americans in the political arena both in Texas and the nation.

CPG Partners with Las Comadres for Texas Public Policy and Campaign Training
The Center for Politics and Governance partners with Las Comadres Para Las Americas to present the Texas Public Policy & 

Candidate Program (TPP-ACT). The state-level program is designed to encourage Latina leaders in the business, nonprofit, and 

government communities to participate in the political process by being informed on issues, candidates, and voting. The program 

consists of rigorous and diverse sessions led by some of the state’s foremost leaders in Texas and national politics and government. 

Successful participants in the TPP-ACT complete the program with skills needed to consider serving the public by seeking elected 

or appointed office.

Understanding the Hispanic Vote in 2008
The Center for Politics and Governance hosted a panel discussion to analyze the impact of the Hispanic vote on the 2008 elections and 

discuss emerging trends and implications for the future.


