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n 1577, Spain’s King Phillip II ordered a com-
prehensive survey of the New World.  Questionnaires 
sent to Spain’s territories in the Americas requested 

information about population, demographics, languages, terrain 
and vegetation. 

Of the more than 200 responses, called the relaciones geográ-
ficas (see inset), one-fifth reside in the Nettie Lee Benson Latin 
American Collection at The University of Texas at Austin. The 
relaciones geográficas are just a few of the many priceless arti-
facts acquired by the collection since its establishment in 1926.  

Today, the Benson Collection is the largest university library of 
Latin American materials in North America, attracting scholars and 
visitors from around the world and providing essential support to 
the research and teaching of the internationally renowned Teresa 
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS).

The Collection’s curators acquire and provide access to mate-
rials on Mexico, Central and South America, the Caribbean 
and the Hispanic presence in the United States.  Mexican and 
Brazilian materials are collected with special intensity, but hold-
ings for the study of all South and Central American and the 
Spanish Caribbean have earned international recognition for 
their depth. 

Laying the Foundation (1920-41)
The university’s development of a Latin American Collection 
began in 1920 with a chance encounter on a Mexico City street. 
Professor Charles Wilson Hackett and University of Texas Regent 
H. J. Lutcher Stark traveled to Mexico for the inauguration of 
President Álvaro Obregón.  As they were strolling down Madero 
Street, they spotted a first edition of conquistador Bernal Díaz 
del Castillo’s “Historia verdadera de la conquista de la Nueva 
España” (“True History of the Conquest of New Spain,” Madrid, 
1632) in a bookstore window.

“That book should be in the library of The University of Texas,” 
exclaimed Hackett, to which Stark responded, “Let’s buy it.”

That single purchase led Hackett and Stark to discover the 

availability of the unique private library of Genaro García, 
Mexican senator, historian and bibliophile. The García library, 
which the university purchased from his heirs six months later 
in 1921, became the nucleus of the Latin American Collection. It 
contained more than 25,000 books about Mexico, the Americas, 
the West Indies and Spain, and 250,000 pages of original manu-
scripts reflecting four centuries of Mexican history, education 
and law.

The library’s first curator, historian Carlos E. Castañeda, 
added many other important collections after the initial García 
library purchase

Foremost among these were 247 volumes of manuscripts and 
books acquired in 1937 from the Joaquín García Icazbalceta 
library. This included the unmatched series of relaciones 
geográficas and 45 of the first books printed in the New World 
between 1542 and 1600, on language, science, history, music 
and religion.

Noteworthy among the library’s rare books is the “Doctrina 
breve muy provechosa,” a catechism written by Bishop Juan de 
Zumárraga. Printed in Mexico in 1543, it is the oldest extant 
New World imprint.  

Castañeda also appealed to government agencies and uni-
versities throughout Latin America, who sent materials to the 
library devoted to their culture and history.  

Growth and Expansion (1942-75)
However, it was during the leadership of the indefatigable Nettie 
Lee Benson, noted historian of Mexico and head librarian from 
1942 to 1975, that the comprehensiveness and quality of the 
Collection attained worldwide renown.  

During her tenure, Benson nearly doubled the number of 
volumes in the library and expanded a publication exchange pro-
gram with Latin American institutions by which duplicate books 
in the library are exchanged for publications from Latin America. 
The Benson Collection continues to acquire nearly a third of its 
books by those means, some through agreements drawn more 

than 70 years ago.
As the reputation of the Collection grew, so did its benefac-

tors.  Donations of publications from governmental agencies, 
corporations and non-governmental organizations constantly 
enrich the Collection with rare documentation. Nearly one-
fourth of all books added annually to the library are through 
private gifts.

Benson also recognized the need for a library resource that 
focused on Latinos in the United States, now the country’s larg-
est minority.  

Prior to her retirement, Benson lent strong support to a stu-
dent initiative that established the Mexican American Library 
Program, which collects all relevant current and retrospective 
books and materials related to Latinos and Mexican Americans 
and assists the scholarly activities of the Center for Mexican 
American Studies.

Benson’s role in sustaining the Collection’s growth and con-
temporary relevancy was honored in 1975 when the university’s 
Board of Regents named the library in her honor.

Contemporary Focus (1975-present)
Though the Benson Collection’s archival holdings relate predom-
inantly to the Spanish colonial era and the post-independence 
period of the 19th century, the current focus is on developing 
20th-century holdings from all of Latin America.  

Recent acquisitions include collections about Latin American 
human rights issues; Brazilian contemporary music; George O. 
Jackson, Jr. “Essence of Mexico” photographs detailing commu-
nity fiestas; the Agrasánchez Collection of Mexican Cinema; the 
José Gómez Sicré papers on Latin American artists, especially 
from Cuba; and literary and historical papers of U.S. Latino orga-
nizations and authors, such as feminist theorist Gloria Anzaldúa.

The Collection adds nearly 16,000 volumes annually, many 
of which are donated through the generosity of friends, faculty, 
staff and students. Head librarian Ann Hartness expects the 
Collection to reach one million volumes in 2008.

Benson Collection staff employ several strategies to increase 
the library’s holdings, including standing arrangements with 
Latin American book dealers, exchange agreements with more 
than 800 Latin American institutions, acquisitions through U.S. 
sources for Latino publications, active solicitation of gifts and 
acquisition trips.

As the 21st century unfolds, the library will continue to grow 
by adding both traditional and innovative sources of information 
that reflect people’s lives, work, culture, governance and the 
natural resources and international relations of approximately 
40 countries.  

Eighty years after its establishment, the Nettie Lee Benson 
Latin American Collection is considered a national and interna-
tional treasure and serves as the crowning achievement of The 
University of Texas at Austin’s commitment to Latin American 
studies.

Top Shelf
Aged 80 Years, the Nettie Lee Benson 
Collection Attracts Latin America 
Connoisseurs from Around the World
by Jennifer McAndrew

I
Acapistla (now Yecapixtla, Morelos), Mexico. 1580.

resources
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hroughout history, borders have often 
been places where cultures collide, identities are  
contested and wars are fought. The Texas borderlands 

are no exception. Exploring the state’s unique history under 
Spanish, French and Mexican rule is an ongoing focus of  
TexasBeyondHistory.net (TBH), a virtual museum created by 
the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory (TARL).

With more than 50 million artifacts, TARL is the largest and 
oldest archeological repository in Texas. University archeologists 
and researchers add 10,000 artifacts each year. As a working lab-
oratory, the facility is primarily open to accredited researchers.  

In order to share the fruits of more than 80 years of archeo-
logical research with the public, TARL created the Texas Beyond 
History Web site in 2001. In 2006, the site had more than five 
million virtual visitors from 125 countries.   

TexasBeyondHistory.net contains 50 major site exhibits with 
more than 8,500 images covering the cultural history of Texas, a 
legacy spanning at least 13,500 years. Fourteen partner institu-
tions and more than 100 archeologists, historians, geologists, 
botanists, paleontologists, educators, artists and photographers 
contribute content. TARL also maintains relationships with 
more than 30 Native American groups including the Caddo, 
Comanche, Alabama-Coushatta and Mescalero Apache.

Only six years after its inception, TBH’s museum-quality exhib-
its are used in university classes across the state and beyond. The 
museum staff also creates K-12 interactive learning activities and 
lesson plans for teachers throughout Texas. 

Several TBH exhibits explore life in the colonial borderlands 
where Spanish soldiers and missionaries played lead roles secur-
ing the northern frontier of New Spain.

LATIN AMERICA ONLINE

LANIC: 
Electronic Gateway to the Americas

he Latin American Network Information 
Center (LANIC) serves as an electronic gateway to Latin 
America, offering nearly 12,000 Web sites on the region. 

LANIC—which receives more than four million hits per month--is 
affiliated with the Teresa Lozano Long Institute of Latin American 
Studies (LLILAS).

The online resources are designed to assist researchers through-
out the world—from university scholars to primary and second-
ary school teachers to private and public sector professionals.

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the Ford Foundation and 
the College of Liberal Arts help fund LANIC, which is a key com-
ponent of the International Information Systems, also based at 
the university. Log on at http://lanic.utexas.edu/.

panish speakers often struggle to master 
Portuguese, which is deceptively similar. False cog-
nates, different vocabulary and a new grammar sys-

tem prove particularly challenging for people with a Spanish 
background. 

“Tá Falado” (It’s All Been Said), created by the Texas 
Language Technology Center (TLTC), is an online learning 
tool featuring podcasts of Portuguese pronunciation, gram-
mar and vocabulary lessons. Users can download transcripts 
and ask questions as part of a discussion blog. Podcast dia-
logs illustrate specific sound differences between Spanish 
and Portuguese and highlight cultural contrasts between the 

United States and Brazil.
TLTC transforms foreign language learning through emerg-

ing technologies. Funded by a three-year, $540,000 grant 
from the U.S. Department of Education, TLTC is a leader in 
developing no-cost digital scholarly resources free from most 
copyright and licensing restrictions. These resources also are 
known as open access projects.

Other online applications include “Cantar de mio Cid,” 
a multimedia oral presentation of the epic Spanish poem; 
and “Français Interactif,” a French curriculum that includes 
streaming video, grammar quizzes, verb conjugation tools 
and online polls and receives nearly one million hits per day.

Dig Up Texas 
History Online

Falcon Reservoir
Beneath the watery expans-
es of Falcon Reservoir in 
Southwest Texas lie the 
ruins of small villas and 
ranchos, ghostly reminders 
of once-thriving 18th-cen-
tury Spanish settlements. 
Archeological investigations 
in the 1950s secured impor-
tant artifacts before the 
structures were permanently 
submerged.

Gateway Missions
In 1700, Missions San Juan 
Bautista, San Bernardo and 
San Francisco de Solano 
were established on the 
Rio Grande to serve native 
people. During the 1970s 
archeologists rediscovered 
the site, which played a 
major role in sustaining 
trade routes across the 
northern frontier.

Los Adaes Mission and 
Presidio
Few Texans know that from 
1729 to 1770, the Spanish 
capital of Texas was actu-
ally located in Louisiana 
at Los Adaes. Though the 
Spanish crown forbade 
settlers to engage in com-
merce with the French, 
frontier survival led to con-
traband trade among the 
Spanish, French and Caddo 
Indians.

Mission San Sabá
Archeologists discovered 
the tale of the 10-month life 
of the doomed Mission San 
Sabá in 1993. In 1758, an 
allied force of 2,000 Wichita, 
Comanche, Tonkawa and 
Caddo Indians, angered by 
the Spanish lust for gold 
and native souls, sacked 
the mission and burned it to 
the ground.

Mission Espíritu Santo
Spanish friars at Mission 
Espíritu Santo first targeted 
the coastal Karankawa 
and then the Aranama 
Indians for conversion. 
Archeologists tracked this 
mission across four locali-
ties to learn about its history 
and how the Texas cattle 
industry was born. 

T

Podcasts and Portuguese: You say “Adios,” I say “Adeus”

S T

by Jennifer McAndrew
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All races:
Hispanic or 
Latino population
as a percent of 
total population
by county
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12.5 to 24.9
5.0 to 12.4
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0.1 to 0.9

U.S. percent
is 12.5

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000
Redistricting Data (PL 94-171) Summary File.
Cartography: Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau.
American FactFinder at factfinder.census.gov
provides census data and mapping tools.0 100 Miles

Sociologists Lead the Field in Understanding Changing Communities 
Hispanics comprise the largest and fastest-growing ethnic minority group in 
the United States. Almost 50 percent of Hispanics live in the Southwestern 
United States, primarily in California and Texas (see demographic map, 
inset). The growing Hispanic community has a relatively young population: 
23 percent of children younger than 5 years old are Hispanic. From education 
and health to labor and immigration, liberal arts researchers examine the 
country’s changing demographics to address tomorrow’s issues today. 
Photos by Alan Pogue.
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Changing U.S. 
Demographics: 
A Societal Call
Demographic Shift Presents Opportunities, Challenges

n recent decades, Texas and the United 
States have experienced one of the biggest population 
transformations in the nation’s history, with three 

major trends: growth, aging and diversity. 

Growth
In 2006, the U.S. population reached 300 million people 
and continues to grow at a rate of almost 1 percent per 
year. This is unique for a post-industrial society. Texas 
has continued to grow at an even faster rate than the U.S. 
population, and may reach 25 million people by 2010. 

Aging  
The first Baby Boomers will reach age 65 in 2011. And, the 
population aged 65 and older will grow rapidly during the 
next two decades. In Texas, the state data center projects 
between 16 and 20 percent of the population will be aged 
65 and older by 2040, compared to 10 percent currently.  

Diversity
The 2000 census revealed the nation is characterized by 
more racial/ethnic diversity than ever before, largely driven 
by relatively high levels of immigration and birth rates in 
immigrant communities during the past two decades. The 

Hispanic population became the nation’s largest ethnic 
minority group in 2000. Asian Americans and Hispanics 
continue to grow at faster rates than African Americans and 
non-Hispanic whites in the United States. 

These fundamental shifts in the U.S. population’s size 
and composition, as well as their causes and consequences, 
are central to the research and teaching missions of the 
Department of Sociology and the Population Research 
Center at The University of Texas at Austin. The nation will 
look quite different in the coming decades, presenting new 
cultural and economic opportunities but also new chal-
lenges in social and health services and education. 

It is vitally important for us to understand the com-
plex population shifts that are unfolding around us. 
Demographic change affects every community. How the 
country responds to this new demographic reality will 
shape the fabric of American life and culture for years to 
come.

Robert A. Hummer is the chair of the Department of Sociology 
and a research associate at the Population Research Center. 
He researches the health and healthcare patterns of immi-
grant populations in the United States, who often face 
difficult economic and social situations.

I
By Robert A. hummer
Chair, Department  
of Sociology
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Cross-Border Contraception Use by Latinas
The federally funded Border Contraceptive Access Study is  
set in the unique bi-national setting of El Paso and Ciudad 
Juarez, where oral contraceptive users may obtain the pill 
from either family planning clinics in the United States or 
pharmacies in Mexico.  
	I nvestigators Joseph Potter in the Department of Sociology 
and Kristine Hopkins at the Population Research Center lead 
this collaborative effort with researchers at the University 
of Texas El Paso and Ibis Reproductive Health.  The team 
has completed a study of 1,300 women assessing their abil-
ity to self-screen for oral contraceptives. The researchers are 
conducting a nine-month, follow-up study of 1,000 users to 
determine not only why women choose a clinic or pharmacy, 
but also whether the source has any influence on satisfaction, 
continuation, and method failure.  
	T he study also contains an ethnographic component led by 
Hopkins. And recently, the Center for Border Health Research 
funded a new module to assess hypertension and obesity 
among the population’s pill users.  
	T he research will answer important questions about the 
appropriate role of medical supervision in oral contraceptive 
provision and inform policy regarding Hispanic fertility and 
contraceptive practice.

Sociology Professors Among Most Highly Cited in Nation 
Citation is a direct measure of a scholar’s influence in a 
field. When one researcher cites another’s work, he or she 
acknowledges the relevance of that work to current scholar-
ship. 
	T homson Scientific, a leading textbook publisher, tracks 
the top 250 researchers whose publications have received the 
most citations from 1981 to 1999. 
	I n the social sciences category, five sociology professors 
affiliated with the Population Research Center made the 
prestigious list.  

Christopher Ellison researches the implications of 
religion for mental and physical health; religious variation in 
family life, including childrearing and marital relations; and 
the role of religion in minority groups. 

Norval Glenn specializes in family sociology, social 
change, aging and survey research methods. His recent 
research deals with marital success and psychological well 
being throughout life. 

John Mirowsky studies social aspects of health and 
well-being. Current research examines effects on health of 
education, employment, economic hardship, neighborhood 
disadvantage and the sense of personal control. 

Catherine Ross researches the effects of socioeconomic 
status, education, work, family and neighborhoods on physi-
cal and mental health, and men and women’s sense of con-
trol versus powerlessness.  

Debra Umberson studies the sociology of mental 
health, gender, aging and the life course, and death and 
dying. Her recent publications explore how the effect of 
marital quality on health changes over time.

Researchers Examine Challenges of an Aging Population 
Mark Hayward, director of the Population Research Center, leads research on health and aging. He studies the origins of health 
disparities at older ages and ethnic disparities in healthy life expectancy in several projects funded by the National Institute on 
Aging. John Mirowsky, professor of sociology, leads a study called “Aging, Status, and the Sense of Control,” which aims to 
explain the relationship between aging and changes in the sense of control over life. Debra Umberson, professor of sociology, 
focuses on the effect of marriage on health quality over time. She also examines how the death of a parent affects adult children 
in her book, “Death of a Parent: Transition to a New Adult Identity” (2006). Jacqueline Angel, professor of public affairs and 
sociology, leads the Conference Series on Aging in the Americas. Recent conferences have examined the social and economic 
causes and consequences of health problems among the aging Hispanic population of the United States. 

Sociology Briefs NSF Supports Graduate Student Diversity 
The National Science Foundation renewed a grant to support minority graduate students in the social sciences in the College of 
Liberal Arts. The renewal earmarks an additional $427,000 for recruitment and retention of students in the Departments of 
Anthropology, Government and Sociology during the next three years. Since 2005 the NSF has supported more than 20 social science 
graduate students at the university with $270,000 in federal funding for research fellowships and travel. “This type of federal funding 
helps make upward trends in diversity a reality, not just an aspiration,” says Bob Hummer, chair of the Department of Sociology. 

Sociologists 
Spearhead
Population
Studies
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Hispanics, Health and the Future 
The population of the United States, similar to other nations, 
will age rapidly during the 21st century. It’s unclear how 
this demographic trend will affect Latinos who are living 
longer and shifting from a youthful population to an increas-
ingly older cohort. Jacqueline Angel, professor of sociology, 
edited “The Health of Aging Hispanics: The Mexican-Origin 
Population” (2007), which examines the connection between 
immigration and health and addresses political issues related 
to the debate on healthcare reform. 

Research Apprentices Study Minority Demography 
Hispanic infant mortality, health care needs of elderly Mexican Americans, effects of immigration on health, adolescent 
sexual behavior and racial differences in disabilities are just a few of the issues examined by apprentices in the Research 
Experience for Undergraduates program in minority group demography. Each summer, the 10-week program offers under-
graduates the opportunity to apprentice with a Population Research Center faculty affiliate and present their projects at 
fall meetings of the Southern Demographic Association. More than 150 students have participated in the program since its 
inception in 1989. Some alumni have pursued careers in academe, while others work in the public sector for organizations 
such as the Texas Department of Insurance and the United Nations Population Division. 

Sociologists Reunite to Explore Latin American Demography
More than 30 alumni of the Population Research Center returned to the university last spring to share the fruits of their research 
at the 2007 conference, “Latin American Demography: Past, Present and Future.” Conference topics included: family change 
and gender, social policy, international migration and border studies, reproductive health, aging and social and labor mobility. 
Notable alumni included Jorge Balan, a 1968 graduate who is a program officer at the Ford Foundation, and Paulo Saad, a 1998 
graduate who is a population affairs officer with the United Nations. Participants traveled from universities across the United 
States and Latin America where they are leading the field of population studies.

Latino Children Serve as Family Translators 
Children of immigrant parents are often called upon 
to translate the English language for their parents in 
conversations at the bank or doctor’s office. Known 
as “language brokers,” these children are more than 
just translators, they are called upon to mediate adult 
social transactions that can be very stressful or difficult. 
Su Yeong Kim, an assistant professor of human ecol-
ogy affiliated with the Population Research Center, 
launched a study to examine the role of language bro-
kering on child development in Mexican American pop-
ulations. Through interviews with parents and children, 
she hopes to untangle how the translation responsibility 
impacts child development, academic performance and 
acculturation.

Breaking the Silence: Incest in Mexican Society 
Gloria Gonzalez-Lopez, assistant professor of sociology, 
recently completed fieldwork in four urban centers in Mexico 
for her study “Secretos de Familia: Incest in Mexican Society.” 
Her research in Ciudad Juarez, Guadalajara, Mexico City and 
Monterrey is one of the first projects to examine incest in 
Mexico from a feminist, sociological perspective. The intense, 
qualitative study consisted of in-depth interviews with 60 
adults with a history of incestuous relationships and more 
than 30 professionals working on these issues from different 
disciplines. Interviews explored the social forces that contrib-
ute to incest and investigated the quality of participants’ sex-
ual health and intimate relationships. Preliminary findings 
will help train the professionals who work on these issues, 
as well as inform political activism designed to help children 
and women who have been exposed to sexual violence.

Bridging the Disciplines 
How do international migration, changes in marriage and 
family patterns and aging citizens affect nations’ popula-
tion structures? Undergraduates enrolled in the “Social 
Inequality, Health and Policy” concentration of the Bridging 
Disciplines Program investigate these questions and many 
more via coursework and internship experiences. Through 
the lenses of multiple disciplines, students explore the 
causes of disparities in health, life expectancy and medical 
care that exist in the world today. Jacqueline Angel and 
Shannon Cavanagh, sociologists, lead the faculty panel for 
the program. Learn more at www.utexas.edu/ugs/bdp/
programs/sihp/index.html.

Population Research Center 
Leads Successful Anti-Poverty Program 

New Hope, an experimental 
program started by community 
activists and business leaders in 
Milwaukee to boost employment 
among the working poor and 
improve children’s lives, can be a 
model for national anti-poverty 
policies, says Aletha Huston, pro-
fessor of child development in the 
Department of Human Ecology and 
a faculty affiliate of the Population 

Research Center. She is the author of “Higher Ground: 
New Hope for the Working Poor and Their Children” 
(2007), which provides a compelling look at the pro-
gram, drawing upon stories, surveys and employment 
records of individual participants. Participants in the 
New Hope program were required to work a minimum 
of 30 hours per week to be eligible for earning supple-
ments and health and child care subsidies. They also 
had access to career counseling. The program not only 
increased work and reduced poverty, but also improved 
school achievement and reduced behavior problems for 
the children of participating adults. It also increased 
children’s involvement in childcare centers, after-school 
programs and other structured activities. 

“Most significant to public policy is the long-term 
positive effect of the New Hope program on children,” 
Huston says. “The children weren’t part of the program’s 
intervention, but they clearly benefited from reduced 
poverty and access to health insurance and child care.”

Huston

Top-ranked Population Research  
Center Taps Interdisciplinary Talents
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Latino LANDSCAPES

Preserving the Past and Preparing for the Future
Hispanic Faculty Shape Scholarship in Fields from Spanish to Slavic Studies

iguel Gonzalez-Gerth, who graduated 
from The University of Texas at Austin in 
1950 with a degree in romance languages, 

remains devoted to preserving the legacy of his mentor  
Harry Ransom.

Gonzalez-Gerth, a Spanish professor emeritus and 
2006 Pro Bene Meritis recipient, has assisted the Harry 
Ransom Center in acquiring recent collections, including 
select materials from Argentine writer Jorge Luis Borges. 

He also serves as a special consultant to Thomas Staley, 
the center’s director and professor of English who holds 
the Harry Huntt Ransom Chair in Liberal Arts.

Gonzalez-Gerth’s international focus reflects his 
multicultural upbringing. While living in Mexico City, he 
attended a British school. When his father was transferred 
to Spain, the family traveled throughout Europe, visiting 
London, Paris and Berlin. Upon returning from Spain, 
Gonzalez-Gerth relocated to San Antonio to attend 
military boarding school.

Even his master’s thesis, “Spanish Themes in American 
Romantic Literature,” reflected this cross-cultural 
sensibility. Throughout his career, Gonzalez-Gerth has 
written his poetry in both Spanish and English and likens 
himself to an amphibiou animal, at home in two different 
worlds.

His tenure at the university maintained a similar 
duality. As a professor and interim chair of the Department 

of Spanish and Portuguese, he was an important part of 
the department’s rise to national prominence. Yet he 
also found himself drawn to English literature and was 
a founding member of the university’s weekly British  
Studies Seminar.

Borges, who taught at the university in 1961, shared 
Gonzalez-Gerth’s enthusiasm for English literature, and 
the two poets bonded over their bi-national experiences.

“Borges’ first encounter with North America was 
Texas,” Gonzalez-Gerth says. “He felt at home here and 
saw many similarities in the history and landscape of 
Texas and his native Argentina. Borges remembered 
Texas in his poetry, and Texas has never forgotten him.”

   

Crossing Borders in Literature and Life
by Tracy Mueller

M

Texas  

Jorge Luis Borges (1899-1986)

Here as well. Here, as at the other
End of the hemisphere, an endless
Plain where a lone call-to-arms
Dies out. Here too the lasso, the Indian,
And the colt…as well as the bird
That no one sees singing over the roar
Of history to keep a single afternoon
Memorable. Here too the mystic 
Alphabet of stars dictating to my pen
Names the unceasing labyrinth
Of days has not effaced: San Jacinto 
And that other Thermopylae, the Alamo.
Here as well the utterly unfamiliar,
Anxious and brief thing called life.

—translated by Kurt Heinzelman, English professor, 
for “Black Butterflies” (Mulberry Press, 2004)

Miguel  
Gonzalez-Gerth 
(right), Spanish 
professor emeritus, 
with Argentine writer 
Jose Luis Borges, 
who taught at the 
university in 1961.

Center leads Mexican-American 
Studies in the 21st Century
by christian clarke cÁsarez

ince 1970, the Center for Mexican-
American Studies (CMAS) has supported 
scholarship on the country’s fastest grow-

ing minority population. 
Every year, the center brings the academy 

to the community through an extensive public 
programming calendar. The events range from 
cultural studies on the Virgin of Guadalupe and Selena to policy 
examinations about immigration and access to education.

“Scholars across the university are providing insight into the 
Mexican and Mexican American experience,” says Jose Limón, direc-
tor of the Center for Mexican American Studies. “They not only help 
us understand the broader Latino experience, they strengthen the 
presence of Mexican Americans and other Latinos in the intellectual 
terrain nationally and internationally.”

In addition to offering academic programs, CMAS coordinates 
nationally recognized projects, including:
•	 Latino USA, a production partnership with KUT Radio. The 

award-winning radio journal of Latino news and culture is 
broadcast on about 180 stations.

• 	Latino Financial Issues Program, a partnership with business 
and community organizations to promote financial literacy and 
support research on wealth and asset accumulation.

•	 Latinos and Educational Equity, addressing the quality of 
education for historically underprivileged communities in 
Texas, most of which have high percentages of Latino and 
African American youth.

•	 History, Culture and Society, a publication series with UT 
Press, featuring more than 10 cutting-edge inquiries into poli-
tics, military history and the civil rights movement 

• 	World War II archive, an oral history project led by Maggie-
Rivas Rodriguez, CMAS affiliate and associate professor of 
journalism. In addition to interviewing men and women of 
the World War II generation, she is building a rich holding of 
artifacts, such as newspaper clippings, letters and diaries.

To learn more about CMAS and read Noticias (News),  
which the center has published for 15 years, visit www.utexas.edu/
depts/cmas/.

S
Limón
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uring the 2007 Texas  
Book Festival, Rolando 
Hinojosa-Smith, the Ellen 

Clayton Garwood Professor of Creative 
Writing, was one of two Texas authors 
honored with the Bookend Award 
for lifetime achievement and contri- 

butions to Texas literature.
Hinojosa-Smith is best known for his “Klail City Death 

Trip” series, a collection of novels following generations 
of Anglos and Mexicans in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas.  

“The presentation of the Bookend Award to Rolando 
suggests that the Texas literary establishment has final-
ly recognized what Rolando has known for decades: 
that the culture and literature of the Texas-Mexico  
borderlands have become a central part of the state’s 
sense of itself,” John M. González, assistant professor of 
English, says.   

The son of a Mexican American father and an Anglo 
mother, Hinojosa-Smith is a product of the U.S.-Mexico 
border’s cultural synthesis. 

“Estampas Del Valle y Otras Obras” (published in 
English as “The Valley”), Hinojosa-Smith’s 1973 series 
about the lower Rio Grande Valley where he was born 
and raised, was recognized as a classic of the Chicano 
literary canon upon publication. 

His recent novels include “Ask a Policeman,” “The 
Useless Servants,” “Becky and Her Friends,” “Dear Rafe,” 
“Rites and Witnesses” and “We Happy Few.”

Hinojosa-Smith has earned numerous literary honors 
during his prolific career. He was the first Chicano author 
to receive the prestigious prize in Latin American fiction, 
Premio Casa de las Américas, for “Klail City y sus alred-
edores” (published in English as “Klail City”) in 1976. 

Earlier this year, Hinojosa-Smith was inducted into the 
Texas Literary Hall of Fame. His work has been trans-
lated into numerous languages, including Dutch, French, 
German and Italian.  

Hinojosa-Smith is the second professor at the univer-
sity to receive the Bookend Award. In 1998, the Texas 
Book Festival honored the lifetime achievement of the 
late Américo Paredes, professor emeritus of anthropol-
ogy and English, and founder of the Center for Mexican 
American Studies and Paredes Center for Cultural Studies 
in the College of Liberal Arts.

hen David Sosa completed his 
dissertation on “Representing Thoughts 
and Language” at Princeton University 

in 1996, there were only 10 
Hispanics who earned doc-
toral degrees in philosophy in 
the United States, according 

to the American Philosophical Association.
But entering the academy did not intimi-

date the second-generation philosopher. His 
father, Ernest, is a leading scholar of episte-
mology, the field of analyzing the nature of 
knowledge.

Today, Sosa is chair of the Department of 
Philosophy, where he serves as a national role model for students 
interested in the elite field, which offers one of the most rigorous 
and valuable learning experiences at a university.

In 2001, Sosa and his late colleague Robert Solomon appeared 
in “Waking Life,” an animated film by Richard Linklater. Sosa 
offered a monologue on physics and the problem of free will. He 
explained hard determinism, which holds there is no place for 
free action in a world governed by physical laws, since humans 

are physical beings subject to these laws.
In academic articles, Sosa has explored themes such as 

“Skepticism about Intuition,” “The Import of the Puzzle 
About Belief” and “Consequences of 
Consequentialism” in Philosophy, Philosophi-
cal Review and Mind. He is an editor of “A 
Companion to Analytic Philosophy” (Blackwell, 
2001), “Analytic Philosophy: An Anthology” 
(Blackwell, 2001), and “Philosophy for the 
21st Century” (Oxford, 2002).

This year, Sosa and faculty members 
in the college’s highly ranked philosophy 
department expanded their collaborations 
with researchers at the Universidad Nacional 

Autónoma de México (National Autonomous University of 
Mexico), the largest university in Latin America. This binational 
collaboration enables an exchange of ideas in epistemology, 
philosophy of mind, language, logic and ancient philosophy.

Working with the Mexican Center at the Teresa Lozano Long 
Institute of Latin American Studies, the Philosophy Department 
also has welcomed south-of-the-border scholars to conferences 
exploring such issues as justification and self-perception.

s a teenager, Thomas Jesus Garza was on 
the road to becoming a lawyer. But shortly after 
enrolling at Haverford College in Pennsylvania, the 

South Texas native turned his academic energies to Slavic 
languages and vampire mythology.

Garza discovered the Russian language through an energetic 
professor, Dan Davidson, whose teaching techniques inspired—
and transformed—him. 

“I could feel myself changing in class,” Garza, director of the 
Center for Russian, Eastern European and Eurasian Studies and 
chair of the Department of Slavic and Eurasian Studies, recalls. “I 
didn’t know Russian or much about the Soviet Union, but I was 
overwhelmed by the feeling that I had found my life’s calling.”

After Garza graduated from Harvard University in 1987, he 
worked at the U.S. Department of State before embarking on his 
career in academe, where he was a rare commodity—a Hispanic 
scholar who studied Russian applied linguistics and vampires.

Nationally, Hispanics comprise about 2.2 percent of professors 
and 3.1 percent of associate professors, according to the  
Chronicle of Higher Education’s 2007-08 Almanac. Although 

Hispanics earn 7 percent 
of bachelor’s degrees 
conferred across the 
United States, they 
earn only 3.5 percent of 
doctorates.

“Many parents 
whose children are 
among the first in their 
families to graduate 
from college see an 
academic degree as a path to financial freedom, so they 
encourage students to attend a professional school in business, 
law or medicine. That makes good sense, but we must help 
students understand there is more to job prestige than money,” 
Garza says. 

“In addition, universities need to provide incentives for 
students of color to enter academe, where they can help shape 
the country’s intellectual life and inspire the next generation of  
thinkers and leaders.”

South Texan Takes on Transylvania  
Garza Opens New Path for Latinos in Academe   

Free Will Opens Dialogue for Today’s Thinkers 
Scholar Leads Cross-Border Philosophical Exchange    by Christian Clarke Cásarez

Texas Heritage: Hinojosa-Smith  
Earns Lifetime Achievement Award 
by jennifer mcandrew

D A

W

 Hinojosa-Smith  

Sosa

Interview with the Vampire Scholar: 
Thomas Jesus Garza (second from right) 
joined actors Josh Hartnett and Melissa 
Gilbert and director David Slade at the 
media premier for “30 Days of Night.” 

by Christian Clarke Cásarez

Who you are is mostly a 

matter of the free choices 

that you make. You can only 

(be) respected for things you 

did of your own free will.                     
— David Sosa in “Waking Life”
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odern U.S. political rhetoric generally 
holds that elected leaders should “look like America.” 
But, while national demographics are changing  

rapidly, the face of the government is slow to follow.
Latinos represent more than 13 percent of the U.S. population, 

but the community and the promise of a political leader some-
times called the “Great Brown Hope” have yet to dramatically 
alter the landscape of American politics.

Jason Casellas, assistant professor of government and  
co-director with David Leal of the Public Policy Institute, exam-
ines Latino politics, telescoping from the national to the state 
and local levels. He studies how Latinos vote, the conditions 

under which they are elected and what they do when they are 
in office.

Casellas cautions against being too quick to toss around 
the term “Latino voter.” There 
is hardly one type of Latino who 
votes.

“It’s difficult to speak of a Latino 
community because there are so 
many different groups,” Casellas 
says. “Mexican Americans com-
prise two-thirds of the Latinos in 
the United States. Puerto Ricans 

and Cuban Americans comprise the next two largest groups. But, 
there also are Colombians, Dominicans and Nicaraguans. And, 
the Washington, D.C., community is heavily Salvadoran.

“To look at Latinos as a monolithic group does a disservice to 
the nuances of difference within the community.”

While lumping these individual ethnic identities together may 
be convenient, it doesn’t reflect how Latinos think of themselves. 
Studies reveal that when asked to identify themselves, Latinos 
use their national origin—whether Mexican or Cuban or Puerto 
Rican—before the broader descriptor of Latino or Hispanic.

While the media may ignore these differences, offering sweep-
ing stories on Latino voters, those seeking the support of these 
voters are catching on to the complexity of the community.

“Political parties are pretty savvy,” Casellas says. “On one level 
they try to make mass appeals to Latinos, but their campaign ads 
are very selective.  They use a different Spanish in Miami than 
they do in Texas. They are very sensitive when it comes to reach-
ing specific communities.”

They also are hiring specialists who craft Latino outreach 
programs, speaking at conferences such as the National Council 

of La Raza, and appealing to 
Latinos on issues they care 
about, including education and 
jobs.  

And then there’s speaking 
Spanish, something considered 
key to George W. Bush’s relative  
success with Latinos in 2004, 
when he won 35 percent of the 

LATINO POLITICS

by Vivé Griffith

M

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES The leading Democrat among 
the registered voters in the survey was Hillary Clinton (33 
percent), followed by Barack Obama (21 percent). Clinton 
did better than Obama with African Americans and Hispan-
ics in the poll, while Obama had an edge with white voters 
on the Democratic side. The leading Republican among 
registered voters in the poll was John McCain (27 percent), 
followed by Rudy Giuliani (23 percent). Giuliani outdid 
McCain with white voters on the Republican side, while Mc-
Cain did better with African Americans. Hispanics were split, 
giving Giuliani a slight edge.

POLITICAL INTEREST While 91 percent of whites and 88 
percent of African Americans indicated they are interested in 
politics, only 61 percent of Hispanics did. Fifty-five percent 

of whites said they vote most or all of the time, compared to 
43 percent of African Americans and 28 percent of Hispanics.

FAITH-BASED INITIATIVES The majority of Texans (68 
percent) support giving taxpayer money to religious  
organizations that minister to the poor and needy, while 
28 percent oppose  
such programs.
African Americans 
and Hispanics 
were more likely 
to support and less 
likely to oppose 
such programs 
than whites in  
the survey.

exans appear to be in line with much 
of the nation when it comes to choosing their 
favorite 2008 presidential candidate, according 

to a Texas Lyceum poll released during the summer. 
Many Texans remain undecided in the primary elections 
while trial ballots indicate a tight general election.

The Texas Lyceum, a non-profit, non-partisan orga-
nization, conducted the poll during the spring of 2007. 
Four out of five of the approximately 1,000 respondents 
said they are registered voters. About a third of the 
respondents identified themselves as Hispanic, 11 per-
cent as African American, and 54 percent as white.

Politicos: Texas Politics and the National Elections

T

Si Se Puede: 
Politicians Court 
Latino Voters

Casellas cautions against being too quick  

to toss around the term “Latino voter.” There 

is hardly one type of Latino who votes.
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STATE OF THE COUNTRY, IRAQ AND IMMIGRATION Most of the Texans 
surveyed said they believe the country is on the wrong track (62 
percent). When asked an open-ended question about the most 
important issue facing the country today, Texans overwhelm-
ing mentioned the War in Iraq/Supporting Troops (42 percent). 
The next biggest issue—Immigration/Border Control/Illegal 
Immigrants—was the top concern of one in ten respondents, 
followed by the economy, politics and government, and lack of 
values/morals.

TEXAS ISSUES Immigration and Education/School Funding tie 
as the top issues facing the state, each earning the top response 
from 22 percent of those polled. The list was rounded out with 
gas prices and other utility issues, health care and vaccinations, 
and the economy and employment.

SCHOOL CHOICE Almost two-thirds of Texans (65 percent) said 
they support a program “in which parents are given taxpayer 
money by the government that they can use to pay for a child’s 
tuition at the school of their choice.” Another 30 percent oppose 

such voucher programs, 20 percent of them strongly. The 
racial breakdowns on vouchers tracked those on faith-based 
initiatives, with whites more likely to be in opposition and 
African Americans and Hispanics more likely to support the idea. 
Younger Texans were more supportive than older ones.

ECONOMIC FUTURE Only 20 percent of Texans said their children’s 
economic situations would be the same as their own, while 47 
percent expect their kids to do better economically, and 27 per-
cent think their children will do worse economically. Hispanics 
were most optimistic, with 59 percent predicting their children 
would be better off, compared to 42 percent of whites and 33 
percent of African Americans. 

Daron Shaw, associate professor of government, is the Texas 
Lyceum poll director. Jim Henson, director of the university’s 
Texas Politics project, assisted with the poll. 

To learn more about the results from the Texas Lyceum poll,  
visit www.texas-lyceum.org. To learn more about the Texas 
Politics project, visit http://texaspolitics.laits.utexas.edu/.

Latinos in the United States

• More than 44 million people of Hispanic origin live in the 
United States. This represents 15 percent of the population 
as of 2006.

• The Hispanic community is the largest and the fastest-
growing minority group in the country.

• In 2006, the median age of the Hispanic population was 
27.4 compared with 36.4 for the population as a whole.

• 48 percent of Hispanics live in California or Texas. California 
is home to 13.1 million Hispanics and Texas is home to 8.4 
million. The Hispanic population of Los Angeles County (4.7 
million) is the largest in the nation.

• As of 2002, there were 1.6 million  Hispanic-owned 
businesses. They generated $222 billion  in revenue.

• In 2004, 7.6 million Hispanic citizens reported 
voting in the presidential election.

• In 2005, the United States ranked as the third largest 
Hispanic community (42.7 million). Only Mexico (106.2 million) 
and Colombia (43 million) had larger Hispanic populations.

• By 2050, the projected Hispanic population will be 102.6 
million, which is estimated to constitute 24 percent of the 
projected population.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Facts, Hispanic Heritage Month, 2007

Latino vote, the largest percent-
age secured by any Republican 
since Ronald Reagan. Casellas 
says Bush’s Spanish helped him, 
as did his experience as gover-
nor of a state with a significant 
Latino population and his Latino 
family members.

Language alone, however, 
isn’t enough.

“Latinos care about the issues 
and need to be spoken to as 

intelligent citizens,” Casellas says, “rather than offered superficial 
appeals based on language. Candidates should speak of a sensible 
immigration policy and what they’re going to do about educa-
tion.”

Casellas focuses largely on Latino candidates, where an upswing 
in representation looks promising to this self-proclaimed optimist. 
The election of three Latino senators since 2000—Mel Martinez 
(R-Fla.), Ken Salazar (D-Colo.) and Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)— is 
a good sign. 

State politics offer insight to the factors that put Latinos in office.  
Of the 220 Texas state legislators, it’s not surprising most were 
elected from majority-Latino districts. Latinos are far more likely 
to vote for a co-ethnic candidate. In fact, having a Latino on the 
ballot will bring out more Latino voters, and having one in office 
will make them more likely to contact their representative.

More surprising is that voters are electing Latinos in predomi-
nantly white districts, as well. Latinos are more likely than African 

Americans to win in majority-white districts and least likely to win 
in predominantly African American districts.

“During the 1970s, many people hoped there would be black-
brown coalitions,” Casellas says. “But there is not much evidence 
of that happening. Instead, we’re seeing more coalitions develop 
with whites.”

Latinos in office are no more monolithic than the Latino commu-
nity. For example, Cuban American politicians are more conserva-
tive than Puerto Rican politicians, though they still vote to the left 
of white Republicans. In general, Casellas has found Latinos keep 
their constituents at the forefront. 

But, they may have a disproportionate interest in issues that 
affect Latinos, even if they represent a district that isn’t strongly 
Latino. As an example, Casellas cites Mario Goico, a Cuban 
American who serves as a Republican state representative in 
Kansas.

Goico, who came to the United States as a boy in the 1960s, 
represents a district that is more than 90 percent white and is con-
servative generally. Yet when a bill came up for a vote that would 
repeal a law allowing students “without lawful immigration status” 
to receive resident tuition at Kansas universities, community col-
leges and vocational schools, Goico shot the bill down.

In part, the vote may have been personal. Goico is an immigrant 
who received an American college education. But, it also could be 
seen as evidence that having Latinos in state legislatures may lead 
to different policy outcomes.

“There could be a Hispanic identity that’s driving him,” Casellas 
says. “Having someone who cares about these issues in the legisla-
ture can make a tremendous difference.”

What does that mean in the race toward the 2008 presidential 
election? How did New Mexico governor Bill Richardson, the for-
mer Democrat contender vying to be the first Mexican American 
president, play to a national audience? 

Casellas says that remains to be seen. He says Richardson’s 
candidacy was a great sign. As with African-American presidential 
contender Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.), it suggests the political 
playing field may be opening up. 

Richardson tried to reach beyond his Southwest base of sup-
port and beyond being seen as an ethnic candidate. His approach 
was informative, as well. In a country undergoing rapid change, 
Richardson appealed to the politics of commonality and not the 
politics of difference.

“He did not just portray himself as a one-issue person or a 
Latino candidate,” Casellas says. “He sold himself as an American 
candidate.”

Despite Richardson’s short run, one thing is clear: The presiden-
tial candidates vying for Americans’ votes in 2008 will no doubt 
look to Latinos for support, especially in the “swing” states of 
Colorado, New Mexico and Florida, all of which have significant 
Latino populations.

 

Casellas
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Generation Next: 
Shaping U.S. Education  
from the Borderlands

hen Diana Natalicio welcomes visitors to 
the U.S.-Mexico borderlands, she often provides a 
driving tour of The University of Texas at El Paso 

campus, which is nestled in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains 
within the Northern reach of the Chihuahuan desert. 

As the UTEP president’s SUV makes its way along University 
Drive, her guests scan the highway for some physical evidence 
of the international border. But there is no imposing structure 
or span of desert that clearly divides the borderlands into North 
and South.

In El Paso, the famed Rio Grande is not all that grande. And 
UTEP is located just a few hundred yards from the U.S.-Mexico 
border.

“Visitors are surprised to see how close the university is to 
the U.S.-Mexico border,” says Natalicio, the College of Liberal 
Arts’ 2007 distinguished alumna who earned her master’s in 
Portuguese and doctoral degree in linguistics during the 1960s. 
“El Paso and its sister city, Ciudad Juarez, are close geographi-
cally. But they also form a close-knit community with strong 
economic, historical, cultural and personal relationships.”

For people living along la frontera (the Southwestern United 
States’ modern frontier), the border does not represent a point of 
separation. Instead, it is a point of connection, where the United 
States meets Mexico, an economic hegemon meets a developing 
country.

At UTEP, Natalicio leads a team of researchers who capitalize 
on the university’s unique setting in the world’s largest binational 
metropolitan area—a rapidly growing community of more than 
two million people—to create a living laboratory for cross-border 

academic inquiry. Every day, scholars and students transcend geo-
graphic and intellectual borders to examine some of the world’s 
most pressing issues—from health care and economic develop-
ment to immigration and national security.

For almost two decades, Natalicio has worked to bring the 
borderlands perspective to the national stage, shaping the dia-
logue on U.S.-Mexico relations and informing discussions on how 
shifting U.S. demographics will change the face—and role—of 
higher education. 

Policy makers, educators and business leaders often tap 
the president for her administrative expertise and community 
insights that generate results. Natalicio serves on boards of the 
Rockefeller Foundation, U.S.-Mexico Foundation for Science, 
National Action Council for Minorities in Engineering, Trinity 
Industries and Sandia Corp. 

Under her leadership, the university community has been 
recognized for:
• Mirroring the demographics of its community. During the 
past two decades, student enrollment at UTEP has evolved to 
reflect the El Paso community. Today, 72 percent of the univer-
sity’s more than 20,000 students are Mexican-American and the 
university is the No. 2 producer of Hispanic graduates in the 
United States.
• Balancing access and excellence in admissions and aca-
demic innovation. UTEP is the only doctoral-research university 
in the United States with a Mexican-American majority student 
population. This Carnegie classification places the university 
among the top 7 percent of all colleges and universities in the 
United States.

• Robustly expanding 
its binational research 
portfolio. UTEP’s annual 
budget has tripled and 
doctoral program offerings 
have expanded more 
than tenfold. Today, UTEP 
ranks second in federal 
expenditures among the 
University of Texas System’s 
nine academic institutions, 
and fourth among all public 
universities in Texas. 

Last year, the Texas Exes 
honored Natalicio with the 
Distinguished Alumnus 
Award for service to her 
alma mater and for her 
professional achievements, which include leading the national 
charge to break down the borders between universities and the 
communities they are designed to serve.

	
From Brazil to Baseball:
A First-generation College Student Becomes a President
Natalicio, 68, was born in St. Louis in a blue-collar 
neighborhood where few students planned to attend college. 
After graduating from high school, the future university 
president worked as a secretary before continuing her education 
with the Jesuits at St. Louis University.

by Christian Clarke Cásarez

W

DISTINGUISHED ALUMNA

Bordering the Future: 
Diana Natalicio, Liberal 
Arts alumna in Portuguese 
and linguistics, is president 
of The University of Texas 
at El Paso, a national model 
for providing educational 
opportunities to under-
represented communities. 
UTEP is the No. 2 producer 
of Hispanic graduates in the 
United States and the only 
doctoral-research university 
(Carnegie classification) with 
a Mexican-American majority 
student population.
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“My Spanish professors made language and literature come 
alive! They mesmerized me with their knowledge and I became 
hooked. I just could not drink enough from the fountain of learn-
ing,” recalls Natalicio, who graduated summa cum laude with a 
bachelor of science degree in Spanish.

After completing a Fulbright fellowship in Brazil, she earned a 
master’s degree in Portuguese at The University of Texas at Austin 
and completed a Gulbenkian fellowship in Lisbon, Portugal. 

Natalicio returned to Austin to pursue a doctorate in lin-
guistics, which was a field in transition during the 1960s. 
Structuralism was being challenged by Noam Chomsky’s trans-
formational grammar which was rapidly gaining adherents. 

“We were caught up in the excitement of serving as warriors 
in the linguistics revolution,” she says.

After graduation, Natalicio accepted a teaching position in 
the West Texas town of El Paso. 

“My colleagues and friends acted as if I were headed to the 
last stop on the stagecoach to nowhere,” she remembers. But, 
the Liberal Arts alumna was charmed by the binational city 
and quickly connected to the students, her colleagues and the 
community.

As Natalicio began her ascent into administration as interim 
chair of the modern languages department, she expressed the 
appropriate disdain for the position and asserted her admin-
istrative tenure would be short. But, she would be invited to 
continue through the ranks as dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts, vice president for Academic Affairs and eventually, presi-
dent of the university.

In 1988, as UTEP’s first woman president, Natalicio faced 
questions about how she would administer the university and 
its athletic program. Some community members questioned 
whether she would move into the presidential residence since 
she was not married and did not have children.

At the time, there were few women leaders, so Natalicio 
turned to one of her favorite sports—baseball—to break the 
ice. When asked for a business card, she presented a baseball 
card with her educational “stats” and a picture of her throwing 
out the first ball at an El Paso Diablos game. The baseball-busi-
ness card was later featured in U.S. News and World Report.

“Humor is a powerful icebreaker,” Natalicio says. “It 
helps put people at ease when they are unsure about how to 
approach a situation. Once people feel comfortable, it’s easier 
to concentrate on the pressing issues at hand.”

From the Margins to the Mainstream
Throughout the 1980s, UTEP, the second oldest academic 
unit of the University of Texas System, offered alumni bumper 
stickers that read “Harvard on the Border,” which seemed to 
isolate UTEP from its surroundings.

After Natalicio became president, the university countered 
that bumper sticker rhetoric to engage its community. In a 

major institutional transformation, faculty and staff members 
began to address the many challenges—and opportunities—of 
the binational region, from business incubation and policy 
development to health care and education.

“The university woke up to the reality of its surroundings 
and began earnest efforts to serve as an authentic and respon-
sible catalyst for the human development of an undereducated 
and economically under-performing region,” Natalicio says. 
“In the process of serving this region and its population, UTEP 
achieved the national recognition to which its earlier preten-
sions aspired.”

By moving away from the ivory tower image of many academ-
ic institutions, UTEP forged a new national model: a university 
dedicated to creating access to higher education for traditionally 
under-represented populations while simultaneously reinforcing 
its commitment to excellence in education and research.

“Although risk-taking is unavoidable when new collabora-
tive lines open to previously underserved communities, these 
risks are manageable and offer great opportunities for institu-
tional learning,” Natalicio says. “Access and excellence do not 
have to be mutually exclusive. The students have the talent. It 
is our job to create the opportunity.”

By capitalizing on UTEP’s historical strengths in science and 
engineering (the university was founded in 1914 as the Texas 
School of Mines and Metallurgy), the university began to expand 
opportunities for all of its students, pioneering pipeline programs 
that help students successfully transition from high school to 
college. 

“Universities have the special responsibility to respond to the 
needs of their surrounding communities, particularly through K-16 
initiatives and in economically distressed areas,” Natalicio says.

The National Science Foundation has recognized UTEP as 
one of six national Model Institutions for Excellence, and the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York has awarded the university 
one of its 11 “Teachers for a New Era” grants.

In 1992, Natalicio played a leading role in forming the El 
Paso Collaborative for Academic Excellence, an umbrella orga-
nization housed at the university that brings together the city’s 
education, community, business and civic leaders to imple-
ment high academic standards and achievement for students 
at all educational levels.

Within one year of unveiling a list of standards for academic 
excellence with former Texas Gov. George W. Bush, the col-
laborative garnered national praise from educators and the 
media, including the New York Times, which called El Paso an 
“educational bright spot in the nation.”  

In 2001, Time magazine highlighted El Paso’s educational 
partnerships and long-term strategy in “The New College Try,” 
which showcased universities working to improve public schools 
and prepare under-represented children for the rigors of college.

The University of Texas at Austin has partnered with UTEP 
to create innovative and nationally recognized programs in 
such areas as law and pharmacy that tap the talent of the 
borderlands for the university’s elite education. After earning 
professional degrees, these culturally savvy professionals bring 
much-needed services to communities throughout the country, 
including under-served and growing areas such as El Paso.

Keeping an Eye on the Future
As UTEP continues to garner praise for its commitment to 
educating the nation’s future business, engineering, health and 
science professionals, Natalicio remains keenly focused on the 
pre-college programs that help determine students’ success at 
UTEP and other universities.

Even though the president regularly enjoys welcoming 
international political and business leaders to campus, some 
of her most important meetings are with elementary school 
children from the U.S.-Mexico borderlands.

During university field trips, Natalicio reminds the children 
that UTEP will be waiting for them when they graduate. 

“If we don’t see you here after graduation, we will come 
looking for you,” she says.

The children laugh, but this is a serious matter for Natalicio, 
whose vision and professional passions have helped to recast 
UTEP from a marginalized border institution to an interna-
tional innovator working hard to ensure the next generation of 
scholars and leaders begin to prepare for college today.

From the Classroom to the Board Room 

Diana Natalicio has brought the U.S.-Mexico perspective to 
the national boards on which she has served, including:

• National Science Board, vice chair

• Rockefeller Foundation, board of trustees

• Sandia Corp., board of directors

• Trinity Industries, board of directors

• U.S.-Mexico Foundation for Science, board of governors

• NASA Advisory Committee

“The students have the talent. It is our 

job to create the opportunity.”

– Diana Natalicio
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s night falls, a young woman lights the 
candles surrounding the altar she created in honor of 
her grandmother who passed away three years ago. 

The ofrenda, an offering embodied in an altar of remembrance, 
is part of Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) traditions that 
welcome the departed home for food and festivities.

Rose petals and cigarettes line the path to the altar, which 
celebrates her abuelita’s fondness for gardening and smoking. 
A heart-shaped box holding the matriarch’s ashes sits beside a 
cup of coffee and a plate of pan dulce (sweet bread). Old family 
photographs provide a nostalgic black-and-white backdrop for 
the display. At the center, a pink and black prayer veil cradles 
a card bearing the grandmother’s name: María del Refugio, 
which in Spanish evokes a prayer, “Mary be our Refuge.”

For more than 3,000 years, communities—from ancient 
Mesoamerica to modern México—have provided refuge to the 
spirits of loved ones who traverse the world of the dead to 
commune with the living.

November begins with Día de los Muertos, a national 
holiday in México. Throughout the country, communities 

diligently prepare for the two-day 
celebrations (Nov. 1-2) by creating 
altars and preparing special aromatic 
foods. Cemeteries bustle with visitors 
delivering flowers to gravesites and 
mausoleums. Papier mâchè skulls 
line store-window displays and paper 
banners with images of dancing 
skeletons drape across walkways. At 
night, city plazas welcome revelers 
whose marigold-festooned altars 
display personal trinkets and treats in 
honor of the departed.

Although Día de Los Muertos coin-
cides with Halloween in the United 
States, the south-of-the-border tradi-
tion does not focus on candy collection 
or mischievous tricksters. For Mexicans, 
the symbolic visits from the dead are 
neither morbid nor macabre. They are 
celebratory.

Día de los Muertos remains an 
important and profound holiday laced 
with Christian religious symbols and 
figures, including Christ on the cross 
and the Blessed Virgin Mary. The cele-
bration has a rich historical and cultural 
tradition that springs from the human 
hope to never be forgotten.

Perspective: Life in Death
Throughout Mexico’s history, death 

has been part of the mainstream culture.
“Mexicans revere death and do not fear the afterlife to the 

same degree as many other cultures,” Peter Ward, a professor 
of sociology and public policy, says.

As Nobel Laureate Octavio Paz explains in “Labyrinth of 
Solitude,” a Mexican mocks, caresses, sleeps with and enter-
tains death. Paz places death among Mexicans’ favorite play-
things and calls it their “most enduring love.”

His sentiments capture the cultural and emotional signifi-
cance of Día de los Muertos in Mexico where conquest, wars 
and high infant mortality rates have made death a part of 
daily life.

“In a country where every family has been touched by 
death, learning to look the afterlife in the face is a powerful—
and cathartic—exercise,” Ward says. “In many cultures, once 
people are buried, they are permanently separated from the 
living. But, Mexicans confront death and view it as just anoth-
er part of life. That’s a healthy—and honest—attitude.”

Ward holds the C. B. Smith, Sr. Centennial Chair in United 
States-Mexico Relations #2. During his classes on the society, 

Día de los 
Muertos
Unearthing Mexico’s
National Holiday
By Christian Clarke Cásarez

MEXICO

A
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culture and politics of modern Mexico, he introduces students 
to the profound and religious nature of the country’s most 
famous celebration.

According to Mexican legend, there are three types of death: 
The first occurs when all bodily functions cease and the soul 
leaves the body; the second occurs when the body is interred, 
returning one’s physical shell to the earth; and the final, most 
definitive, death occurs when no one remembers you.

“Remembrance is powerful. So long as someone remembers 
you, then you will escape the third death,” Ward says. “The Día 
de los Muertos rituals are meaningful reminders of the connec-
tions between life and death, between the living and the dead. 
On a fundamental level, there is something comforting about 
knowing you always will be remembered.”

Celebration: The Rituals of Remembrance
The celebration of Día de los Muertos bears striking resem-
blance to the tradition of ancestor veneration practiced by 
ancient Mesoamericans. The Aztecs, Zapotecs, Maya and other 
indigenous groups did not envision the dead inhabiting a real-
ity apart from the living, but rather viewed the worlds of the 
dead and the living as deeply intertwined.

The indigenous traditions continued throughout the pre-
Columbian period and beyond the arrival of Europeans when 
the rituals merged with Catholic practices to create a trans-
cultural blend of celebrations, scheduled to coincide with 
the Christian holidays of All Saints Day and All Souls Day in 
November.

Today during Día de los Muertos, family members and 
friends tend to the gravesites of their loved ones, clearing away 
grass and debris and adorning the space with favorite trinkets 
and food and drinks. The colorful and playful ofrendas include 
earthly tributes for both children and adults: toys and tequila 
top many of the tombstones.

Marigolds, also known as the flower of the dead (cem-
pasúchil), adorn table settings, altars and final resting places. 
Above the bright orange flowers hangs colorful paper with 
cut out images (papel picado) of flowers, birds or skeletons. 
The images of the skeletons (calacas) are not fear-inspiring. 
Instead, they capture a joyful moment of dancing or drinking.

The first day (Nov. 1) is All Saints Day and focuses attention 
and prayers on los angelitos, or little angels representing the 
souls of children. The second day (Nov. 2) is All Souls Day and 
welcomes home adults.

In some homes, the family elder presides over the festivities, 
and place settings are reserved for the recently departed. At the 
end of the two-day celebration of the dead, the living partake 
of the feast for the now-departed honorees. They drink water 
and other favorite beverages and consume 
the specially baked bread of the dead (pan 
de muerto) and treats made from alfeñique 
(sugar). Among the most popular of the 

powdered sugar figures are skulls (calaveras) that 
display the names of loved ones.

“Much of Dia de los Muertos involves the sens-
es,” says Cristina Cabello de Martínez, a lecturer 
in the Spanish and Portuguese Department and 
the Center for Mexican-American Studies. “The 
celebration beckons one to see the bright orange 

flowers, smell the incense and taste the flavors of our loved 
ones’ favorite food and drink.” 

Cabello de Martínez says the uplifting and welcoming nature 
of the festivities has helped preserve and expand the holiday.

“Dia de los Muertos survived the conquest because it 
embraced the Catholic belief that death is not an end,” she 
says. “There occurred a synchronicity in spirituality between 
the indigenous and Catholic faiths. Each believed in the immor-
tal nature of the soul.”

Today, she says, the traditions continue to resonate with 
people even if they did not grow up with the holiday.

“The celebration has become a popular, mainstream event 
among immigrants and second- and third-generation Mexican 
Americans,” she says. “And it continues to gain momentum in 
the United States among non-Latinos.” 

Día de los Muertos has been celebrated in areas with high 
concentrations of Hispanics such as Los Angeles, Chicago and 
New York City. In 1999, the New York Times reported New 
York’s Archdiocese had yet to embrace Día de Los Muertos as 
part of Catholic beliefs, citing its rituals’ pagan roots. But, as 
more immigrants from Mexico and Central America moved into 
the city, pastors of local churches began to allow parishioners 
to set up ofrendas.

In Texas, almost 35 percent of the population is Hispanic. 
Día de los Muertos has been popular along the U.S.-Mexico 
border in cities such as El Paso and Laredo. As more Texans of 
Mexican descent move into central and North Texas, there is an 
increasing awareness of the south-of-the-border celebration in 
communities such as Austin, Houston and Dallas.

There are regional variations in how Día de los Muertos 

is celebrated, Cabello de Martínez says. In Los Angeles, 
there is a stronger connection to the indigenous roots of the  
holiday. The rituals are more orthodox, adhering to the symbolic  
arrangement of flowers and incense and the inclusion of 
native-language chants. Farther from the border, the tradi-
tions are more informal, reflecting regional styles and personal  
preferences.

For Mexican Americans who grew up celebrating both 
Halloween and Día de los Muertos, the Day of the Dead stands 
in contrast to the candy-laden celebrations that drew their  
fascination and energies as children.

“Halloween evokes memories of fun and games, of dress-
ing up as your favorite super hero or monster,” Adan Briones, 
a  law school alumnus who grew up in El Paso, says. “When 
I think about Día de los Muertos, I remember a deeper, more 
symbolic holiday that recognizes the past and honors the peo-
ple you loved. As an adult, I think you can outgrow Halloween. 

But, you can’t really outgrow Día de los 
Muertos. As you mature, the holiday 
becomes more important and profound.”

Briones predicts the Mexican holiday 
will continue to gain momentum north 
of the border, while remaining popular 
among Mexican Americans who want to 
preserve a connection to their heritage.

“More people are embracing Día de los 
Muertos because it confronts death in a 
real and meaningful way. It reminds you 
about the inevitable loss of 
life that comes with living, but 
it also allows you to find life 
beyond death,” Briones says.

abuelita: Spanish diminutive 
for grandmother

alfeñique: sugar

angelitos: little angels

calacas: skeletons

calaveras: skulls

cempasúchil: marigolds, 
also known as the flower of 
the dead

Día de los Muertos:  
Day of the Dead

ofrenda: offering, also used 
to describe altars

pan de muerto: bread of the 
dead

pan dulce: sweet bread

papel picado: paper with 
cut out images

refugio: refuge

Día de los Muertos Glossary

“In many cultures, once people are buried, 

they are permanently separated from the 

living. But, Mexicans confront death and 

view it as just another part of life. That’s a 

healthy—and honest—attitude.”
                        —Peter Ward
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La Llorona’s Revenge
The weeping ghost of the Southwest haunts canvasses, celluloid and cyberspace  By Jennifer McAndrew

Domino Perez Bookcover, “There Was a  
Woman,” by Domino Perez

DVD cover art.  
Courtesy Casa Negra Entertainment.

La Llorona coffee.  
Courtesy Coffee Shop of Horrors.

The band, La Llorona. From the 
graphic novel, “Love and Rockets,” 

by Jaime Hernandez.
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he south Texas night air held an  
uncharacteristic crispness as six-year-old Domino 
Renée crept toward the dark shapes huddled around 

a fire. It was late and she was supposed to be in bed, but 
the sound of familiar voices rising and falling in the sing-
song cadence of storytellers made her risk a scolding from  
her mother.

A hush fell over the group when her cousin Ricardo began 
a new tale. On the way home from el baile he said, he passed 
a woman in white walking along the road. The hour was late 
and the road deserted, but he didn’t think much of it. Then he 
passed the same woman a second time.  

“La Llorona,” he whispered, gripping the steering wheel 
a bit tighter. Ricardo sped around the next curve when sud-
denly, the figure appeared yet again, this time in the middle 
of the road. The tires screeched as he slammed on the brakes 
to avoid hitting her.  

For a long moment, he stared at the mournful figure who 
extended her hand toward the windshield. He blinked. The 
apparition burst into a flock of white birds and disappeared 
into the night. All that remained was the smell of burnt rubber 
and two pale headlight beams illuminating the empty road.

Domino was terrified. As she raced back to the safety of 
her bedroom to huddle under the covers, she realized that 
although no one had caught her sneaking out of bed, she had 
been punished all the same. The tale of La Llorona (Spanish 
for “weeping woman”), would haunt her for the rest of  
her life. 

Today, Domino Renée Perez is an assistant professor of 
English and affiliate of the Center for Mexican-American 
Studies at The University of Texas at Austin. She has returned 
to the ghostly story from her childhood for inspiration. She 
spent 10 years researching the stories and images of La 
Llorona for her forthcoming book, “There Was a Woman: 
Cultural Readings of La Llorona from Folklore to Popular 
Culture.”

Since the days of the conquistadors, the legend of La 
Llorona has haunted Hispanic culture in the Southwest. There 
are countless interpretations of the story, but they all carry 
the same theme: a weeping woman in white roams rivers 
and lakes, searching for children to send to a watery grave. 
Mothers scold unruly children with the admonition, “If you 
don’t behave, La Llorona will come and get you!”

“La Llorona is one of the most famous figures in Greater 
Mexican oral and literary tradition,” Perez says. “Many varia-
tions of the legend’s origin exist. According to the traditional 
version, La Llorona is abandoned by the man she loved and 
left to raise their children alone. Grief or desire for revenge 
compels La Llorona to murder her children and throw their 
bodies into a river. Despair ultimately contributes to her 
death. In the afterlife, La Llorona is condemned to wander 
for all of eternity, crying, until the bodies of her children  

are recovered.”
The legend of La Llorona is as dynamic as it is old.  
“She is alternately, and sometimes simultaneously, a 

person, legend, ghost, goddess, seductress, moral tale, 
metaphor, story and symbol,” Perez says. “As her story has 
evolved, storytellers and artists both inside and outside her 
community continue to adapt her story to new contexts.”

For example, many feminist scholars reinterpret the nar-
rative as resistance to patriarchy, she explains. By focusing 
on the agency of women to both create and end life, women 
can revise and transform the tale into one of empowerment 
instead of despair.

In recent years, La Llorona has wandered out of the oral 
stories onto pages, canvasses, celluloid and cyberspace. 
Complicating this movement is the fact that La Llorona is 
used around the world to sell or promote items ranging 
from coffee and women’s underwear, to films and academic 
conferences.  

Record albums by Lhasa de Dela and Chavela Vargas, 
and a punk band in the graphic novel series “Love and 
Rockets” by the Hernandez brothers, are all named after 
her. Children’s books by Rudolfo Anaya and Gloria Anzaldúa 
and sketches and paintings by artists such as Santa Barraza, 
Isaura de la Rosa, Elizabeth Lopez and Stevon Lucero, all 
feature La Llorona or her legend as subject.

In 2002, La Llorona appeared in a commercial for the 
California Milk Processor Board in which she is crying not for 
her children, but for milk. Her film career is well established 
in Mexico: four feature films have depicted her story, includ-
ing the 1961 horror classic, “La Maldición de La Llorona” 

(“Curse of the Crying Woman”). In the United States, she has 
risen from a bit player in the David Lynch film, “Mulholland 
Drive,” to a starring role in an episode of the CW’s paranor-
mal show, “Supernatural.”  

“The woman in white has not yet reached the commer-
cial status of the Virgin of Guadalupe— we haven’t seen La 
Llorona nightlights, dashboard figurines, or rear-window 
decals,” Perez says. “But I suspect we soon will. In fact, I 
recently saw a bumper sticker that read ‘Honk if you’ve seen 
La Llorona.’”

So what’s behind the universal appeal of this ghostly Latino 
myth? Perez says some people like feeling scared, while oth-
ers want to believe that after we die, our souls live on.

“Part of what inspires ghost stories is the fundamental 
desire to believe this isn’t it, that there is more to life in the 
hereafter,” Perez says. “And what makes ghost stories so uni-
versal is that they explore the full range of human emotions: 
greed, love, lust, anger, denial, grief, et cetera, and how we 
enact those emotions in our lives.”

Though La Llorona stories may be found throughout Latin 
America, the sheer volume led Perez to confine her study to 
Chicano representations of La Llorona in the United States. 
During her research, she collected more than 200 artifacts 
featuring La Llorona and conducted more than 100 inter-
views with artists, writers and folklorists.

According to Perez, the research process for “There Was a 
Woman” has been characterized by strange happenings, such 
as the photocopier producing pages of inky blackness when 
Perez attempted to copy articles about La Llorona.

“I’m not sure if it’s La Llorona being mischievous or just 
my complete lack of technical know-how at the time. What I 
do know is that when I called the technician, he found noth-
ing wrong with the machine.

“Psychologists sometimes identify people who see ghosts 
as having hysterical hallucinations,” Perez continues, “but 
folklorists don’t take that view, and the people who tell La 
Llorona stories accept them as fact. I see folklore as our lens 
to read other stories, not just literature like ‘Moby Dick’ or 
‘Hamlet,’ but also the stories that are happening right now, 
such as Susan Smith and Andrea Yates.”

Ultimately, Perez views her research as a starting point 
for dialogue.  

“I hope communities will find ‘There Was a Woman’ useful 
as both an archive for artifacts and as a guide to decipher the 
many complex representations of the legend of La Llorona,” 
Perez says. “Many parallels may be drawn between La 
Llorona and other literary and mythological figures, such as 
the Greek Medea, Shakespeare’s Ophelia and Irish banshees. 
I’m excited to find out where the dialogue takes us.”

“There Was a Woman: Cultural Readings of La Llorona 
from Folklore to Popular Culture” is due from The University 
of Texas Press in 2008.

T

“She is alternately, and sometimes 

simultaneously, a person, legend, 

ghost, goddess, seductress, moral 

tale, metaphor, story and symbol... 

Storytellers and artists both inside and 

outside her community continue to 

adapt her story to new contexts.”

                        —Domino Renée Perez
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Pentecostalism on the Rise in Guatemala
Virginia Garrard-Burnett, history professor, 
researches Protestantism and new religious move-
ments in Latin America.  Her forthcoming book, 
“Terror in the Land of the Holy Spirit: Guatemala 
under General Efrain Rios Montt, 1982-1983,” 
will examine genocide during the general’s mili-
tary rule. Rios Montt was an ordained minister 
in the California-based evangelical Church of the 
Word, and Protestant denominations increased 
dramatically as a result of his leadership. Though 
Roman Catholicism remains the dominant faith in 
Guatemala, nearly 40 percent of the population 
identify themselves as Pentecostal Christians.
 
Mexico, Colonies and Empire
Susan Deans-Smith, associate professor of his-
tory, researches Colonial Latin America and the 
Spanish Empire with an emphasis on Mexico and 
the Andean region. She is the author of the award-
winning “Bureaucrats, Planters, and Workers: 
The Making of the Tobacco Monopoly in Bourbon 
Mexico” (1992) and co-editor with Eric Van 
Young of “Mexican Soundings: Essays in Honour 
of David A. Brading” (2007). She is writing a 
book on the Royal Academy of San Carlos and 
co-editing “Race and Classification in Mexican 
America” with Ilona Katzew.

Mediating Mexican-American  
Identity in Literature
In 1929, Mexican-American activists fighting for 
civil rights in South Texas formed the League 
of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), the 
nation’s oldest Hispanic advocacy organization. 
Research by John M. González, assistant profes-
sor of English, explores how the emergence of a 
new Mexican-American identity in the 1930s was 
mediated by contemporary Mexican-American lit-
erature. Seminal works by historian-activists such 
as Elena Zamora O’Shea’s “El Mesquite,” Jovita 
González de Mireles’ “Caballero” and Américo 
Paredes’ “George Washington Gómez,” refuted 
stereotypical depictions of Mexicans and helped 
create the bicultural, bilingual Mexican-American 
aesthetic visible in Chicano literature. Gonzalez is 
also a research affiliate of the Recovering the U.S. 
Hispanic Literary Heritage project at the University 
of Houston.

hen people who speak more than one
language cross international or cultural boundaries, 
they often comment on how their personality

seems to change as they move between languages.
Nairán Ramírez-Esparza, a Mexico City native who earned 

her doctoral degree in social psychology in 2007, put the personal 
observations to the test by creating a binational research project that 
posed the question: Do people switch personalities when they speak 
another language?

Working with psychology researchers Samuel Gosling and James 
Pennebaker, Ramírez-Esparza analyzed the personalities of more 
than 200 people fully fluent in both English and Spanish in the 
United States and Mexico. They found bilingual speakers were more 
extroverted, agreeable and conscientious when they spoke English 
than when they spoke Spanish. 

The findings may be surprising when compared to Mexican  
culture’s emphasis on Simpatía (value for pleasant relationships) 

and focus on community. Ramírez-Esparza says the discrepancy may 
be explained by the high scores of English speakers in assertiveness 
(extraversion) and achievement (conscientiousness), which are traits 
associated with American culture and its focus on the individual.

“This is a fascinating phenomenon that reflects how bicultural  
individuals change their interpretations of the world—depending 
upon their internalized cultures—in response to environmental cues 
such as language,” says Ramírez-Esparza, who is a post-doctoral fel-
low at the University of Washington. 

As the ties between Mexico and the United States continue 
to evolve and expand, research into how personality shifts when 
people speak different languages is laying the foundation to better  
understand cross-border interactions, from business ventures to  
educational programs.

To test your personality, log on to www.utpsyc.org or www.
outofservice.com.

RESEARCH

W

What Language Does 
Your Personality Speak?

by Christian Clarke CásArez

Briefs
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Alumna’s Travel Memoir 
Selected for Mayor’s Book Club 

Since 2002, the 
Humanities Institute, 
in partnership with the 
Austin Mayor’s Office 
and the Austin Public 
Library, has brought 
together readers 
from throughout 
the community for 
the Mayor’s Book 
Club. The 2007 
pick, “Around the 
Bloc: My Life in 
Moscow, Beijing, and 

Havana” (2004), is written by Stephanie 
Elizondo Griest, a 1997 post-Soviet studies 
and journalism alumna. The absorbing tale 
describes her experiences as a volunteer at a 
children’s shelter in Moscow, a propaganda 
polisher at the Chinese Communist Party’s 
English-language newspaper in Beijing and 
a belly dancer among the rumba queens of 
Havana. In 2004, the National Association 
of Travel Journalists of America named the 
book “Best Travel Book of the Year.”  Griest 
also wrote the guidebook, “100 Places Every 
Woman Should Go” (2007). To learn more, 
visit www.aroundthebloc.com.

History through a Transnational Lens
Anne Martinez, assistant professor of history, 
researches the Mexican Revolution, specifically 
the role of religion in U.S.-Mexico relations 
and Mexican migration to the Midwest. 
Martinez is completing her book manuscript, 
“Bordering on the Sacred: Race and Religion 
in U.S.-Mexico Relations, 1910-1929.” In 
her subsequent project, Martinez considers 
how religion and labor shaped the Mexican 
experience of race in Chicago during the 
1920’s. Martinez’s interest in this period stems 
from her family history. Her grandmother’s 
family left Guanajuato in the aftermath of the 
Mexican Revolution and eventually settled in 
Chicago. Media often tap Martinez for insight 
into the relationships among race, religion and 
nationalism for Mexicans on both sides of the 
U.S.-Mexico border.

Purchasing Whiteness 
in Colonial Spanish America 
Stanford University Press will publish history 
professor Ann Twinam’s book, “The Purchase 
of Whiteness in Colonial Spanish America,” 
which examines petitions for “whiteness.” 
During colonial times, mulattos and pardos 
could purchase the status from the crown as 
an official favor (gracias al sacar). Petitioners 
wrote about their ancestors, provided letters 
of recommendation and traced generations of 
service to the crown. The Spanish American 
whitening option has fascinated historians, 
but research stalled for decades due to the 
fragmented nature of archival documentation. 
Twinam facilitated the first complete collection 
of the petitions from the Archive of the Indies 
in Seville, Spain. She also wrote, “Public Lives, 
Private Secrets: Gender, Honor, Sexuality and 
Illegitimacy in Colonial Spanish America” 
(1999). 

Ethnobotanical Research in Mexico Takes Top Honors
Ingrid Haeckel, a graduate student in the Department of Geography 
and the Environment, conducted ethnobotanical research in Veracruz, 
Mexico on the use of bromeliad plants in large floral adornments for 
Catholic feast days. The flora arrangements often depict saints or 
religious iconography and are believed to be a remnant of pre-Hispanic 
Totonac and Huastec harvest rituals. Haeckel studied the evolution 
of the tradition in the Xalapa region and how local artisans manage  

 
 
wild plant resources, some of which have become endangered due 
to extensive use. Haeckel’s paper, “The Hidden Ceremonial Harvest: 
Demand and Harvesting Patterns for Epiphytic Tillandsia spp. in Central 
Veracruz, Mexico,” earned first place in the 2007 graduate student 
paper competition at the Southwest Division of the Association of 
American Geographers.

A Border Story:  
Writer Explores Brownsville and Fútbol 
Oscar Casares, assistant professor of English 
and Brownsville native, is currently at work 
on a novel set in South Texas that tells the 
story of his family’s migration from Mexico to 
Texas in 1850. The National Endowment for 
the Arts awarded Casares a creative writing 
fellowship in support of the project. His story, 
“Are You Ready for Some Fútbol?” appeared in 
“The Best of American Sports Writing” (2007), 
and his short story collection, “Brownsville: 
Stories,” was published in 2003. Casares is a 
past recipient of the Dobie Paisano Fellowship 
Project, which provides writers the opportunity 
to spend six months living and writing at 
Paisano Ranch. More than 70 writers have 
holed up at the historic property, just 14 miles 
from Austin, writing stories that have shaped 
Texas literature. “Ultimately, the commodity 
we’re after as writers is time,” Casares says. 
“It’s not about money and it’s not about 
prestige or whatever other commodity you 
might think is necessary. It really comes down 
to time, and that’s what Paisano was for me: 
time to write.”

College Bolsters Scholarship   
in Latin American Jewish Studies 
More than 400,000 Jews reside in
Latin America, making it the fifth 
largest community of Jews after Israel, 
the United States, Russia and France. 
Their stories and experiences will be 
a focus of Jewish diaspora research at 
the college’s Schusterman Center for 
Jewish Studies.  Due to the university’s 
strength in the field of Latin American 
studies, the center is hosting the Latin 
American Jewish Studies Association’s 
Web site. Founded in 1982, the 
association supports scholarly research 
on Latin American Jewish identity and  
connects scholars around the world. “With 
our longtime strength in Latin American  
history and the newly formed 
Schusterman Center, UT offers an 
ideal environment for the Web site 
to flourish,” says Naomi Lindstrom,  
professor of Spanish and Portuguese and 
member of the association’s executive 
board who manages the site. Visit 
the Latin American Jewish Studies 
Association at www.utexas.edu/cola/
orgs/lajsa/.

Multicultural Citizenship in Nicaragua
The Latin American Program of the Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars and the Ford Foundation 
awarded government scholar Juliet Hooker a grant to study 
the institutional design of Nicaragua’s Coseño regional 
autonomy and relations between indigenous and Afro 
descendants. As Nicaragua was one of the first countries 

in Latin America to implement multicultural citizenship 
policies, it provides a rich environment to study the impact 
of such reforms on the population. Hooker will analyze 
political opinion survey data and travel to Nicaragua to 
conduct interviews with key leaders.  
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RESEARCH BRIEFS

Undergraduates Map 
the Borderlands 
John McKiernan-
González, assistant 
professor of history, 
recently launched a 
Web resource for under-
graduate historical 
research, “Mapping the 

Borderlands.” The site houses student research 
and resources developed in his courses “History 
of the Mexican American People” and “Latino 
History.” The site organizes research across 
five areas: culture, public policy, oral history, 
gender/sexuality and border crossing. Several 
students’ research projects were selected for 
presentation at Abriendo Brecha, a national 
activist scholarship conference hosted by the 
university. As the site grows, McKiernan-
González aims to create a better understand-
ing of how political and cultural events shape 
the way undergraduates approach research 
projects. Visit “Mapping the Borderlands” at 
www.laits.utexas.edu/borderlands/. 

James Cox, assistant professor of English, is working on a book, 
“Indigenous Mexico in Native American Storytelling Traditions: 
Immigration, Nationalism, Revolution,” that will draw from the fields 
of literature, history and anthropology. Cox will consider how writing 

about indigenous Mexico by Native American authors contributes to 21st 
century discussions of immigration and border security. Cox argues the 
kinship between native people in the United States and Mexico transcends 
the border, suggesting a need to listen to native voices on the subject of 
international relations.

Translating Brazil 
The Bibilioteca Nacional do Brasil (National 
Library of Brazil) awarded a translation grant 
to Adria Frizzi, lecturer in the Department 
of French and Italian, for a revised edition of 
the short story collection “Nine, Novena,” by 
noted Brazilian author Osman Lins. In 1995 
Frizzi published the first English-language 
translation of the work, which was reviewed 
favorably by The New York Times. Lins is 
known for his experimental techniques rang-
ing from shifting points of view to using 
graphic symbols to identify narrative voices. 
Other works translated by Frizzi include “The 
Queen of the Prisons of Greece” by Lins, 
“Whatever Happened to Dulce Veiga?” by Caio 
Fernando Abreu and “Stories from the Copan 
Building” by Regina Rheda.

Conservation Efforts in Ecuador
The Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation 
awarded $1.9 million to Rodrigo Sierra, direc-
tor of the Center for Environmental Studies 
in Latin America, and his collaborators at 
Ecuador’s Fundacion Ecuatoriana de Estudios 
Ecologicos (EcoCiencia). The grant supports 
a three-year biodiversity conservation and 
natural resource management program in 
Ecuador, which helps reduce deforestation of 
the region’s tropical rainforests by providing 
productive alternatives for land use. The team 
works with three indigenous groups in the 
Achuar, Shiwiar and Zapara regions.   

Benson Library Receives NAFTA Negotiation Archives
At its 2007 “NAFTA and U.S.-Mexico Relations: In Retrospect and 
Prospect” conference, the Lozano Long Institute of Latin American 
Studies recognized the U.S.-Mexico Business Committee’s dona-
tion of its archive on the origins of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement). The archive, which has become a part of the Nettie 
Lee Benson Latin American Collection, includes documents gener-
ated during the 1980s and 90s when the U.S.-Mexico Business 

Committee laid the foundation for NAFTA, a major 
bilateral trade liberalization initiative. The exten-
sive collection reveals the legal and political scope 
of the negotiation and drafting of the agreement, 
its approval by the U.S. Congress and its initial 
years. Conference invitees, including cross-border 
policymakers and experts, examined the history 
and impact of the trade agreement.

Cross-Border Voices: Indigenous Mexico in Native American Storytelling

History Professor Earns Fulbright to Mexico 
The Fulbright Foreign Scholarship Board awarded a 
research fellowship to Emilio Zamora, associate professor 
of history. Zamora’s host institution in Mexico is the 
Centro de Investigaciones Humanísticas at La Universidad 
de Guanajuato in the capital city of Guanajuato. He 
will examine bi-national relations between Mexican 
communities on both side of the border during the 
first decade of the 20th century. Zamora will focus on 

Mexico’s 1921 centenary celebration at Dolores Hidalgo, 
Guanajuato (the birthplace of Mexico’s independence 
movement), and the decision by Mexican officials to grant 
representatives of the Mexican community in the United 
States a place of honor during the festivities. Zamora is 
the author of, “Claiming Rights and Righting Wrongs in 
Texas: Mexican Workers and the Politics of Job Opportunity, 
1939-1947,” forthcoming from Texas A&M University Press.

Violence in Ciudad Juárez 
Hundreds of unsolved female homicides in Ciudad Juárez are the focus of the book, “Entre las 
Duras Aristas de las Armas: Violencia y Victimizacion en Ciudad Juárez” (“Between the Hard 
Edges of the Arms: Violence and Victimization in Ciudad Juárez”) (2006). The work is co-edited 
by Hector Dominguez-Ruvalcaba, assistant professor of Spanish and Portuguese. This is the first 
interdisciplinary study of the violence by scholars who live in the area. Contributors examine the 
maquiladora industry, narcotraffic, migration and the role of institutions in the perpetuation of 
gender violence. Dominguez-Ruvalcaba discusses how the economic and political structure of the 
border has imposed a behavior of silence and complicity toward violence.

 	 a collection of essays that explore how nature was interpreted and 
manipulated in the early modern Iberian world. Focusing on the history 
of early modern science in Spain and Spanish America, it covers a wide 
range of topics, including botany, cosmography, ecology and race; and

	 •	 “Puritan Conquistadors: Iberianizing the Atlantic, 1550-1700” 
(Stanford University Press, 2006), which presents a compelling case for 
the common characteristics of Spanish and Puritan colonization in the 
early Atlantic world. This breaks away from the traditional viewpoint 
focusing on the differences between Puritan and Catholic colonization. 
Cañizares-Esguerra argues both shared a desire to exorcise demons from 
the New World, and that the Puritan colonization of New England was 
as much of a crusade against the Devil as was the Spanish conquest.

Jorge Cañizares-Esguerra, professor of history, is an acclaimed author 
and scholar of early modern Atlantic history and colonial Spanish and 
British America.  His award-winning book, “How to Write the History 
of the New World: Epistemology, and Identities in the Eighteenth-
Century Atlantic World,” was cited among the Best Books of the Year 
by The Economist, Times Literary Supplement and The Independent 
in 2001. The American Historical Association honored the work twice: 
as the best publication on Atlantic history and the best publication on 
the history of Spain, Portugal or Latin America. Recently, Cañizares-
Esguerra garnered high praise for his books: 
	•	 “Nature, Empire, and Nation: Explorations of the History of 
Science in the Iberian World” (Stanford University Press, 2007),  

Noted Historian Explores Nature and the Connection 
Between Puritans and Conquistadors 
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Liberal Arts Professors Earn 
Prestigious Guggenheim Fellowships
	T he Guggenheim Foundation awarded 2007 fellow-
ships to four College of Liberal Arts professors, who 
were among 189 artists, scholars and scientists 
selected from 2,800 applicants for awards totaling  
$7.6 million.

Diana Davis
Assistant Professor,  
Geography and the Environment 
 
Davis is conducting research 
for her new book “Imperialism 
and Environmental History in the 
Middle East,” forthcoming from 
Cambridge University Press. 

Davis also has earned 
research fellowships from 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, National Endowment 
for the Humanities, American 
Council of Learned Societies 
and the Social Science 
Research Council.

Neil Foley
Associate Professor, History 

Foley researches civil rights  
and Black-Latino relations in 
Texas and the Southwest from 
1940 to 1965. His study will 
provide historical context to 
understand some of the issues 
that divide African Americans 
and Latinos today. 

Foley also received grants 
this year from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities 
and Woodrow Wilson 
International Center and a 
Fulbright Fellowship for travel 
and research in Mexico City.

Cynthia Talbot
Associate Professor, History 

Talbot will research medieval 
India and the cultural sig-
nificance of Prithviraj Chauhan, 
often regarded as the last Hindu 
emperor. The project connects 
the heroic portrayals of Prithviraj 
to the rise of Indian nationalism 
and Hindu militancy. 

Talbot has received fellowships 
from the National Endowment 
for the Humanities and the 
American Council of Learned 
Societies.

A. Van Jordan
Assistant Professor, English 

Jordan’s award-winning 
poetry has appeared in 
respected anthologies such 
as the “Pushchart Prize” and 
“Legitimate Dangers: American 
Poets of the New Century.” 

He is the author of “Rise” pub-
lished by Tia Churcha Press in 
2001, and “M-A-C-N-O-L-I-A” 
published by W.W. Norton in 
2004. Van Jordan’s new col-
lection of poetry, “Quantum 
Lyrics,” was published by  
W.W. Norton. 

NEWS

News Highlights  For full coverage and more College of Liberal Arts news, visit www.utexas/edu/cola.
Liberal Arts Launches Institute 
for Historical Studies 
Garrison reopening showcases renowned 
historians

Anthem Foundation Renews Gift for 
Ayn Rand Research 
Tara Smith, philosophy professor leads 
objectivism scholarship at the university

History News Network Honors 
Professors
Mark Lawrence and Madeline Hsu rank 
among top young historians

Liberal Arts Student Wins $30,000 
Truman Scholarship
Lauren Koehler recognized for leadership, 
volunteerism

Anthropologist Proposes Scanning 
Lucy the Famous Fossil
John Kappelman leads research team

President Powers Pledges  
Support for Liberal Arts
English and history departments identified 
as strategic priorities during State of the 
University address

College Names Director of 
Schusterman Center for Jewish Studies
Robert Abzug, history professor, tapped for 
leadership role

Language Flagship Program Meets 
Critical Need for Arabic Speakers
$700,000 grant helped establish  
new program 

College Graduates Less  
Likely to Abandon Religion
Sociologist Mark Regnerus finds religion, 
spirituality more accepted on campus

English Professor Wins Rome Prize  
for Renaissance Research
Jorie Woods earns prestigious fellowship

Ann Richards Students Prepare  
for Leadership Success
Center for Women and Gender Studies 
forges partnership to connect university to 
community 

Robert W. and Maureen H. Decherd 
Create $1 Million Endowment 
Gift will create stipend for teaching literature, 
American society or U.S. media

Scholar Testifies in Congressional 
Hearing on Women in Science
Gretchen Ritter leads university task force 
on gender equity 

40 Liberal Arts Students Accepted into 
Teach For America 2007 Corps
Graduates to serve for two years

Alumnus Named First State Historian
Jesús F. “Frank” de la Teja will serve as 
Texas’ first State Historian

Gov. Perry Appoints Liberal Arts Leader 
to College Ready Commission
Linda Ferreira-Buckley advises on college 
readiness program

American Psychological Association 
Honors Animal Personality Research
Sam Gosling earns Distinguished Scientific 
Award for early career contributions

Creative Work Offers Health Advantages
John Mirowsky, sociology professor with 
the Population Research Center,  
spearheads study

Adapting to Pregnancy Played  
Key Role in Human Evolution
Anthropologist Liza Shapiro and alumna find 
male, female spine evolved differently

Do Women Really Talk More than Men?
James Pennebaker, psychology students 
refute popular belief

Get Connected and  
Stay Informed

Stay in touch with the 
College of Liberal Arts.  
Four times each year, the 
dean e-mails graduates  
an alumni newsletter with  
highlights about the college. 

For in-depth coverage on 
research, student life and 
alumni profiles, read the 
college magazine, Life & 
Letters, online at  
www.utexas.edu/cola/.

Since 1925, Guggenheim Fellowships have recognized 
professionals who demonstrate distinguished scholarly 
achievement and exceptional promise for future 
accomplishment in the fields of natural sciences, social 
sciences, humanities and creative arts.

BREAKING NEWS

University Enters Agreement  
with University of Havana

The University of Texas at Austin has established 
an exchange agreement with the Universidad de la Habana, 
Cuba, signaling a new era of academic cooperation with the 

country in the wake of Fidel Castro’s resignation as president. The 
agreement includes the exchange of faculty and graduate students 
in the social sciences, humanities and sciences.
	 Terri Givens, vice provost for international affairs at the 
university, and Cristina Díaz López, vice rector at the Universidad 
de la Habana, signed the agreement in Cuba Feb. 8. Givens joined 
Jonathan Brown, history professor and associate director of the 
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS), who 
negotiated the terms of the agreement during a trip to Cuba last 
year, and John Parke Wright, a Florida businessman, who was 
instrumental in arranging the dialogue between the universities.
	 LLILAS, directed by Bryan Roberts, sociology professor, will 
manage the academic exchanges under the agreement. Charles 
Groat, the Jackson Chair in Energy and Mineral Resources in 
the Jackson School of Geosciences, will coordinate the science 
activities.
	 This agreement is the first of its kind between a Texas and Cuban 
university, and formalizes many of the research collaborations 
already in place.
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Vincent Geraci  
Economics

Geraci has held the Sue Killam 
Professorship for Economics 
and taught at the university 
since 1973.  He published in 
the areas of econometrics, 
international trade and public 
finance.  Geraci is the recipient 
of several teaching awards 
and served for two years on 
the National Commission 
for Employment Policy in 
Washington, D.C.  

Douglass Parker
Classics

Parker taught at the university 
for 40 years.  He is known for 
his research on Greek comedy 
and translations, in particular 
his translations of Aristophanes.  
Parker is a recipient of a 
Guggenheim Fellowship and 
the Award for Outstanding 
Teaching in the Graduate 
School. He also has been a 
noted trombone player in the 
Austin jazz community. 

Carlos Solé
Spanish and Portuguese

Solé taught at the university 
for 35 years.  He researched 
Spanish language, historical 
and applied linguistics and 
teaching Spanish as foreign 
language. Solé is the author 
of numerous books on the 
Spanish language and served 
as a language consultant to 
organizations such as the 
Foreign Service Institute and 
the College Board. 

2007 Retired Professors 

John Farrell
English

Farrell taught at the university 
for 37 years. He specializes 
in the study of Victorian 
literature and 19th century 
intellectual history, is the 
author of numerous scholarly 
publications and a recipient 
of the College of Liberal Arts 
Outstanding Teacher Award.

Zulfikar Ghose
English

Ghose held the McDaniels 
Regents Professorship in 
Creative Writing. He retired 
after teaching at the university 
for 38 years. He has published 
more than 20 books, including 
11 novels, five volumes of 
poetry and four books of 
literary criticism. Both the 
“Review of Contemporary 
Fiction” and the Penguin 
Modern Poets series have 
featured Ghose’s work.

William Glade
Economics

Glade began teaching at the 
university in 1971. A former 
director of the Institute of 
Latin American Studies, Glade 
researched comparative 
economics, development, 
economics of the arts and 
public/cultural diplomacy. 
Glade held numerous positions 
in agencies including the United 
States Information Agency, 
Council for International 
Exchange Scholars and various 
scholarly associations.

Robert Helmreich
Psychology

Helmreich retired after 41 years 
of teaching at the university 
where he led the Human 
Factors Research Project.  He 
received numerous awards 
for his research into aviation 
safety from NASA, the Federal 
Aviation Administration and 
the Flight Safety Foundation.  
Most recently, Helmreich 
began to apply aviation safety 
concepts to medicine for which 
he earned the David Sheridan 
Award. 

John Kolsti
Slavic and Eurasian Studies

Kolsti retired after 41 years of 
teaching at the university where 
he supported the creation of 
the Center for Russian, East 
European and Eurasian Studies 
(CREEES). He published two 
books and numerous articles 
on Slavic poetry, folklore and 
history. Kolsti is a member of 
the Academy of Distinguished 
Teachers and a recipient of 
the Harry Ransom Teaching 
Excellence Award.

David Wevill
English

Wevill, a Canadian-American 
member of the creative 
writing faculty, taught at the 
university for 37 years.  He 
is the author of ten books of 
poetry, including the recent 
work, “Asterisks.”  Wevill is 
the recipient of E.C. Gregory 
Award, Arts Council of 
Great Britain awards and a 
Guggenheim Fellowship.

in memoriam
Gordon Bennett (Government and Asian Studies) died May 11 at the age of 67.  
Bennett specialized in the politics of China and Japan and served on the board of 
directors of the National Committee on U.S.-China Relations. He wrote “Huadong: The 
Story of A Chinese People’s Commune” and “Yundong: Mass Campaigns in Chinese 
Communist Leadership.”

Robert Dawson (French and Italian) died June 4 in Paris at the age of 63.  He taught at 
the university for 32 years, was an internationally respected authority on 18th century 
French literature, culture and bibliography, and senior curator for French materials at the 
Harry Ransom Center.

Carol F. Justus (Classics and Middle Eastern Studies) died Aug. 1 at the age of 67.  
Justus earned a doctorate from the university in Indo-European linguistics in 1973 and 
wrote more than 30 articles on such topics as Indo-European language, numerals and 
culture and Hittite.

Winfred P. Lehmann (Linguistics) died Aug. 1 at the age of 91. He specialized in Indo-
European linguistics, Germanic languages and machine translation. In 1961, he founded 
the Linguistics Research Center, where he served as director until his death. He was the 
author of several influential books, including “Historical Linguistics.”

James W. McKie (Economics) died Oct. 30, following a long illness.  He served as chair 
of the Department of Economics, held the Edward Everett Hale Centennial Professor of 
Economics Chair and was a recipient of the Pro Bene Meritis Award in 2002.

Carlota S. Smith (Linguistics) died May 24 at the age of 73 after a long battle with cancer. 
The Dallas TACA Centennial Professor in the Humanities taught at the university for 38 
years. Smith is the author of “Modes of Discourse” and “The Parameter of Aspect.” 

John Warfield (African American Studies) died Oct. 25 after a long battle with Parkinson’s 
disease.  Warfield was an activist scholar who published in the area of race and sports 
and taught at the university for 26 years.  He directed the Center for African and African 
American Studies from 1973 to 1986.
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Professors in Print: 
Recommended Reading from University of Texas Press  
Check out these books by Liberal Arts faculty about Latin America and the U.S.-Mexico borderlands

Life After Welfare: 
Reform and the 
Resistance of Poverty 
(2007) by Laura Lein, 
professor of 
anthropology and 
social work, and Deanna 
Schexnayder.

Brazilians Working 
With Americans: 
Cultural Case Studies
(2007) by Orlando Kelm, 
associate professor 
of Spanish and 
Portuguese, and Mary 
Risner.

Resisting Brazil’s 
Military Regime: An 
Account of the Battles 
of Sobral Pinto (2007) 
by John Dulles,  
professor of American 
studies.

a legacy greater  
than words:  
stories of u.s.  
latinos and latinas 
of the world war II 
generation (2006) by 
Maggie Rivas-Rodriguez, 
professor of journalism 
and affiliate of the Center 
for Mexican-American 
Studies.

If you are interested in supporting the College of Liberal 
Arts at The University of Texas at Austin, mail this form to 
Development Office, College of Liberal Arts, One University 
Station, G6300, Austin, TX, 78712 or visit our contribution page 
at www.utexas.edu/cola/support_liberal_arts/.

Enclosed is my check or credit card authorization for a gift of:

___ $1,000	___ $500	 ___ $250	 ___ $100 	 ___ $50     $___ Other

Please indicate what area of the college you would like to support:

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Credit Card Number		

___ Visa	 ___ MasterCard     ___ Discover	 ___ American Express

____________________________________________________________
Expiration Date

____________________________________________________________
Signature	

Please make all checks payable to: The University of Texas at Austin

____________________________________________________________
Name

____________________________________________________________
Address	

____________________________________________________________
City		

____________________________________________________________
State		                Zip Code 

If you are a graduate of the college, please provide your program(s) of 
study and the year you earned your degree(s):

____________________________________________________________

For information about including the college in your estate or donating 
securities, please contact the development office at (512) 475-9763.

 

 

!

Dissident Women: 
Gender and Cultural 
Politics in Chiapas 
(2006) edited by 
Shannon Speed, 
assistant professor of 
anthropology, R. Aída 
Hernández Castillo and 
Lynn Stephen.

The Covarrubias 
Circle: Nickolas 
Muray’s Collection 
of Twentieth-
Century Mexican Art 
(2004) edited by Kurt 
Heinzelman, professor 
of English.

Early Spanish 
American Narrative 
(2004) by 
Naomi Lindstrom, 
professor of Spanish 
and Portuguese.
 
 

Ancient Maya 
Commoners (2004) 
edited by Fred Valdez, 
associate professor  
of anthropology, and 
Jon Lohse.
 

Stories, Myths, 
Chants, and Songs 
of the Kuna Indians 
(2003) by Joel Sherzer, 
professor of 
anthropology.

Recovering History, 
Constructing Race: 
The Indian, Black, 
and White Roots of 
Mexican Americans 
(2002) by Martha 
Menchaca, professor 
of anthropology.

Reflexiones 1999: New 
Directions in Mexican 
American Studies 
(1999) by Richard 
Flores, professor of 
anthropology and 
senior associate dean 
of the College of 
Liberal Arts.

Remembering the  
Alamo: Memory, 
Modernity, and the 
Master Symbol (2002)  
by Richard Flores,  
professor of  
anthropology and  
senior associate  
dean of the College of 
Liberal Arts.



or Lynn Cooksey, a native Texan, southern   
hospitality is not just a cliché; it’s a way of life. The 
alumna of the College of Liberal Arts (Psychology, ‘58) 

and LBJ School of Public Affairs (‘77) is executive director of 
the International Hospitality Council of Austin (IHCA), where 
she coordinates a broad array of intercultural services for 
international students and visitors to the Texas capital.
	 “Extending hospitality to international students and visitors 
is a mutually enriching experience. Both the host families and 
the students have the opportunity to broaden their cultural 
perspectives,” Cooksey says. “We’ve found students’ impressions 
of America really depend on their day-to-day experiences, and 
the host families make a huge difference in helping them feel at 
home.”
	 Founded by Ethel McGinnis in 1960 with support from Joe 
Neal, former director of the university’s International Office, 
IHCA has grown to nearly 600 families who welcome hundreds 
of international university students to Austin each year. Families 
arrange potluck dinners and holiday outings, as well as special 
events and family activities for students.
	T he IHCA is the local contact agency for the U.S. State 
Department and hosts the annual International Consular Ball 
with the Mayor’s Office in Austin. The event brings together 
international dignitaries, local government leaders and the 
business community to celebrate Austin’s role as a growing 
center for international commerce, culture and education.
	T he heart and soul of the organization are the relationships 
formed between host families and students from all over the 
world, Cooksey emphasizes.  
	 Charter member Joan Holtzman regularly corresponds with 
many of the students whom she and her husband, Wayne, Hogg 
Professor Emeritus in Psychology and Education, hosted during 
the past five decades.
	 “We’ve been blessed to meet so many wonderful young 
people from Venezuela to Saudi Arabia,” Holtzman says. 
“Sharing our values with exchange students and learning about 
their own cultures back home is one small, yet significant, way 
we can contribute to global peace and understanding.”
	 Wayne, who is an honorary member of the Sociedad Mexicana 
de Psicología, worked with Mexican colleagues throughout the 
1960s and 1970s to welcome south-of-the-border scholars to the 
university. The IHCA helped secure housing for the students, 
many of whom have become leaders in their field.
	T o learn more about the International Hospitality Council 
of Austin or to sign up to host an international student, visit  
www.ihcaustin.com.

F
Ambassadors of Hospitality
by Jennifer McAndrew

Share Your 
Stories and 
Keep in Touch 

The “Ambassadors of 
Hospitality” captures one 
of the thousands of stories 
of Liberal Arts graduates 
making a difference in 
communities throughout the 
United States and world. 
Please stay in touch. We 
want to hear from you! 

Also, if you are interested 
in supporting the College of 
Liberal Arts, we invite you 
to consider making a gift. 
The College relies on private 
philanthropy to broaden 
support for scholarships, 
study abroad opportunities 
for faculty and graduate 
students. Gifts to the 
College ensure students are 
able to experience the 
same life-changing 
education you enjoyed.

To share your story or if you 
are interested in learning 
more about special giving 
opportunities such as the 
recently established Dean’s 
Circle, please e-mail 
transforminglives@mail.
dla.utexas.edu.

Lynn Cooksey (left) and Joan Holtzman.

Alumna leads non-profit dedicated 
to welcoming international students




