ALGEBRA PRE-CAMP, July 13, 2010
We know from experience that some entering LBJ students find it helpful to do a quick review of basic algebra. That’s why we have a head start gathering the day before the official beginning of Camp LBJ for an Algebra Pre-Camp. 
Completing the algebra portion of the Quantitative Diagnostics Exercise (available on Blackboard by May 10th) is a prerequisite for attendance at Algebra Pre-Camp. You should identify specific questions in that exercise, and bring those questions with you to Algebra Pre-Camp. If you have trouble with the entire exercise, we strongly invite you to contact Pat Wong (patwong@austin.utexas.edu) early in the summer. He will be happy to assist you. 

Who should not attend Algebra Pre-Camp: If you have no difficulty with the algebra portion of the Quantitative Diagnostic Exercise, you are strongly discouraged from attending on July 13. By “no difficulty,” we mean: even if you have not solved all problems perfectly, you understand the solution logic when you read the Discussion.

Algebra Pre-Camp consists of three sessions (Room to be announced):

1. Lunch Session (Noon to 1:15) 

This is an informal session for us to get acquainted and to talk about the use of algebra in general. Lunch will be provided with RSVP to Pat Wong by July 11.
2. Afternoon Session (1:30 to 4:45) 

This session is to make sure we all feel comfortable with the basics: 
· In the first hour we will cover algebraic operations, laws of exponents, radicals, fractions, and inequalities. Nothing fancy. The objective is to get everyone to move away from thinking about math as formulas. 

· In the second hour and a half, we will go over Cartesian coordinates, (two-dimensional) linear functions and how they are graphed, slope, intercept; solving systems of linear equations; and moving to the basics of working with non-linear functions.
· We will wrap up the afternoon session with an introduction to word problems.
3. Evening Session (6:00 to 8:00)
In the evening we will use the word problems in the algebra portion of the Quantitative Diagnostic Exercise to go over the thought process required. 

